M ST PAUL

PINE GROVE MILLS

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

JULY 7, 2024

Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able.
You are invited to speak sans serif Bolded type with the congregation.



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his disciples authority over demons. Yet none of this power is unilateral;
it all must be received by faith. Jesus asks his disciples to go out without money or supplies, so that they will be
dependent on how others receive them. When we are sent from the assembly to witness and to heal, we are asked
to be vulnerable, to be dependent on the reception of others. The Spirit always operates in the “between”: between
Jesus and his Abba, between Jesus and us, between you and me, between us and those to whom we are sent.

PRELUDE

GATHERING

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name if the Father, and of the *+Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.

P: God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question
your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and
your ways. Turn us again to you, for where else can we turn? Share with us the words
of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN “How Firm a Foundation” (ELW 796)
V ﬂ T T T T I
y 4% y | | | | I | | - d - |
e e e e —
F—— s = | —
1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,

3 “When through fi - 'ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, e - ter - mnal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he  say than to  you he has  said
I'll strength - en you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The  flames shall not  hurt you; [ on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dom,
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who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
up -  held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand.”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne.”

*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.  A: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of
your kingdom. Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully witness to
your love and peace in every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. A: Amen

WORD
FIRST READING: 2 SAMUEL 5:1-5, 9-10

The first readings during this summer tell the stories of the early kings of Israel: Saul, David, and Solomon.
Although Samuel had chosen David to be king when he was only a boy, the crowds only now proclaimed him
Saul’s successor. One of his first acts as king was to conquer Jerusalem, which had not been the home territory of
any of the tribes, and to establish that neutral territory as his capital.

"All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, “Look, we are your bone and
flesh. 2 For some time, while Saul was king over us, it was you who led out Israel and brought it
in. The LORD said to you: Itis you who shall be shepherd of my people Israel, you who shall be
ruler over Israel.” 2So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron; and King David made a
covenant with them at Hebron before the LORD, and they anointed David king over Israel. “ David
was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. > At Hebron he reigned
over Judah seven years and six months; and at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah
thirty-three years.

?David occupied the stronghold, and named it the city of David. David built the city all around
from the Millo inward. ' And David became greater and greater, for the LORD, the God of hosts,
was with him. L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.



PSALM: 48 (Sung to the tune Lyons (ELW 825)

David made Jerusalem his capital and the permanent location of the Ark of the Covenant, the earthly throne of
God. This psalm delights in the glories of the place, and most of all in the intimacy the Israelites experienced there
with their God.
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death, ev - er faith - ful is He!

SECOND READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 12:2-10

After Paul had left Corinth, the Christians there were visited by wandering prophets who criticized Paul and his
message and boasted of their eloquence and power. Over the course of his letters to the Corinthians, Paul has
instead emphasized his own reflection of the self-emptying Christ, suffering for the sake of believers.

] know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether
in the body or out of the body | do not know; God knows. #And | know that such a person—
whether in the body or out of the body | do not know; God knows—*was caught up into
Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. > On
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behalf of such a one | will boast, but on my own behalf | will not boast, except of my
weaknesses. °But if | wish to boast, | will not be a fool, for | will be speaking the truth. But |
refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from
me, ' even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from
being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to
keep me from being too elated. ® Three times | appealed to the Lord about this, that it would
leave me, “ but he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in
weakness.” So, | will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may
dwell in me. 'Y Therefore | am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and
calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever | am weak, then | am strong.

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL READING: MARK 6:1-13

Jesus had chosen twelve people to serve as the inner core of his followers, and to hear his teaching in depth. Now
he sends them out to echo his message and his healing ministry. This sending is not a graduation - they will
return for more training. Remarkably, this happens before the Transfiguration, before Peter’s recognition of Jesus
as the Messiah, and before Jesus predicts his own suffering, death, and resurrection,

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the sixth chapter. A: Glory to you, O Lord.

' [Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.? On the sabbath he began to
teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did this
man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are
being done by his hands! ° Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and
Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at

him. “Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and
among their own kin, and in their own house.” > And he could do no deed of power there, except
that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. ® And he was amazed at their
unbelief.

