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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy 

most pure body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to 

the world. For which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O 

giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, 

glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind. 
 

ل  أبوليتيكيون القيامة باللحنِ الأوَّ
تَ في اليَوْمِ الثالِثِ أيُّها المُخَلِ ص، إنَّ الحجَرَ لمَّا خُتِمَ مِنَ اليَهود، وجسَدَكَ الطاهِرَ حُفِظَ مِنَ الجُنْد، قُمْ 

ماوات، هتَفُوا إليكَ يا واهِبَ الحياة: المَجْدُ لِقِيامَتِكَ أيُّها المَسيح،  مانِحاً العالَمَ الحياة. لِذلِكَ قُو اتُ السَّ
.المَجْدُ لِمُلْكِكَ، المَجْدُ لِتَدْبيرِكَ، يا مُحبَّ البَشَرِ وَحْدَك  

 
APOLYTIKION OF THE HOLY FATHERS IN TONE EIGHT 

Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise Who didst establish our holy 

Fathers as luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto 

the true Faith, O most merciful One, glory to Thee. 

 
 أبوليتيكيون لأحد الآباء باللحنِ الثامن

يسينَ على الأرْضِ كَواكِبَ لامِعَة،  سْتَ آباءَنا القِدِ  أنْتَ أيُّها المَسيحُ إلهُنا الفائِقُ التَّسْبيح، يا مَنْ أسَّ
، يا جَزيلَ الرَّحْمَةِ، المَجْدُ لَك.  وبِهِمْ هَدَيْتَنا جميعاً إلى الإيمانِ الحَقيقي 

 
APOLYTIKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN 

When, O Christ our God, Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, Thou 

didst reveal Thy glory to Thy Disciples in proportion as they could bear it. 

Let Thine everlasting light also enlighten us sinners, through the 

intercessions of the Theotokos, O Thou Bestower of light, glory to Thee.  

 

 أبوليتيكيون تجَليّ ربِّنا يسَُوعَ المَسِيح باللحنِ السابِع

أظْهَرْتَ مَجْدَكَ لِلْتلاميذِ حَسْبَما اسْتَطاعوا، فأَشْرِقْ لنا نَحْنُ  ،لمَّا تَجَلَّيْتَ أيُّها المَسيحُ الإلهُ في الجَبَلِ 
، بِشَفاعاتِ والِدَةِ الإلهِ، يا مانِحَ الن ورِ  ، المَجْدُ لك.الخَطَأة نورَكَ الأزَلي   

 
 



 

 

ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO 

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the 

Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have 

sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry 

unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou 

who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee. 

 
 قِنداق باللحنِ الثاني

المَرْدُودة، لا تُعْرِضِي عَنْ يا شَفيعَةَ المَسيحيينَ غَيْرَ الخازِيَة، الوَسيطَةَ لَدَى الخالِقِ غَيْرَ 
أصْواتِ طَلِبَاتِنا نحْنُ الخَطَأَة، بَلْ تَدارَكينا بالمَعونَةِ بِما أنَّكِ صالِحَة، نحْنُ الصارِخِينَ إليْكِ بإيمانٍ: 

مِي عَةَ دائِمًا بِمُكَرِ  كِ.بادِرِي إلَى الشَفاعَةِ وأسْرِعِي في الطِلْبَةِ، يا والِدَةَ الإلَه، المُتَشَفِ   

 

THE EPISTLE  

Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers.  

For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done to us. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to St. Titus. (3:8-15) 

Titus, my son, faithful is the saying, and concerning these things I desire 

you to affirm confidently, that those who have believed in God may be 

thoughtful of how to preside in honorable occupations. These things are 

good and profitable to men. But avoid foolish disputes, and genealogies, 

and contentions, and controversies about the Law; for they are 

unprofitable and vain. A man who is a heretic after the first and second 

admonition reject, knowing that such a one is subverted, and sins, being 

self-condemned. When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicós, give diligence 

to come to me to Nicopolis; for I have determined to winter there. Set 

forward Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that 

they may be lacking in nothing. And let our people also learn how to 

preside in honorable occupations, so as to help in cases of urgent need, 

that they should not be unfruitful. All who are with me salute you. Salute 

those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen. 

