
Dear Mayor and Council

The September 15 Meeting recommended that Council should, on October 6, reverse its long -ime tradition of granting full exemption from municipal property taxes, and instead to exempt only those taxes spent by the municipality, leaving the exempt non-profits to find from other sources the 48.6% of municipal taxes which finance schools, CRD, Library, etc.

These non-profits all make significant contributions to one or more aspects of Metchosin’s rural ambiance including environmental preservation, social facilities, and providing non-profit services enjoyed (and appreciated) by the regional residents. It would be penny wise and pound foolish to put these services at risk by raising their costs of operating in Metchosin.

The very superficial analysis of financial capacity provided by the Chief Financial Officer is no basis for sound decision-making.  BC Parks, for example, may appear to have substantial assets, but they are essential to enable it to move effectively to acquire environmentally important properties, as well as to ensure sound management of those already in its portfolio (including two in Metchosin).  By the same token, YMCA has major financial challenges, and it would be tragic if our demand for an extra $42,032 per year were to lead it to seek ways of realizing the value of its properties through "development” of one kind or another. It would be interesting to learn what modifications in its operations would be needed for the Metchosin Hall Society to pay the extra $2,676 the Council suggests. I could go on.

As a Metchosinite, I would be happy to pay the $44.50 which council proposal would “save” the average taxpayer from this unwise myopic decision.

Oct October 6, please reverse your decision of September 12, and grant full exemption of municipal taxes to eligible non-profits.


Yours sincerely

  

Frank Mitchell
530 Witty Beach Road
Metchosin (Victoria) BC V9C4H8
tel. 250-478-1671 
 Cell 250-883–7530