Then he went about among the villages teaching. ’ He called the twelve and began to send
them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. ® He ordered them to
take nothing for their journey except a staff, no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to
wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. '°He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay
there until you leave the place. '" If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you,
as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” '? So they went
out and proclaimed that all should repent. '* They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil
many who were sick and cured them.

P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY: "0 Word of God Incarnate” (ELW 514)
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a lan - tern to  our foot - steps,shines on from age to age.
mid mists and rocks and  quick - sands still guides, O Christ, to you.
till, clouds and dark-ness end - ed, they see you face to face.

*APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our voices in prayer.
A brief silence.

P: Glorious God, you bend down to wash the feet of your disciples. Let the servant church arise
in our teaching, our praying, our healing, and our doing. Make all your faithful people powerful in
weakness and strong in grace. In your mercy, A: hear our prayer.



P: Life-giving God, your fingers trace the heavens and your hands mold the earth. Where there is
drought, bring nourishing rain. Where there is devastation from fire or flood, bring relief. Sustain
the well-being of every living thing. In your mercy, A: hear our prayer.

P: Merciful God, you speak and the nations listen. Open those who govern to the cries of all who
journey with no food or shelter, particularly people fleeing violence, those seeking freedom, and
those in search of community. In your mercy, A: hear our prayer.

P: Gracious God, your embrace brings wholeness to those who are troubled. Anoint (names and)
all who suffer in any way with the oil of healing and grant them renewal. In your mercy,
A: hear our prayer.
P: Welcoming God, in your presence strangers become companions and enemies become
neighbors. Open our doors to those we have so easily shut out, particularly people who are
different from us or who are marginalized by church or society. In your mercy,
A: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P: Eternal God, you gather us into your house of many dwelling places. We give you thanks for
our faithful departed (especially). Inspire us by their lives of faith until, with them, we rest forever
at our journey's end. In your mercy, A: hear our prayer.

P: Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves and all for
whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior
and Lord. A: Amen.

*PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. A: And also with you.
MEAL

OFFERING

Offerings made in person with your name somewhere affixed will go to each congregation. You can
give online at stpaulpgm.org/give or pinegrovepresbyterian.org/give. Loose offerings will go to
the State College Food Bank.

MUSICAL OFFERING
OFFERTORY: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” (ELW 884)
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*OFFERING PRAYER

P: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us
to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. A: Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

* DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night before he died, our Lord Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks;
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, he took the cup, saying:
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this in remembrance of me.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!
*LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION

P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. A: Amen.



COMMUNION HYMN: ‘I Come with Joy”

(ELW 482)

0] |
7 . . . .  —
i~ I D I Y T I T K ' P
Y T e e v
1 I come with joy, a child of God, for-giv - en, loved, and
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us  one.

A: Amen

Text

: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in grace.
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could
ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with
your own life. In your name we pray. A: Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

You may be seated.

*BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and
the Son, -+ and the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN: “We All Are One in Mission” (ELW 576)
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1 We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
2 We all are called for ser - vice, to wit-ness in God’s name.
3 Now let us be u - nit - ed, and let our song be heard.
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so ev-'ry folk and na - tion may feel God’swarm em - brace.

our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ,the Lord of all.

*DISMISSAL o |
P: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. A: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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ST PAUL

PINE GROVE MILLS

SERVING TODAY
Worship Leader......cooviicas Pastor Paul Tomkiel
..................................................... Rev. Carl Campbell
ASSISTING MINISTeT ..., Morgen Hummel
IMUSICIAN. .t Michelle McMullen
SACTISEAN. ... Ann Reede
REAAEN i Morgen Hummel
ABOUT ST. PAUL
PURPOSE
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love.
MISSION

Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,
and serve community.

CORE VALUES
Faith ® Compassion ® Generosity ® Community

OUR BIBLE VERSES

As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.
[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before the nations.- Acts 9:3,15

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for
worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous
siblings who have and continue to care for this place - this land - and call it their home.

COPYRIGHT AND LICENSE INFORMATION

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright (c) 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000528. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright (c) 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Hymns reprinted and streamed under Onelicense Annual License, A-726322 for Aug 11, 2023 - Aug 10, 2024. Words found in psalm
taken from Seedbed.com, written by Tim and Julie Tennent. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for public worship
with acknowledgement of the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge.
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