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[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Text: Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
Introduction: This message is to move us from the definition of faith to the application of our faith. We will see how faith agrees with God, how it differs from mere hope, how it receives, and practical steps to live out the now reality, of Christ’s finished work. We will learn how to stop relegating the Word and the IN Christ realities to the future and begin to possess what is already ours, right now!

I. Faith Agrees with God
1. Hebrews 11:1 AMPC Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses].
A. Hope does not have any substance.
B. Faith gives substance to things hoped for.
C. Faith is taking hold of the unseen realm of hope, and brings it into the realm of reality.
D. Substance: faith gives a real footing to what hope names; it possesses what is a legal right.
E. Evidence: faith produces conviction and a declaration; it validates unseen realities as present facts.
F. Romans 4:17 (as it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations”) before God whom he believed, and who raises the dead, and calls those things that do not exist as though they did.
G. “Substance” and “evidence” describe faith as a present, tangible title deed, not just a hope.
H. The creative power of the Word is present the moment God spoke it. We as the sons of God are the establishing witnesses in the earth. We can choose to agree with God or with the circumstances.
I. Many “hope” for healing or finances, but faith gives you the assurance or it is the title deed that you are healed or that your financial need is met.
J. You may hope for wisdom or strength to complete a task but faith says, “I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13)
2. Application
A. Replace aspirational hoping with a declaration of agreement with God. Faith speaks God’s verdict about a circumstance rather than reporting what is true according to the limitations of the natural realm.
B. Unbelief is taking sides against God and His Word and talks out IT fears and doubts, which are unbelief. 
C. Faith does not invent outcomes; faith recognizes and lays hold of what God has already accomplished IN Christ, and receives it NOW!

II. Distinguishing Faith from Hope
1. Hope points to the future; real Bible faith claims present possession.
A. Hope: desire for a future fulfillment; language is future tense (I hope, I want, I need).
B. Faith: present-tense possession (I am healed, my needs are met, I am strengthened).
2. James 1:5-8 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men liberally and without criticism, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, without wavering. For he who wavers is like a wave of the sea, driven and tossed with the wind. 7 Let not that man think that he will receive anything from the Lord. 8 A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.
A. God’s Word cannot work for us if we take sides against it. 
B. We are either full of faith in God or we are in unbelief.
3. One of the best ways to see what something is, is to see what it is NOT. Faith is NOT hope.
A. When praying for healing for example, test the present or future tense of your language: “Will you be healed?” — the answer reveals hope or faith.
B. If the answer is “I hope so” or “I want to be healed,” you remain in hope. 
C. If you say “I am healed” you are operating in faith.
D. If we are “hoping” to be healed then we will NOT receive anything from the Lord.
E. Wanting or needing is insufficient; believing you have it now moves you to receive.

III. How Faith Receives
1. Matthew 21:22 And whatever you ask in prayer, if you believe, you will receive.
A. Nowhere in the Bible does God say that when we pray just hope long enough and hard enough and that you will get your answer.
B. Prayer that receives is prayer spoken and then acted upon from a present-tense faith.
2. Mark 11:24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you will receive them, and you will have them.
A. How do you know if you are “in faith” really believing God or if you are just hoping?
B. “Hope” is ALWAYS future tense “I am waiting on God.”
C. Faith is ALWAYS now and is never waiting on God to come through. 
D. Faith believes in the finished works of Jesus Christ and just reaches over into the unseen realm and receives that it is mine, NOW!!
E. After we have prayed, we believe we have received our answer and from this moment forward we hold fast to that claim continually verbalizing the present-tense reality and giving thanks to God for providing it for us, IN Christ.
F. Next, we act in consistent action that corresponds with the claim (step of obedience, practical follow-through).
3. Illustration: The Church does have a “Blessed Hope” and that is the soon coming return of our Lord and the Rapture of the saints. This is a future tense as this event has yet to be fulfilled by Jesus Christ. 
However, if you are wanting to be healed it is NOT the future tense in which you want to be healed. You want healing, NOW! If you put off healing in the future or think that you are waiting on God to do something then your healing will never come and it will stay out of reach, and in the future.

IV. Moving From Hope to Faith
1. When someone recognizes that they are a sinner and wants to be saved, it not in the future that they want to be saved, it is now.
A. Many have recognized that they are sinners and that they need to be saved but have put it off as they are not yet ready to stop sinning, and many have died and gone to hell because they never made the decision to receive salvation while they had the opportunity.
B. If you were witnessing to someone about salvation and their spiritual condition you would tell them what the Bible says, wouldn’t you?
C. You would tell them that salvation is NOT based on a hope, but is based on faith. It is not enough to acknowledge the Truth about salvation. You must receive it as your present possession.
2. Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not of yourselves. It is the gift of God, 
3. Romans 10:8-13 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart.” This is the word of faith that we preach: 9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved, 10 for with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes in Him will not be ashamed.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is generous toward all who call upon Him. 13 For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
A. When we are witnessing to a person, we always tell them what to Word says, and then invite them to act on the Word by leading in the prayer of salvation at that moment and when they do, they are born again and they are saved! (2 Corinthians 5:17)
B. What we are doing is preaching the “Word of Faith” which is the NOW Word of God and leading them in acting on the Word and believing that they have received salvation, NOW!
4. However, after salvation people are often NOT taught to receive. They are taught to “hope” and that will NOT get the job done.
5. People often misunderstand what the Word has said such as healing as a possibility rather than established fact that already belong to us, IN Christ.
6. 1 Peter 2:24 He Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness. “By His wounds you were healed.”
7. 1 Peter 2:24 AMP He personally carried our sins in His body on the cross [willingly offering Himself on it, as on an altar of sacrifice], so that we might die to sin [becoming immune from the penalty and power of sin] and live for righteousness; for by His wounds you [who believe] have been healed.
A. This Scripture does NOT promise you healing.
B. A lot of what people call a Promise is NOT actually a Promise, it is a FACT that has already been fulfilled, IN Christ.
C. It tells you that healing is a finished work and it already belongs to you, IN Christ.
D. When we realize that we are not the sick trying to get healed and instead realize that healing was included in our salvation package at the new-birth we move from a future hope or a promise of healing and instead just reach out in faith and receive what already has been provided for us, IN Christ!

V. Practical Steps to Move from Hope to Faith
1. Confess what you possess
A. Replace future-tense expressions with present declarations taken from the Word. 
B. Begin to possess by asking, speaking, and living from the title deed God has given you IN Christ.
C. Say “By His stipes I am healed” instead of “I hope and pray that God will heal me.”
2. Act on the Word immediately
A. Act immediately on His Word, and refuse to rehearse unbelief. 
B. Take practical steps consistent with the Truth you received; faith without action leaves the claim inactive. 
C. Expect a miracle: do something you could not do before, get up, move something you could not move, go back to work, sow a seed expecting a harvest).
3. Root out double-mindedness
A. Identify fears based on the physical senses and counter them with the Word. 
B. Speak the Word to those thoughts, and refuse to rehearse unbelief. Use short, targeted declarations when doubt arises. (2 Corinthians 10:3-6, Romans 4:16-23)


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Describe a time you treated a Bible fact as future hope rather than present possession. What held you back from claiming it?


2. Identify a Bible Truth that you have treated as a future hope?

3. Briefly share a time when you acted immediately on a faith claim and what changed.


4. How would you explain to someone the difference between praying in hope and praying in faith so they could immediately act on the Word?


5. Prayer application: Pair up; one person identifies a need; the partner guides them to declare a Scripture in present tense and pray a faith confession.
