
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 
 

August 4, 2024 
 

Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are invited to speak sans serif Bolded type with the congregation.  
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Introduction to the day 
Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him for a sign of 

his power; perhaps it is daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel when people want a sign, 

Jesus offers himself. He is the bread come from heaven to give life to the world. He calls us to come to 

him and believe in him, and through that relationship to know the one who sent him. 
 

Prelude: “Blessed Are They”        (Roberta Rowland-Raybold)  

           Gathering 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
P: In the name if the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us pray: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen. 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P: God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question 

your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our 
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and 
your ways. Turn us again to you, for where else can we turn? Share with us the words 
of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn “ At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing”             (ELW 362) 
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*GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.      A: And also with you.   
 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before us; 

we eat and are satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need with the life that comes only 

from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen 
 
 

Word 
First Reading: 2 Samuel 11:26—12:13a 
The first readings during this summer tell the stories of the early kings of Israel: Saul, David, and Solomon. David 

has committed adultery with Bathsheba, the wife of one of his soldiers, and has arranged for her husband’s death 

in battle. Bathsheba is one of the four women (all foreigners with some troubled sexual history) Matthew mentions 

as ancestors of Jesus. 
26When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentation for 

him. 27When the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she 

became his wife, and bore him a son. 
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  But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD, 12:1and the LORD sent Nathan to 

David. He came to him, and said to him, “There were two men in a certain city, the one rich 

and the other poor. 2The rich man had very many flocks and herds; 3but the poor man had 

nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with 

him and with his children; it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink from his cup, and lie 

in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. 4Now there came a traveler to the rich man, 

and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had 

come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had 

come to him.” 5Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, 

“As the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; 6he shall restore the lamb 

fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.” 

 7Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: I anointed 

you king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul; 8I gave you your master’s 

house, and your master’s wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of 

Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have added as much more. 9Why have you 

despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah 

the Hittite with the sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with 

the sword of the Ammonites. 10Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your 

house, for you have despised me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your 

wife. 11Thus says the LORD: I will raise up trouble against you from within your own house; 

and I will take your wives before your eyes, and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie 

with your wives in the sight of this very sun. 12For you did it secretly; but I will do this thing 

before all Israel, and before the sun.” 13aDavid said to Nathan, “I have sinned against 

the LORD.”                      

                  L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm: 51                            (sung to the tune Consolation ELW 260) 

Traditionally, this great song of repentance was written by David after being convicted by Nathan’s 

story. 

 
 



5 

 

 
 

Second Reading: Ephesians 4:1-16 
For the next several weeks we will continue reading through the letter to the church in Ephesus. This 

letter purports to be written by Paul when he is imprisoned because of his faithfulness in preaching, 

especially to Gentiles. He calls the Ephesians (divided between Jewish and Gentile Christians) to unity, 

particularly because such division limits the benefits of the gifts of the Spirit which are given to 

individuals for the good of the whole community.  
1I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which 

you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 

another in love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your 

calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and 

through all and in all. 

 7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  

    8Therefore it is said, 

 “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; 

 he gave gifts to his people.” 
9(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the 

lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all 

the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some would be 

apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip the 

saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to 

the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of 

the full stature of Christ. 14We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown 

about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful 

scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is 

the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every 

ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s 

growth in building itself up in love.           

          L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  
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*Gospel Acclamation  

 

 

 
       One does not live by | bread alone,*  

        but by every word that comes from the | mouth of God. 
 

*Gospel Reading:  John 6:24-35 
This year most of our Gospel readings are from Mark. That Gospel, however, is too short to cover a full 

year, so that for the next few weeks we hear the story of the feeding of the 5000 and its aftermath from 

John’s Gospel. In his telling of the Last Supper, John does not mention a shared meal; this passage is 

his institution of Holy Communion. Jesus’s saying, “I am the bread of life” is also one of a number of 

times he says “I am” something (the Good Shepherd; the Way, the Truth, and the Life, etc.). By using 

that phrase, he is also subtly claiming to be God, who told Moses from the burning bush that his 

name was “I AM.”  
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the sixth chapter.  A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the sea,] they 

themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 

 25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did 

you come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not 

because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the 

food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will 

give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then they said to him, 

“What must we do to perform the works of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the work 

of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30So they said to him, “What sign are you 

going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you 

performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them 

bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not 

Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true 

bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and 

gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 
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 35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”              

             P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
 

*HYMN of the Day: “What Feast of Love”          (ELW 487)   

    

 

       
 

        

 

*Invitation to Baptism 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 
Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: O Wise One, your wisdom has been present in this world since its beginning. Pour out your 

wisdom into the hearts of the whole church, especially the newly baptized, lay leaders, deacons, 

pastors, and bishops. Merciful God, 

A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Holy God of all creation, you are the source of all life. Where the sun blazes hard and strong, 

bring a gentle breeze. In the places experiencing the cold of winter, bring your warmth. Merciful 

God, 

A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Compassionate God, help government leaders of this world unite for peace and justice. 

Humble all who hold authority, that power is directed toward a more just society. Merciful God, 

A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Bread of life from heaven, you feed us. Fill all who hunger with needed nutrition and open our 

hearts to eliminate hunger in this world. May we see a day when all are fed. Merciful God, 

A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: O Wisdom of truth, help us to understand your will for the church. Be with congregations 

experiencing transition, redevelopment, and the exciting yet frightening path of newness. May 

your wisdom be found at every step. Merciful God, 

A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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L: Redeeming God, we give you thanks for the lives and witness of your saints now departed 

especially Leo Ray McGinnis, Sylvia Beverly Burruano, and Royal Kline Senior. Bring your beloved 

into eternal glory, opening wide the gates to the heavenly banquet. Merciful God, 

A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them into your holy keeping. 

A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

Meal 
Offering 

Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door 

to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 

entrance of the sanctuary. 
 

Musical Offering: “Elegy”          (Raymond H. Han) 
 

Offertory: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”             (ELW 884) 

 

 

 
*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us 

to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. A: Amen. 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give


10 

 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
* DIALOGUE 

 

 

 

 
 

*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 

the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus 
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: Holy, Mighty, and Merciful God, 

in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and animals, 

the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise. 

When Sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills 

and to form us again into one. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

We proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, 

his body given up, and his victory over death, 

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 

*Lamb of God  

 

 

 

 
Communion  
L: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.    
 

Communion Hymn: “Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor”        (ELW 475) 
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*Post-Communion Blessing  
L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in grace. 
A: Amen 
            

*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 
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*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could 

ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with 

your own life. In your name we pray. A: Amen. 
 

Sending 
 

*Sending of communion 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
 

*Charge to the People  
 

*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, 

☩ and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 

 

*Sending hymn: “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”                             (ELW 618) 
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*Dismissal  
P: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
A: Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude: “When, In Our Music God is Glorified”        (Anna Laura Page) 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader...….……………………………………….Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister…………………………………….…….Eleanor Bird 

Musician.……………………………………………............. Jim Rearick 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..…Ann Reede 

Reader……………………………………………………………Karen Magnuson 
 
About St. Paul 

Purpose 
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 

 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for 

worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home.  
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Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Hymns reprinted and streamed under OneLicense Annual License, A-726322 for Aug 11, 2023 - Aug 10, 2024. Words found in psalm 

taken from Seedbed.com, written by Tim and Julie Tennent. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for public worship 

with acknowledgement of the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge. 
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