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[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Text: Leviticus 23:1-2 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 2 Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: Concerning the feasts of the Lord that you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, these are My appointed feasts.
Introduction: God has woven His redemptive story into a divine calendar—a weekly feast that is symbolic of the seven annually appointed feasts each one a prophetic milestone in the journey from slavery to glory. As we trace these celebrations, we discover a weekly feast, three spring feasts and one summer feast that were fulfilled in Christ’s first coming and three fall feasts anticipating His return. Each festival is a “mo’ed,” a sacred meeting place where heaven and earth intersect in worship, remembrance, and prophetic promise. 

The work of Christ unfolded rapidly: first His sacrifice at Passover, then His sinless body remaining uncorrupted in the tomb at Unleavened Bread, and then His resurrection on Frist Fruits—all within 3 days. This amazing sequence took place during the three Spring Feast days. After that came a pause. The risen Christ remained for  40 days, ascended and 10 days later, which was 50 days after First Fruits, Holy Spirit arrived — precisely on the Feast of Pentecost — inaugurating a new era of power and the harvest of people into the Kingdom!

I. Feast of Weeks – Pentecost (Shavu’ot) 50 days after First Fruits
1. Leviticus 23:15-22 You shall count seven full weeks from the next day after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf bundle of the wave offering. 16 You shall count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall offer a new grain offering to the Lord. 17 You shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two-tenths of an ephah. They shall be of wheat flour, baked with leaven. They are the first fruits to the Lord. 18 You shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first year, one bull, and two rams. They shall be for a burnt offering to the Lord, with their grain offering and their drink offerings, that is, a food offering made by fire, of a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 19 Then you shall sacrifice one male goat for a sin offering, and two lambs of the first year for a sacrifice of peace offerings. 20 The priest shall wave them with the bread of the first fruits for a wave offering before the Lord with the two lambs. They shall be holy to the Lord for the priest. 21 You shall make a proclamation on the same day and shall hold a holy convocation. You shall do no regular work. It shall be a perpetual statute in all your dwellings throughout your generations. 22 When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field up to the edge, nor shall you gather any gleaning of your harvest. You shall leave them to the poor and to the foreigner: I am the Lord your God.
2. Historical Context
A. The Hebrew word “sheva” means seven, “shavu’ah” means week, and “Shavuot” means weeks, or it means a “week of weeks.”
B. The Feast of Weeks is also called Pentecost and was celebrated on the 50th day after First Fruits. 
1) In Greek “Pentecost” means 50.
C. Pentecost is the 2nd of 3 pilgrimage Festivals in which every male of Israel (most likely 20 years old as this was the age the Law required men to pay the Temple tax) was required to make the journey to observe these 3 Festivals.
D. While Firstfruits, the final Spring Feast, represented the firstfruits of the first grain harvest of the year, which was barley, Pentecost represents the celebration of the second grain harvest of the year, which was wheat. 
E. Fifty days after Firstfruits, Israel presented and waved two loaves made with yeast, acknowledging both the Jewish roots and the Gentile inclusion in God’s harvest plan. 
F. Note verse 22, Jews and Gentiles, and social status did not matter. God made provision for everyone to receive of this harvest. Not just the gleaning in the field but the untouched harvest around the edges of the fields where people walking by could easily receive it.
3. Christ’s Fulfillment 
A. 1 Corinthians 15:3-6 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: how Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 was buried, rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and was seen by Cephas, and then by the twelve. 6 Then He was seen by over five hundred brothers at once, of whom the greater part remain to this present time, though some have passed away.
B. Christ arose on Firstfruits, and appears for the next 40 days to His disciples and 500 others all at once and then from the Mount of Olives, He ascends into heaven.
C. John 20:22 When He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.
1) After Jesus’ Resurrection and before He was caught up to heaven, He breathed on His disciples and they were born-again by the Holy Spirit, Who indwelled them at that moment, which every believer experiences at the new birth.
2) This could NOT have been the Baptism of Holy Spirit as the Day of Pentecost had not yet come.
D. Acts 1:4-9 Being assembled with them, He commanded them, “Do not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, of which you have heard from Me. 5 For John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 So when they had come together, they asked Him, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or the dates, which the Father has fixed by His own authority. 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes UPON you. And you shall be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When He had spoken these things, while they looked, He was taken up. And a cloud received Him from their sight.
1) Jesus is now referring to a different working of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer – the outpouring of the Holy Spirit UPON believers to endue them with power from on High!
2) This is the empowerment for the Great Commission and the harvest of the earth. 
3) The agricultural firstfruits pattern becomes spiritualized when Holy Spirit equips the harvest workers to become effective witnesses so the harvest of people can take place.
4) After Christ ascends 10 days later, the 50th day from First Fruits, Holy Spirit descends upon men.
E. Acts 2:1-4 When the day of Pentecost had come, they (120 people) were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like a mighty rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 There appeared to them tongues as of fire, being distributed and resting on each of them, 4 and they were ALL filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to speak.
F. Speaking with other tongues was the initial evidence that the Holy Spirit had come “UPON” ALL of them.
G. Notice Jesus appeared to 500 people at one gathering, probably at synagogue (church service) but how many total He appeared to we do not know. They all could have all heeded what He said and been waiting in faith for Holy Spirit to pour out on the Day of Pentecost but only 120 showed up and stayed with it.
H. On the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit fell ALL of them fulfilling the Feast’s promise of His divine presence and empowerment. Peter comes down from the Upper Room and preaches a fiery Gospel under the power of the Holy Spirit and 3,000 people were born-again that day. (Acts 2:41)
I. Holy Spirit came and empowered believers to go and preach the Gospel to all nations.
J. Not just the apostles, not just the disciples, but also Mary the mother of Jesus and undoubtably other women as well. They ALL spoke in tongues.
K. Some in the Church will say that tongues passed away after these original apostles, or that tongues are for some, but not all.
L. One thing is for certain concerning any Truth of the Word of God. Any part of it that you do NOT believe you will NOT receive. 
M. I grew up in a Pentecostal church where they preached that tongues was for every believer and that we should all receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. The result, the whole church received the Baptism of Holy Spirit and we all spoke in tongues.
N. Faith begins where the Will/Word of God is known, then believed, then received, and acted upon, by faith.
O. Over the years I have seen it over and over and over. Every time, a believer will believe that tongues is for them, believe in faith to receive it, and then act upon that by opening their mouth in faith, they will speak in tongues.
P. In that upper room ALL who were there IN FAITH and ready to receive what Jesus had promised they RECEIVED and they ALL spoke in tongues.
Q. We have NO record of Mary or any of the other women going out in 5-fold ministry. So, what was the purpose of Mary and any other women being filled with Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues if they were not going out into public ministry?

