
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

October 6, 2024 
 

Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are invited to speak sans serif Bolded type with the congregation.  
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Introduction to the day 
Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we find comforting. 

Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in favor of the original intent of 

God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are fending off the children should challenge us as well. What 

does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does? 
 

Prelude: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”     (Don Phillips) 
 

Gathering 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
P: In the name if the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us pray: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. A: Amen. 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 

our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, 

but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us cause 
conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions among ourselves. 
We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. In your great mercy, forgive us 
our sins. Draw near to us with grace in time of need, and turn us to follow in the way of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn “Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom”                      (ACS 1064) 
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*GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.      A: And also, with you.   
 

 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one 

another. Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, 

that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Word 
First Reading:  Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
This week we begin reading through the book of Job. While much of that book is poetry, it begins and ends with 

stories in prose, including this one set primarily in the court of heaven. 
 

  1There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man was blameless 

and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. 
 

 2:1One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan 

also came among them to present himself before the LORD. 2The LORD said to Satan, “Where 

have you come from?” Satan answered the LORD, “From going to and fro on the earth, and 

from walking up and down on it.” 3The LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant 
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Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God and 

turns away from evil. He still persists in his integrity, although you incited me against him, to 

destroy him for no reason.” 4Then Satan answered the LORD, “Skin for skin! All that people 

have they will give to save their lives. 5But stretch out your hand now and touch his bone and 

his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.” 6The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, he is in your 

power; only spare his life.” 

 7So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and inflicted loathsome sores on Job 

from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8Job took a potsherd with which to scrape 

himself, and sat among the ashes. 

 9Then his wife said to him, “Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and die.” 10But 

he said to her, “You speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we receive the good at 

the hand of God, and not receive the bad?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.                        

                             L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm: 26                                 (sung to the tune Dundee ELW 863) 

This psalm could be the song of Job; both it and Job’s story reminds us why we pray “save us from the time of 

trial.”  

 
 

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
Today we begin several weeks of reading Hebrews with a passage which quotes today’s psalm. Here the 

author introduces two themes of the book: the centrality of Jesus as Savior, and the continuing reality of 

suffering and patience until his return.  
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in 

these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through 
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whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint 

of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as 

much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

 2:5Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 6But 

someone has testified somewhere, 

 “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

  or mortals, that you care for them? 

 7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 

  you have crowned them with glory and honor, 

  8subjecting all things under their feet.” 

Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not 

yet see everything in subjection to them,9but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was 

made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of 

death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

 10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 

children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For 

the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason 

Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying, 

 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 

  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”           

            L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  

*Gospel Acclamation  
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*Gospel Reading: Mark 10:2-16 
Jesus has left Galilee and returned to the area where John the Baptist had preached. Surrounded by 

crowds, the Pharisees try to maneuver him to take a single side of a current debate. Some taught that a 

man could divorce his wife for any reason; others that a man could only divorce a wife for committing 

adultery. It was hoped that he would offend one side or the other.  
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the tenth chapter.  A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 

wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed a 

man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, “Because 

of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from the beginning of 

creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall leave his father 

and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no 

longer two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

 10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He said to them, 

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12and if she 

divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
 

 13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 

disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to 

them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the 

kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as 

a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, 

and blessed them.             

 P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
 

*Blessing of Pets and Animals (Will occur during the singing of the hymn 

of the day. If you have pictures, have them pulled up and ready.) 

*HYMN of the Day: “God of the Sparrow”                            (ELW 740) 
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*Invitation to Baptism 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the whole 

creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: God of our ancestors, we give thanks for the church in all times. May we listen for the 

prophets of this age who bear messages that stir the church toward renewal and justice. 

God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Creator of every creature on earth, direct our lives toward the renewal and sustaining of 

cattle, birds of the air, animals of the field, and those who share our homes. Reveal the ways 

we can work alongside creation for the health and well-being of all. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Sovereign God, we give thanks that you are mindful and benevolent to even us, mere 

mortals. Accompany us when hardness of heart gets in the way of justice between people 

and nations. Endow leaders with minds for justice and hearts for compassion. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Restoring Lord, grant healing and wholeness to those who are sick and suffering 

(especially). Work through medical professionals to diagnose, ease pain, and give life to all 

who seek their wisdom and experience. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Unifying God, humans were created for relationship with the earth, its creatures, and one 

another. Forgive us when division threatens companionship, mutual support, and unity 

among us. May your love inspire us to build supportive communities of faith where all are 

cherished. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: God of resurrection, you prepare a place in the kingdom through Christ’s death and 

resurrection. We give thanks for the saints who have taken their place at your heavenly 

banquet especially Lois Corl, Pauline Hommel, and William Tyndale, the translator and 

martyr, whom the greater Church commemorates today. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving grace 

you freely give, both now and forever. 
A: Amen. 



9 

 

*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  

 
Meal 

Offering 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door 

to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 

entrance of the sanctuary. 
 

Musical Offering: “Softly and Tenderly”        (Dan Forrest) 
 

Offertory: “Sing to the Lord of Harvest (vs 1)”                         (ELW 694) 

  

 

 

 

     

 

*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and 

with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. A: Amen. 
 

  

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
* DIALOGUE 

 

 

 

 
 

*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of L: 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus 
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

We proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, 

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  A: Amen. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God. 
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*Lamb of God  

 

 

 

 
Communion  
L: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.   
 
 

Communion Hymn: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”           (ELW 742) 
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*Post-Communion Blessing  
L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in grace. A: 

Amen            

*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 

 

 

 

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your 

table. Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. A: Amen. 
 

Sending 
*Sending of communion 
 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
 

*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
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*Sending hymn: “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!                        (ELW 835) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Dismissal  
P: Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
A: Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude: “Recessional on "Deo gracias”       (Douglas E. Wagner) 
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Daily Readings for the week 
 

Sunday, October 6     Thursday, October 10 

Complementary Series     Deuteronomy 5:1-21 

Genesis 2:18-24      Hebrews 3:7-19 

Psalm 8 (5)      Psalm 90:12-17 

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12  

Mark 10:2-16 

 

Semi-continuous Series  

Job 1:1; 2:1-10  

Psalm 26 (3) 

 

Monday, October 7     Friday, October 11 

Deuteronomy 22:13- 30    Deuteronomy 5:22-33 

1 Corinthians 7:1-9     Hebrews 4:1-11 

Psalm 112     Psalm 90:12-17 

 

Tuesday, October 8     Saturday, October 12 

Deuteronomy 24:1-5     Amos 3:13—4:5 

1 Corinthians 7:10-16     Matthew 15:1-9 

Psalm 112     Psalm 90:12-17 

  

Wednesday, October 9 

Jeremiah 3:6-14 

Matthew 5:27-36 

Psalm 112 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader...….……………………………………….Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister…………………………………….…….Eleanor Bird 

Musician.……………………………………………............. James Rearick 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..…Ann Reede 

Reader……………………………………………………………Karen Magnuson 
 
About St. Paul 

Purpose 
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 

 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for 

worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home.  
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(introductions to the pericopes) are written by the Rev. Dr. Mark Oldenburg and used with permission. Words found in psalm taken 

from Seedbed.com, written by Tim and Julie Tennent. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for public worship with 

acknowledgement of the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge. 
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