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Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost​
October 12, 2025 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!  
 

Founded by German immigrants in 1745, St. John’s Lutheran Church is one of the oldest congregations in the North 
Carolina Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are part of a rich heritage that now spans 184 
congregations and 45,000 Lutherans in North Carolina, nearly 3 million ELCA members across 65 synods in the 

United States, and a global communion of 78 million Lutherans through the Lutheran World Federation. ​
From a humble meetinghouse in 1745 to our place in the global body of Christ, St. John’s continues ​
to share God’s love far beyond our own walls, living into the promise of the communion of saints. 

 
SERVICE NOTES 

 
❖​ A printed cross ☩ is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make 

the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.” 

❖​ Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly. 
❖​ Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind 

the choir to the left. 
❖​ A nursery is available for your use. Ask an usher for directions.  
❖​ Today’s liturgy is Setting Eight from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 
❖​ Have questions? Ask the pastor. He is happy to discuss the movements of our worship service and 

why we do what we do as Lutherans.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY ON BREAK ​
We will begin a study on the Gospel of Matthew in January. Discussion books – Together by Grace: Bible 
Conversations –  can be purchased through the church office for $13.  
 
GERMAN CHRISTMAS MARKET 
Celebrate the magic of Christmas on Saturday, December 13 from 3:00-7:00 pm with a craft market, 
entertainment, food trucks, and tours of the heritage museum at St. John's Christmas Market Celebration! 
Come enjoy the season or sell your handcrafted items!   
 
CLASSIX EVENT  
The next ClassiX (fellowship for 40s, 50s) group event will be "Fall on the Farm" on November 1 at 
5:30pm at Jennifer Suther's home. The evening will also include a hayride on the Suther Farm. If anyone is 
interested in joining, please reach out to Jennifer Suther or Patti Fletcher for more information. 
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THANK YOU 
The family of Gloria Casper would like to thank everyone for all the prayers, food that was provided for 
the family, and Pr. Matt for a wonderful service. Thanks to those who brought communion while Gloria 
was unable to attend services. We appreciate everything. –Phillip Casper, Patrick Casper, and Jeff Goforth.   

 
PASTORAL CARE DURING GREECE TRIP 
While Pastor Matt is in Greece, please reach out to the church office for pastoral care emergencies that 
may require an in-person visit. Clergy will be on call. Pastor Matt will also be available via phone.  
 
PRAYERS FOR GREECE TRAVELERS 
There is a sheet in the narthex to select a specific day to pray for the Greece travelers. Please choose a day 
to ensure that the group is drenched in prayer as they travel. A list of names of those traveling will be 
provided. 
 
PASTOR TENNY RETURNS NEXT WEEK 
Pastor Tenny will return to lead worship next week. On October 26, Carol Hinson will lead worship.  
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS DATE CHANGE 
Confirmation Class originally scheduled for October 26th has been moved to November 2nd from 8:45 to 
9:45. 
 
TEN WEEKS WITH THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
October is the tenth month of the year, and we will begin ten weeks exploring all Ten Commandments. 
In 1529, Martin Luther published the Small Catechism so households could explain to their children in 
simple terms the basics of the faith: The Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, the 
Sacraments, and simple prayers for daily living. If you don’t have a copy of the Catechism, we will begin 
distributing the pocket editions in the church Narthex over the next few weeks. To support this effort, 
consider a gift to the Christian Education fund. 
 

Today’s Focus: The Second Commandment 
 
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God. 
 
WHAT IS THIS? or WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 
We are to fear and love God, so that we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s 
name, but instead use that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to 
God. 
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☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

PRELUDE                                         I Am the God That Healeth Thee                                           Moen 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The Second Commandment teaches us to honor God’s name: to pray, praise, and give thanks. 
But we confess that we have misused your holy name. We have spoken carelessly, using your name to 
curse, to wound, or to serve ourselves. We have remained silent when we might have prayed. We have 
failed to praise you in times of joy and to call upon you in times of need.  
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 
sins. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we are set free to call upon God’s name in every trouble, to pray, to 
praise, and to give thanks. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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GATHERING SONG ​                        Let Us Go Now to the Banquet                          ELW #523 

 
    
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all creation. Keep us safe from 
all that may hurt us, that, whole and well in body and spirit, we may with grateful hearts accomplish all 
that you would have us do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 

 
6 



 

 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES​
Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the pastor.  
 
