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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side.

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex.
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side.

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by
the stairwell.

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape
Sunday School classroom. Any usher will be glad to direct you.

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.
Ushers are also available to assist you.
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If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code. Here’s how it works:
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and
share whatever information you desire. Thank you! Hope to see you again soon!

GREETING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PEACE
PRELUDE “Fairest Lord Jesus” Berry and Van Valey
(We Stand)

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen




GATHERING HYMN “Oh, Worship the King“ ELW 842
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1 Oh, wor - ship  the King, all - glo - rious a - bove
2 The earth with its store of won - ders un - told,
3 Your boun - ti - ful care what tongue can re - cite?
4 Frail chil - dren of dust, and fee - ble as frail,
5 O mea - sure - less might, in - ef - fa - ble love,
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Oh, grate - ful - ly sing God’s pow - er and love;
Al - might - y, your pow’r has found - ed of old;
It breathes i1n the air, it shines in the light,
in you do we trust, nor find you to fail;
while an - gels de - light to hymn you a - Dbove,
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our shield and de - fend - er, the An - cient of Days,
es - tab - lished it fast by a change - less de - cree,
it streams from the hills, it de - scends to the plain,
your mer - cies, how ten - der, how firm to the end,
the hum - bler «c¢re - a - tion, though fee - ble their lays,
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pa - vil - ioned in splen - dor, and gird - ed with praise.
and round 1t has cast, like a man - tle, the sea.
and sweet - ly dis - tlls n the dew and the rain.
our mak - er, de - fend - er, re - deem - er, and friend.
with true ad - o - ra - tion shall sing to your  praise.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you always.

And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting ministcr
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on ecarth.
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Lord God, heav - en-1ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we  give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Jec-sus Christ, on-ly Son of thc Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re -celve our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho -1ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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THE SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(We Sit)

FIRST READING Genesis 32:22-31

?2The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children,
and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. **He took them and sent them across the stream, and
likewise everything that he had. **Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until
daybreak. 2When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip
socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. ®Then he said, “Let me go,
for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” ?’So he said
to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” ®Then the man said, “You shall no longer
be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.
Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my
name?” And there he blessed him. **So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For | have seen
God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” *'The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel,
limping because of his hip.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 121
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My help comes from the LoORD, the mak- er of heav-en and earth.

' lift up my eyes | to the hills;
from where is my | help to come?
’My help comes | from the LoRbD,
the maker of heav- | en and earth.
*The Lorb will not let your | foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep.
‘Behold, the keep- | er of Israel
will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; R
%the LORD watches | over you;
the LORD is your shade at | your right hand;
®the sun will not strike | you by day,
nor the | moon by night.
"The Lorb will preserve you | from all evil
and will | keep your life.
®The LoRrb will watch over your going out and your | coming in,
from this time forth for- | evermore. R



SECOND READING 2 Timothy 3:14--4:5

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you
learned it, 15and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct
you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. "°All scnpture is |nsp|red by God and is useful for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, '’so that everyone who
belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.

*“"In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to Judge the living and the dead, and in
view of his appearing and his kingdom, | solemnly urge you: “proclaim the message; be
persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with
the utmost patience in teaching. *For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound
doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to swt their own
desires, “and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. *As for you,
always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(We Stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Al-le -1lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e - ter - nal Tife. Al-le - Tu - ia. Al-le - lTu - 1ia.
THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 18:1-8

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 18th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He said,

“In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. °In that
city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my
opponent.” *For a while he refused but later he said to himself, ‘Though | have no fear of God
and no respect for anyone, °yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice,
so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’” ®And the Lord sald “Listen to what the
unjust judge says. ‘And will not God grant!3 ustice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and
night? Will he delay long in helping them? “| tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And
yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(We Sit)
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CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

(We Stand)

"Ask the Complicated Questions”

Pastor Jason

Pastor Jason

ACS 1005
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1 Ask the com - pli - cat - ed ques - tions.
2 Seek  the dis - con - cert - ing an - Swers,
3 Knock on doors of new i - de - as,
4 For in strug - gle we dis cov - er
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Do not fear to be found out; for our God makes
fol - low where the Spir - it  blows; test com - pet - ing
test as - sump - tions long grown stale, for Christ calls from
truth both sim - ple and pro - found; in the knock-ing,
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strong our weak-ness, forg - ing faith in fires of  doubt.
truths for wis - dom, for in ten - sion new life  grows.
shores of won-der, dar - ing us to try and fail.
ask - ing, seek-ing, we are o - pened, an - swered, found.
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
(We Sit)

OFFERING

God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through
the Givelify app. If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.

(8:30) VOLUNTARY “Blessed Assurance” B.C. Dockery
(11:00) VOLUNTARY “To God Be the Glory” B.C. Dockery
(We Stand)

OFFERTORY ELW 854
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord owur God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THE PREFACE
THE SANCTUS
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Ho -1y, ho - 1y, ho - 1ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

(We Sit)
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THE AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to
remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Music “He Leadeth Me” B.C. Dockery

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the WOV (Blue) Hymnal in your pew rack.

Communion Hymn “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” WOV 731
(We Stand)

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you this
day and forevermore.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” ELW 547
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1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true [aith con - [ess -ing,
2 With praise and thanks -giv - ing to God ev er - liv - ing,
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the peo - ple of God from this dwell -ing take leave.
the tasks of our ev - 'ry - day life we will face—
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The sup - per is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev er car - ing,
p———
I I ] ] ] — I I I | I I
R
> - > = = - b <
the fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - Ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man race.
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The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, 1e - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed us, with your light now
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rcach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
lead us; u - mite us as one in this Iife that we share.
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Your grace shall in - cite wus, your love shall u - nite us
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your king - dom and an - swer your call.
give hon - or Lo Christ and his name that we bear.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE “To God Be the Glory” Fanny Crosby
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in memory of both of our parents by Tom
and Brenda Janson.

SERVING TODAY:

Ushers: (8:30) Eric Wessinger, Ivan Black, Pat Bowen, Bill Carroll, Aaron Rawl, Vernon Hester,
Deon Fink, Blaine Richardson, and Chad Geary;

(11:00) Alon Cox, Heyward Addy, Roy Welch, Brian Paeth, Doug Harper,

and Matt Martin

Cantor: Madison LaFontan

Flutists: Bob Wingard and Stanette Brown

Greeters: (8:30) Neil Brown; (11:00) Chuck and Dawn Corley

Readers: (8:30) Ginger Macaulay; (11:00) Megan Carrero

Communion Assistants: (8:30) Bobby Martin; (11:00) Myra Strock

Order of St. Stephen’s: (8:30) [A] Gracen Geary [C] Connor Geary;

(11:00) [A] Ben Brunson [C] Thomas Brunson

The Church Staff Website: www.sslc.org
The Rev. Jason T. Antley The Rev. Ralph G. Hill

Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life ~ Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist  Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus

Sunday School Information:

Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes
Nursery — Room #105 Agape Adult Class
Room #102 (Closest to Narthex)
2—4 year olds & 5K — Room #103 Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR
Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room)
[ 15"—5" Grade — Room # 216 Women Digging Deeper
Parlor
6"—8™ Grade — Room #212 For those not attending a Sunday School
class but waiting on a child to get out of
one, feel free to sit in the Social Hall!
9"—12" Grade — Room #217 If you are interested in beginning a new
Sunday School class please contact
Mrs. Shannon.

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she
can add you to the distribution list.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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