NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
October 19, 2025

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
34 E. Orange Street
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993
Web Site: memluth.org
E-mail: office@memluth.org
717-532-4614

Welcoming all
Reaching out in love
Growing together in Christ
Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ nhame

Reverend Godfred Effisah
717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell)
pastor@memliuth.org
Pastor’s office hours: Monday to Thursday: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!


https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#

Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for
Worship, please silence your cell phone.

INTRODUCTION

Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the
gospel today. Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again
and again. Come regularly to Christ’s table. Persistence in our every
encounter with the divine will be blessed.

GATHERING
WELCOME
PRELUDE “Aria in F Major” - Handel
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please kneel or stand as you are able.

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our maker, our helper, and our
keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We
trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We
turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found.
Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came
into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found.

In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.

Please remain standing or stand as you are able.



GATHERING HYMN “How Long, O God” ELW 698

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always
ready to hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your
care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.
WORD

FIRST READING Genesis 32:22-31
Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his
brother’s birthright and his father’s blessing, Jacob wrestles all night
long with a divine adversary who ultimately blesses him and changes
his name to “Israel,” a name that means “he wrestles with God.”

*“The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids,
and his eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. “*He took
them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he
had. **Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until
daybreak. “When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob,
he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as
Ele wrestled with him. “° Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is



breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.”
“’So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” %
Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for
you have striven with God and with humans and have prevailed.” 2
Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why
is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. **So Jacob
called the place Peniel, saying, “For | have seen God face to face, yet
my life is preserved.” *' The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel,
limping because of his hip.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 121 READ RESPONSIVELY
"1 lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?
“My help comes from the LORD,
the maker of heaven and earth.
*The LorD will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
“Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
°the LORD watches over you;
the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
°the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
"The Lorb will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
®The Lorb will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5
The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger
colleague in ministry, by emphasizing the importance of faithful teach-
ing despite opposition.

"“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly be-
lieved, knowing from whom you learned it '>and how from childhood
you have known sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salva-
tion through faith in Christ Jesus. '° All scripture is inspired by God and
is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, '’ so that the person of God may be proficient, equipped
for every good work. “"In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,
who is to judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing
End his kingdom, | solemnly urge you: “ proclaim the message; be



persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince,
rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in teaching. °For the
time is coming when people will not put up with sound teaching, but,
having their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers
to suit their own desires “and will turn away from listening to the truth
and wander away to myths. ° As for you, be sober in everything, endure
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. The word of God is living and active, able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. Alleluia. (Heb. 4:12)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 18th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Luke 18:1-8
Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a
widow’s pleas. Jesus is calling God’s people to cry out for justice and
deliverance. For if an unethical judge will ultimately grant the plea of a
persistent widow, how much more will God respond to those who call.

"Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and
not to lose heart. “He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who
neither feared God nor had respect for people. ° In that city there was a
widow who kePt coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against
my accuser.” “For a while he refused, but later he said to himself,
‘Though | have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, °yet
because this widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that
she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” ® And the Lord said,
“Listen to what the unjust judge says. ' And will not God grant justice to
his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in
helping them? °1 tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet,
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”



The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”
ELW 517

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all creation.

A brief silence.
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Risen Lord, ignite in our hearts a passion for prayer. Make our hearts
yearn for your presence, helping us to seek you with all our being. In
this Year of Prayer, teach us to pray with deep conviction, and never
for shallow wishes, beliefs, or with a fleeting faith in you. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

God of all creation, we thank you for the bounty of the land and for the
farmers who plant and harvest, ensuring that the world may be fed. We
are grateful for the harvest that has been safely completed, and we
pray for those still working to complete their harvest. Grant them favor-
able weather, keep them safe from harm, and give them peace where
there is anxiety. Bless especially our immigrant farmworkers as they
face many challenges. May we always share in the abundance you
provide with joy and gratitude. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We pray for the church universal. O God, who unites the church across
the globe, bring unity and peace to a world divided by hatred and
opposition. Turn our hearts toward the gospel of Jesus Christ. God of
grace, receive our prayer.

We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. O God, who heals
and strengthens, our help comes from you in times of need. Support,
comfort, and heal those who suffer (especially). God of grace, receive
our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We offer thanksgiving for the faithful departed. O God, whose promises
never end, we thank you for all the saints who have shown us the way
of your Son, Jesus Christ (especially). God of grace, receive our
prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Please be seated.

SENIOR CHOIR OFFERTORY “Praise to the Lord” - R. Klusmeier
The Ushers will collect the offering.

Please stand as you are able.
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 884

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

MEAL

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray together.

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have
given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of
riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we
have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, that whoever
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.

Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and accom-
plished our salvation.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to
come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we
ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our
praise and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless
us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we
and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with
heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints.

All glory and honor is yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of
mercy.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket.

COMMUNION HYMN “Come to the Table” Senior Choir

Please stand as you are able.
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and
appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to
share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’
name.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who
gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, + bless you now
and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Jesus, Still Lead On” ELW 624

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.

POSTLUDE “Postlude in F” - Thiman

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004243.
New Revised Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989 National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992
Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permis-
sion.
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