FIRST READING: 2 KINGS 5:1-3, 7-15c​
A reading from 2nd Kings. 

1 Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favor with his master 
because by him the LORD had given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from a 
skin disease. 2 Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of 
Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only my lord were with the prophet 
who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his skin disease.”​
   7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to give death or life, 
that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his skin disease? Just look and see how he is trying to pick 
a quarrel with me.”​
   8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a message 
to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that he may learn that there is a 
prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s 
house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall 
be restored, and you shall be clean.” 11 But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, “I thought that 
for me he would surely come out and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God and would wave his 
hand over the spot and cure the skin disease! 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better 
than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage. 
13 But his servants approached and said to him, “Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do 
something difficult, would you not have done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, ‘Wash, 
and be clean’?” 14 So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word 
of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.​
   15a, b, c Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and stood before him and 
said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 111 
We read Psalm 111 responsively 

 
 

1 Praise the Lord!​
  I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole 
heart, in the company of the upright, in the 
congregation.​
  2 Great are the works of the Lord,​
   studied by all who delight in them.​
  3 Full of honor and majesty is his work,​
   and his righteousness endures forever.​
  4 He has gained renown by his wonderful 
deeds; the Lord is gracious and merciful.​
  5 He provides food for those who fear him;​
   he is ever mindful of his covenant.​
  6 He has shown his people the power of his 
works, in giving them the heritage of the 
nations.​

  7 The works of his hands are faithful and just;​
   all his precepts are trustworthy.​
  8 They are established forever and ever,​
   to be performed with faithfulness and 
uprightness.​
  9 He sent redemption to his people;​
   he has commanded his covenant forever.​
   Holy and awesome is his name.​
  10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom; all those who practice it have a good 
understanding. His praise endures forever. 

 
 

 

 
SECOND READING: 2 TIMOTHY 2:8-15​
A reading from 2nd Timothy. 

8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel, 9 for which I 
suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. 
10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain the salvation that is 
in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 11 The saying is sure:​
  If we have died with him, we will also live with him;​
  12 if we endure, we will also reign with him;​
  if we deny him, he will also deny us;​
  13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful—​
  he cannot deny himself.​
​
   14 Remind them of this, and warn them before the Lord that they are to avoid wrangling over words, 
which does no good but only ruins those who are listening. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as 
one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: LUKE 17:11-19​
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

11 On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he 
entered a village, ten men with a skin disease approached him. Keeping their distance, 13 they called out, 
saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14 When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves 
to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. 16 He prostrated himself at Jesus’s feet and thanked 
him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? So where are the other nine? 
18 Did none of them return to give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Get up 
and go on your way; your faith has made you well.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON​ ​ ​       ​ ​         ​ ​ ​ ​                    The Rev. Matt Hansen 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                      We Come to You for Healing, Lord                            ELW #617 

 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church, we confess our faith.  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,​
​ suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
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☩ MEAL ☩ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING 
You may give online, by visiting www.stjohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115. 
  
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                               We Walk by Faith                              Alfred & Haugen  
                                                                      
OFFERING SONG                          We Give Thee but Thine Own                                 ​    ELW #686 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to 
set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply 
what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE​
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 

​
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE​
Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might be satisfied 
by your abundance. You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel 
with manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after 
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his coming again to 
share with us the everlasting feast. By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to 
serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. Through him all 
glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  

❖​ You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead, please come 
forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.  

