FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

18 Sunday after Pentecost

3 ' Sunday, October 12, 2025
9:30 a.m.
Ordinary Time
We welcome you to worship!
Please fill out the blue worship card and place it in the offering plate later in the service.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

INTRODUCTION

It’s a miracle! Multiple miracles! The waters of holy baptism have healed us. The body and blood of Jesus in holy
communion have made us clean. We have died with Christ and been raised with him. For all this we have re-
turned to offer thanks. From this place we are sent on our way rejoicing to share the good news.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+* one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We
turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found.

Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. You who were
lost have been found. In the name of * Jesus, your sins are forgiven!

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

ELW 864

“Praise My Soul, the God of Heaven
Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven ELW 864
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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THIS IS THE FEAST Page 140
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all creation. Keep us safe from all that
may hurt us, that, whole and well in body and spirit, we may with grateful hearts accomplish all that you
would have us do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
ANTHEM “It is Well with My Soul” arr. By Tom Fettk Chancel Choir
WORD
READINGS

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15¢
Naaman, a Syrian general, suffers from leprosy. In this passage Elisha miraculously cures his illness, but only after

Naaman realizes, with the help of his servants, that he also needs healing for his pride. This foreign general then
acknowledges the sovereignty of the God of Israel.

! Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favor with his master be-
cause by him the Lord had given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from a skin dis-
ease. 2Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she
served Naaman's wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He
would cure him of his skin disease.” ?When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I
God, to give death or life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his skin disease? Just look and see how
he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.” 8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his
clothes, he sent a message to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that he may learn
that there is a prophet in Israel.” * So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and halted at the entrance of
Elisha’s house. ° Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh
shall be restored, and you shall be clean.” ' But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, “I thought that
for me he would surely come out and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God and would wave his hand
over the spot and cure the skin disease! 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the
waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage. 1 But his servants
approached and said to him, “Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you
not have done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 1*So he went down and
immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like
the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean. > ¢ Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he
came and stood before him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

2 Timothy 2:8-15

Though Paul is chained as a prisoner, the word of God is never shackled or confined. Timothy is encouraged to pro-
claim that word of freedom in an honest and upright life as well as in his teaching and preaching.

8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel,  for which I suffer
hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. * Therefore I
endure everything for the sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with
eternal glory. ' The saying is sure: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 2if we endure, we will also
reign with him; if we deny him, he will also deny us; 1*if we are faithless, he remains faithful—he cannot deny
himself. ¥ Remind them of this, and warn them before the Lord that they are to avoid wrangling over words,
which does no good but only ruins those who are listening. '> Do your best to present yourself to God as one ap-
proved by him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God



CHILDREN’S TIME Deacon Korra Looschen
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 142
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 17 chapter beginning at the 11% verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Luke 17:11-19

Jesus’ mission includes making people clean again. Unexpectedly, a Samaritan healed of leprosy becomes a
model for those who would praise and worship God and give thanks for God’s mercy.

110On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he en-
tered a village, ten men with a skin disease approached him. Keeping their distance, 1* they called out, say-
ing, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” * When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to
the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. > Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed,
turned back, praising God with a loud voice. ' He prostrated himself at Jesus’s feet and thanked him. And
he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? So where are the other nine? 8 Did
none of them return to give glory to God except this foreigner?” * Then he said to him, “Get up and go on
your way; your faith has made you well.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you , O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Garrett Struessel
THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s on-
ly Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pon-
tius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God of Grace

Receive our prayer.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERTORY
OFFERING PRAYER

Lord of the harvest,

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of
riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffer-

ing and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we

praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.

Amen
SHARING OF COMMUNION (for those of you at home)

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:

“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”

COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation,
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of the forgiveness of sin, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come forward
for communion. We invite everyone to receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Holy Com-
munion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome”. In our serving communion trays, wine is darker red on
the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve only gluten-free bread prepared in a kitchen



excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat-gluten sensitivities. Come, taste and see, that the

Lord is good.
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COMMUNION HYMNS

“Bread of Life From Heaven”
“We Come to the Hungry Feast
“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”
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ELW 474
ELW 479
ELW 484



Bread of Life from Heaven ELW 474
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Text: Susan R. Breihl, b. 1952

ARGENTINE SANTO | BREAK NOW THE BREAD

Music: Argentine traditional, refrain; Marty Haugen, b. 1950, stanzas

Text and music © 2001 GIA Publications, Inc.
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We Come to the Hungry Feast
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Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ELW 484
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Text and music© 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and
to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN “Now Thank We All Our God” ELW 840
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Now Thank We All Our God
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WELCOME to Worship!
WELCOME to worship! We are so glad you are here!

LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the ushers.

KIDS WORSHIP BAGS are available to use during the church service. Pick one up in the narthex
so they can enjoy looking through a children's Bible, coloring in the coloring pages, or playing
with one of the toys. Kids worship bags are labeled according to age ranges. Please return the bags

after service. Thank you for bringing your kids to church

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel parking lot, one-half block north of

the church on Terry Street.

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, along the hallway leading to the Big
Room. There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and in the

Big Room.
We love seeing you in worship!
Scan the QR Code for the Following! Preacher/Presider
View the Latest Sunday Bulletin Worship Assistant

Council Hosts

Ushers

Reader

Communion Assistants

Pianist/Organist

The Rev. Garret Struessel
Deacon Korra Looschen
John Gaddis

Al Manley

Ann Hinman

Mark Hinman

Barb Mohr
Brad Hall

Mary Hall
Barb Mohr

Gary Elmquist

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license
#SBL14236. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen is copyright © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission OneLicense A-713218.
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