II. The Holy Spirit Upon
1. John 1:32-34 And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. 33 I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.” 
2. Matthew 3:16 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting UPON Him.
3. Luke 4:14, 18-19 AMPC 14 Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went out through all the surrounding region. 
18The Spirit of the Lord [is] UPON Me, because He has anointed Me [the Anointed One, the Messiah] to preach the good news (the Gospel) to the poor; He has sent Me to announce release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to send forth as delivered those who are oppressed [who are downtrodden, bruised, crushed, and broken down by calamity], 19 To proclaim the accepted and acceptable year of the Lord [the day when salvation and the free favors of God profusely abound].
A. Jesus was born of the Seed of the Word of God by the Holy Spirit from His conception through the virgin Mary apart from the sin-nature of Adam. He did not need to be born-again as we do. 
B. He did need as we do, the 2nd experience of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit – The Spirit UPON.
C. There are no records of any signs, wonders, or miracles taking place before this. – See Jesus’ return to Nazareth. (Luke 4:22-30) 
D. John 2:11 AMPC This, the first of His signs (miracles, wonderworks), Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory [by it He displayed His greatness and His power openly], and His disciples believed in Him [adhered to, trusted in, and relied on Him].
E. At the Jordan river at 30 years old when He was baptized the Holy Spirit came UPON Him and that is when His earthly ministry, and the working of signs, wonders, and miracles began.

