From: Violaine Mitchell <violainemitchell@gmail.com>
Sent: September 30, 2025 8:08 AM
To: Council Metchosin Council <mayorandcouncil@metchosin.ca>; Bob Payette <cao@metchosin.ca>
Subject: Request to reconsider decision on Permissive Tax Exemptions
 
Dear Mayor Little, Councillor Epp, Councillor Shukin,

I am writing to respectfully request that you call for a reconsideration of your September 15 decision on permissive tax exemptions.

In reading the CFO’s Sept 15  2026 Permissive Tax Exemption Report, three areas are notably absent: 1) recognition of the role Metchosin plays in the broader West Shore as a welcoming home to diverse organizations that help preserve our culture and green space (and how important these organizations are  to securing our future as a rural municipality); 2) the extraordinary and often unseen contributions of these organizations over many years to Metchosin and our surrounding municipalities; 3) a failure to capture that a key role of the Municipal office is to lead and manage complexity for the residents, businesses and not-for-profits who call Metchosin home.

I have no direct affiliation with any of the organizations on Council’s list – I’m not a member of the Hall Society, nor the Anglican Church and I don’t own or ride a motorcycle but what I do know is that each of these organizations on Council’s list contribute well beyond their missions to Metchosin and are key to Metchosin’s future.

The Hall Society: The hall isn’t just a rental space – it’s a part of this community – whether it be weddings, celebrations of life, craft fairs, Jazzercise, Pearson College concerts, all candidates meetings – it’s woven into the fabric of this community.  However, given that this permissive tax discussion is being driven through a fiscal lens, perhaps Council is not aware that the Hall Society has donated tables and chairs to Metchosin Day since its inception in 1967. This year we borrowed 100 chairs and 30 tables. Had we had to source these from a rental store, we would have paid $529.00 alone this year.  Next year, we are hoping to source our entire table and chair needs from the hall as they now have the Luxton Hall furniture too- likely saving our event $1500. That’s just one day, one day event. There are many others.

Anglican Church:  Can we truly put a price on the contributions of St. Mary’s to Metchosin?  We want to tap a small congregation which goes well beyond its mission to offering free parking at the new Church for events, permits our volunteer Metchosin Remembrance Day ceremony on their grounds each year, that has so carefully tended the graves and lilies of the old St. Mary’s – a centrepiece of Metchosin for some 150 years?  
The Victoria Motorcycle Club maintains greenspace – it provides a safe and caring environment for young and old to hone their motorcycle skills safely. It’s renowned as a place of mentorship, stewardship and support. For many years, the motorcycle club put on a display at Metchosin Day – was a huge hit. We had to stop given our need for parking.

And the YMCA? Seriously?! Investing in youth and providing a welcoming and safe place is so core to everything we need in this world. Please recall that the YMCA had to log a portion of their property some years ago to break even. So many Metchosin residents and so many beyond benefit from Camp Thunderbird. Others I’m sure will speak to BC Parks – who have delivered far more to Metchosin than may seem reasonable. (And even if I take exception to Wild Arc treating invasive grey squirrels, I do believe they provide a valued service and help showcase why Metchosin’s rural protection is so important.)

We talk a lot in Metchosin about Healthy Communities. The organizations that have put forward a permissive tax request are the underpinnings of community and their contributions cannot be monetized nor captured in a short memo. Hosting organizations that provide unique services and opportunities is an important role we play in Metchosin. It’s also strategic. The pressure on our community to go the way of Langford, Colwood is ever higher – and ensuring that diverse non-profits have a healthy home in Metchosin is as key to our future as theirs.

It may be tempting to see these permissive tax exemptions as potentially “saving” the District 93K/year but I respectfully request you revisit this decision in the larger context of what this direction conveys about the perceived value and contributions of these important organizations and what this could hold for the future of Metchosin.  

Thank you for your consideration.

Violaine Mitchell