❖​ The homemade communion bread is gluten free. If you prefer a wafer, please indicate by raising a finger as 
you approach the pastor. Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your 
servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
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☩ SENDING ☩ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING AND SENDING OF QUILTS 
God, you call us to love our neighbors as ourselves. Send forth your Spirit today as we call upon you to 
bless our work and make it holy. Help these quilts, our offerings of hope, travel across the furthest 
distances to reach our most weary neighbors and surround them with your grace and peace. 
Jesus, open our hearts to love our neighbors.  
 
God, we give you thanks for the pieces of fabric, thread, and for sewing machines. May the presence of 
these quilts be a sign of your faithful promise, may these quilts wrap our neighbors in unending love and 
may they offer dignity and healing. 
Jesus, open our hearts to love our neighbors.  
 
God, we give thanks for all those who have taken part in creating these quilts. May you guide us to greater 
empathy for our neighbors in crisis, for the mothers that struggle to feed their hungry children, for the 
fearful, the anxious, the isolated. May these quilts provide comfort and relief to those who are 
downtrodden around 
the world. 
Jesus, open our hearts to love our neighbors.  
 
God, be with those who will receive these gifts  — neighbors we have never met, neighbors who are far 
away, neighbors who, like us, long for your grace and mercy. May the work crafted from our humble 
hands serve as a beacon of light and hope to those who are desolate and hopeless and fill them with the 
peace that is only found in you. 
Jesus, open our hearts to love our neighbors.  
 
We thank you for this ministry of service, for the opportunity to comfort those in their darkest hours, to 
remind our neighbors in Christ of your loving presence. Bring us ever closer to your heart and our 
neighbors in need throughout the world. We pray all this in the name of Jesus, the one who is our hope. 
Amen. 
 
Emboldened by God’s eternal and unconditional love for all people, let us go and do likewise, and share 
our blessings with neighbors near and far, in the name of the Father, the Son +, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG​        ​                Healer of Our Every Ill                                   ELW #612 

  
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE                                 Heal Us, O God, Emmanuel                                                Cruger 
                                                 

 
PRAYER LIST 

 
Immediate Care Concern 

Anne Moose (Recent car accident), Bob Blackwelder (Recovery from surgery)​
 

Ongoing Care Concern 
Pat Blackwelder (Home), Nancy Deal (Home), Lisa Edwards (Health condition), Judy Fisher (Home), ​

Susan Hayes (Recovery from surgery), Rick McRorie (Health condition), Roger Shoaf (Health condition), ​
Stan Parnell (Health condition), Al Sundling (Health condition), Lucy Thomas (Health condition), ​

Elaine Petrea (Home), King Walters (Health condition), Pr. Bob Young (Health condition) 
 

Residents in Care Facilities  
Larry & Faye Cline (Trinity Oaks), Pr. Don Deal (Trinity Oaks), Betty Ritchie (Trinity Oaks), Amelia 

Ritchie (Terra Bella), Martha Suther (Brookdale Concord), Joy Waddell (Mt. Pleasant House), ​
Kay Walker (Brookdale Concord) 
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SERVING TODAY
 

The Rev. Matt Hansen  Presiding Minister 

Catherine Ritch Organist 

                                                                          Patti Fletcher  Lector 

Kate Ritchie, Brenda Miller, Jill Love Communion Assistants 

John DeVitto, Charles Eudy, Kevin Edwards Ushers 

Rowland Family Livestream Support 

Bonita & Claire Rowland Nursery Attendants 

Anne Shuping & Sheryll Garfola Altar Guild 

Connor Rowland Teller Lead 

 
CONTACT US

 

BY PHONE 

Melinda Redding, Church Office (704) 436-6081 
Admin Assistant’s Mobile (704) 213-0784 

Pastor Matt’s Mobile (612) 704-2828  

ONLINE 

Office Email office@stjohnsconcord.com 
Pastor Matt’s Email matt@stjohnsconcord.com 

ON-SITE 

Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025 
Admin Assistant’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, 8am-1:30pm; Fri, 8am-Noon 

Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment. 
↪ Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday ↩ 

 
The mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach. 

 
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS016664. 

 New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. 
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