
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

December 8, 2024 
 

Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are invited to speak sans serif Bolded type with the congregation.  
 



2 

 

Introduction to the day 
Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness 

may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as 

forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. 

In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in capturing a vision of the 

“salvation of God.” 

 
Prelude: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”            (Charles Callahan) 
                      

 

Gathering 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon. 
A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P: God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human 

authority alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
 

P: God of might, we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our 

neighbors. We have trusted false promises. 
 

P: God in our midst, we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your 

mercy to birth in us. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

 

*Gathering Hymn “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”             (ELW 254) 
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*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  A: And also, with you.   
 

KYRIE 
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Hymn OF PRAISE 
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*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you.  A: And also, with you.   

P: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 

coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. A: Amen. 
 

*Lighting of the Advent Wreath (Christ be our Light, verse 2)              
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P: Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. You fasten righteousness 

around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. Bless us as we mirror your mighty 

fire in these simple flames and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare. In 

the name of Christ, we plead that peace abound, until none hurt or destroy over all the 

earth. A: Amen. 

 

Word 
First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 
The book of Malachi was written after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon. Although the exiles were 

home and the temple was being rebuilt, times were still difficult for the weak, impoverished Israelites. Malachi 

attributed those difficulties to their continuing faithlessness, and in particular to the priests’ laxity in their 

duties to sacrifice and to teach. Christians connect this passage to the ministry of John the Baptist, described 

in the Gospel reading. 
1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 

seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 

delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his 

coming, and who can stand when he appears? 



7 

 

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like washers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 

they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and 

Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD, as in the days of old and as in former years.                    

                  L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

Canticle: Luke 1:68-79 “Blessed Be the God of Israel”         (ELW 250) 

Usually the response to the first reading is a psalm, but occasionally (especially during Advent), it is 

another song from Scripture. Today’s is the song sung by John the Baptist’s father at his birth. This 

canticle, known as the Benedictus, is traditionally the featured canticle of the Morning Prayer office. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 
Philippians is perhaps Paul’s happiest letter, delighting in the support and faithfulness of the 

community. Ironically, it is written from one of Paul’s unhappiest situations, as he is imprisoned. As 

always, however, Paul is confident that present sufferings will not compare to the joy at the return of 

Christ in justice and glory.  
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3 I thank my God for every remembrance of you, 4 always in every one of my prayers for all of 

you, praying with joy 5 for your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 I am 

confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it 

until the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because I 

hold you in my heart, for all of you are my partners in God’s grace, both in my imprisonment 

and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for all 

of you with the tender affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer, that your love may 

overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10 to help you to determine what 

really matters, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11 having 

produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 

praise of God.          

            L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation  

 
 
*Gospel Reading: Luke 3:1-6 
Luke did not set the births of John the Baptist and Jesus in some mythological never-never land, but 

took care to place them in a specific historical period (during the reigns of Augustus Caesar and Herod 

the Great). Here, thirty years later, as their ministries begin, he describes the historical situation at 

length. Perhaps he is not only making sure that the Word of God comes into particular places and 

times, but that it does not always come through the means (like priests and kings) we would expect. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the third chapter.  A: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea 

and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and 

Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into 
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all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

  make his paths straight. 

 5 Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth, 

 6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”          

              P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
 

HYMN of the Day: “On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry”              (ELW 249)               

       

        

 
 

 
 

 

*Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
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maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for 

God’s presence. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: Refining God, move through your church. Root out practices that harm your people, and 

kindle a fire for sharing the gospel among bishops, pastors, deacons, and all the baptized. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
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L: Renewing God, transform your creation. Steer us from habits that harm what you have 

made, and guide us in practices that preserve and restore creatures and habitats. Lord, in 

your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 

L: Ruling God, teach the nations your ways. Strengthen organizations and communities that 

broker peace and care for refugees, immigrants, and all caught in the center of conflict 

(especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Rescuing God, restore your people who are in any need. Heal all who are suffering 

(especially). Provide comfort and strength, and nurture sustained wholeness for the future. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Reforming God, fill this congregation with your presence. Enrich our seasonal 

preparations, and bless the efforts by worship committees, music ensembles, staff, clergy, 

and lay leaders as they work in the weeks ahead. Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: Reassuring God, we remember those who have died and rest in you, especially John 

Kessinger. Guide us in deep gratitude for their life, and allow us to learn from their faithful 

witness. Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the 

name of Jesus Christ. 
A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

Meal 
Offering 

Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door 

to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 

entrance of the sanctuary. 
 

Musical Offering: “As the Dark Awaits the Dawn”          (David Lasky) 

 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Offertory: “People, Look East”  vs. 2                                   (ELW 248) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you 

draw near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with 

this food that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

A: Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
* DIALOGUE 
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*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comfort your 

people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the 

day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 

our Salvation and our Hope, 

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 
 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 

you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 
 

At this end of the ages 

your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 

and to heal all the suffering world. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
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broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Until his glorious Advent, we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 

we await his coming again 

in righteousness and peace. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send your Spirit on us 

and on this bread and wine we share: 

strengthen our faith, 

increase our hope, 

and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 
A: Amen 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table. 
 

*Lamb of God  

 

 

 

 
 

A note on Communion Wafers 
To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerant to be able to eat the 

Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads and are 

known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of gluten. 

However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much gluten is in them. 

Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 15ppm gluten or less (The 

US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten free”). Use the QR Code and look for 

the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request. 
 

Communion  
L: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.   
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Communion Hymn: “Carol Our Christmas” A New Zealand Christmas Carol 

 

 

 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing  
L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in grace.  
A: Amen. 
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*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 

 

 

 

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. 

We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering 

us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed 

the hungry in your name. A: Amen. 
 

Sending 
*Sending of communion 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
 

*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
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*Sending hymn: “Prepare the Royal Highway”                                  (ELW 264) 

 

 

 
*Dismissal  
P: Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 
A: Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude: “Prepare the Royal Highway”      (Michael Burkhardt) 
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Daily Readings for the week 
 
Sunday, December 8    Thursday, December 12 

Malachi 3:1-4      Amos 6:1-8 

Baruch 5:1-9 {alternate}     2 Corinthians 8:1-15 

Luke 1:68-79 (78)      Isaiah 12:2-6 

Philippians 1:3-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

 

Monday, December 9    Friday, December 13 

Isaiah 40:1-11     Isaiah 12:2-6 

Romans 8:22-25     2 Corinthians 9:1-15 

Psalm 126     Isaiah 12:2-6 

 

Tuesday, December 10    Saturday, December 14 

Isaiah 19:18-25     Amos 9:8-15 

2 Peter 1:2-15     Luke 1:57-66 

Psalm 126     Isaiah 12:2-6 
 

Wednesday, December 11 

Isaiah 35:3-7 

Luke 7:18-30 

Psalm 126 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader...….……………………………………….Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister…………………………………….…….Michelle McMullen 

Musician.……………………………………………............. James Rearick 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..…Delorse Homan 

Reader……………………………………………………………Morgen Hummel 
 
About St. Paul 

Purpose 
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 

 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for 

worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home.  
 

Copyright and License Information   
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright (c) 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000528. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright (c) 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Hymns reprinted and streamed under OneLicense Annual License, A-726322 for Aug 11, 2024 - Aug 10, 2025. The Scriptural Prones 

(introductions to the pericopes) are written by the Rev. Dr. Mark Oldenburg and used with permission. Words found in psalm taken 

from Seedbed.com, written by Tim and Julie Tennent. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for public worship with 

acknowledgement of the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge. 
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