III. The Outpouring of Holy Spirit is for the Church
1. John 4:24-25 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him MUST worship in spirit AND truth.”
A. This calls for worshipers who worship the Father IN spirit and truth — a reality made accessible by the Spirit.
B. Not just in believing what He has stated in His Word but IN the power of Holy Spirit. 
C. This is for every believer not only the 5-fold ministry. Your job, your family, your community is your pulpit and mission field. God will use and reward a Spirit-filled wife at home just as much as He will a missionary in Africa.
2. Jude 1:20 But you, beloved, build yourselves up in your most holy faith. Pray IN the Holy Spirit.
A. Jude the half-brother of Jesus writes this letter to believers. There was no question about the Church praying IN the Spirit. He is simply encouraging them to do it consistently.
B. Notice he does NOT pray BY the Spirit or by His help, but IN the Holy Spirit.
C. How could you pray IN the Spirit without praying IN tongues or IN the language of the Spirit?
3. Ephesians 5:15-18 AMPC Look carefully then how you walk! Live purposefully and worthily and accurately, not as the unwise and witless, but as wise (sensible, intelligent people), 16 Making the very most of the time [buying up each opportunity], because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be vague and thoughtless and foolish, but understanding and firmly grasping what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but EVER BE FILLED and stimulated with the [Holy] Spirit.
A. Written to believers – due to lack of knowledge many have not entered into their full inheritance of being filled with the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.
B. Ever be filled – “BE BEING FILLED CONTIUALLY” There is an ever-increasing measure of the Holy Spirit that we are to be continually growing in. There is more available than what the Church has been believing for.
C. We are to pray much in other tongues – edifying and building ourselves up IN the Holy Spirit.
D. Trying to do the work of the ministry without the power is never what God intended. Jesus, the apostles, and the disciples, were all effective in ministry because of Holy Spirit UPON them, anointing them to do the work of the ministry.
E. The same is true in daily life of every believer. We ALL need the outpouring of Holy Spirit empowering us to run our race and live in victory!
F. Just as the Spirit within in the new birth is a definite experience there is also a 2nd experience Holy Spirit coming upon us that believers should also be receiving.
G. God has already given salvation to the world at the Resurrection of Jesus Christ and He has already given the Baptism of the Holy Spirit to the Church, on the Day of Pentecost. Now it is up to us to receive what He has freely given. 
4. 1 Corinthians 14:5 “I desire that you all speak in tongues…”
A. Ask and receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit today to be a bold witness in His service and bearing spiritual fruit.

IV. 10 Benefits of Speaking in Tongues
1. Initial Evidence of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4)
2. Spiritual Edification (1 Corinthians 14:2-4)
3. Keeps us Continually Aware of His Indwelling Presence (Ephesians 5:18)
4. To Pray out His Perfect Will (Romans 8:26-28)
5. To Trust God More and More (Jude 1:20)
6. To Stay Sober in an Intoxicated World (1 Corinthians 14:26-28, 1 John 4:4-5)
7. Rest and Refreshing (1 Corinthians 14:21, Isaiah 28:11-12)
8. Church Edification and a Sign to Unbelievers (1 Corinthians 14:4-5, 13, 22-26)
9. To Give Thanks Well (Philippians 4:6, 1 Corinthians 14:15-17)
10. To Bring Your Tongue Under Subjection (James 3:2-10, Romans 8:14)

V. [bookmark: _Hlk211146913]Receiving the Holy Spirit
1. The new birth or salvation was made available to the whole world when Jesus took our place at Calvary and was raised from the dead. Likewise, the Holy Spirit has already been given to every believer on the Day of Pentecost. In both cases we must believe it and receive it, by faith.
A. The only qualification for receiving the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is to be born-again.
2. Mark 11:24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.
A. Ask, believe you receive, and open your mouth, and start speaking out the sounds, syllables, and words the Holy Spirit brings you up out of your spirit (not your head). He will do it, every time.
3. Acts 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
A. “They” are the understood subject. He will baptize you but you must do the speaking, by faith.