 
 

 



 

 

 الرسالة 

 بُّ إلهَ آبائِنا.مبُارَكٌ أَنْتَ يا رَ 
 لأنَّكَ عَدْلٌ في كُل ِ ما صَنعَْتَ بِناَ.

يسِ بولُسَ الرَّسولِ إلى تيطس.  فَصلٌ مِن رِسالَةِ القِدِ 
رَ حَت ى يَهتَمَّ الذينَ آمَنوا بِالِله في القِيامِ  يا وَلدي تيطُس، صادِقَةٌ هِيَ الكَلِمةُ وَإي اها أُريدُ أَن تُقَرِ 

الحَسَنَةِ، فَهَذِهِ هِيَ الَأعمالُ الحَسَنَةُ والن افِعَة. أَم ا المُباحَثاتُ الهَذَيانِيَّةُ والَأنْسابُ والخُصوماتُ بِالَأعمالِ 
خْرى والمُماحَكاتُ الن اموسِيَّةُ فاجْتَنِبها، فَإنَّها غَيرُ نافِعَةٍ وَباطِلَةٌ. وَرَجُلُ البِدْعَةِ بَعدَ الإنْذارِ مَرَّةً وَأُ 

ضْ عَنهُ. عالِمًا أَنَّ مَنْ هُوَ كَذلِكَ قَدِ اعْتَسَفَ، وَهوَ في الخَطيئَةِ يَقْضي بِنَفسِهِ عَلى نَفسِهِ. وَمَتى أعَْرِ 
أَرْسَلتُ إلَيكَ أَرْتيماسَ أَو تيخيكُسَ، فَبادِرْ أَنْ تَأتِيَني إلى نيكوبولِسَ لأنَ ي قَدْ عَزَمْتُ أَنْ أُشَتِ يَ هُناك.  

ا أَنْ عَلِ مُ الن اموسِ وَأَبُل وسُ، فاجْتَهِدْ أَنْ تُشَيِ عَهُما مُتَأَهِ بَينِ لِئَلاَّ يُعوِزَهُما شَيءٌ. وَلْيَتَعَلَّمْ ذَوونأَم ا زيناسُ مُ 
رورِيَّةِ حَت ى لا يَكونوا غَيرَ مُثْمِرين. يُسَلِ مُ عَلَيكَ جَميعُ الذينَ  الِحَةِ لِلْحاجاتِ الضَّ يَقوموا بِالَأعمالِ الص 

 مَعي، سَلِ م عَلى الذينَ يُحِبُّونَنا في الإيمانِ، النِ عمَةُ مَعَكُم أَجمَعينَ. آمين.

 

THE GOSPEL  

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (8:5-15) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he 

sowed, some fell along the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of 

the air devoured it.  And some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered 

away, because it had no moisture.  And some fell among thorns; and the 

thorns grew with it and choked it.  And some fell into good soil and grew, 

and yielded a hundredfold.”  And when His Disciples asked Him what this 

parable meant, Jesus said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of 

the kingdom of God; but for others they are in parables, so that seeing they 

may not see, and hearing they may not understand.  Now the parable is this: 

The seed is the word of God.  The ones along the path are those who have 

heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts that 

they may not believe and be saved.  And the ones on the rock are those who, 

when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these have no root, they 

believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away.  And as for what fell 

among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way, they 



 

 

are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does 

not mature.  And as for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the 

word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with 

patience.”  As Jesus said this, He called out, “He who has ears to hear, let 

him hear.” 

 

 الإنجيل

يسِ  الإنْجيلِيِ  البَشيرِ والتلْميذِ الطاهِرـلوقا فصلٌ شَريفٌ مِنْ بِشارَةِ القِد   
يَزْرَعُ، سَقَطَ بَعْضٌ على الطريقِ، فَوُطِئَ قالَ الرَّبُّ هَذا المَثَل: خَرَجَ الزارِعُ لِيَزْرَعَ زَرْعَهُ. وفيما هُوَ 

خْرِ، فَلَمَّا نَبَتَ يَبِسَ لأنَّهُ لَمْ تَكُنْ لَهُ رُطوبَةٌ. وبَعْضٌ   وأَكَلَتْهُ طُيورُ السماءِ. والبَعْضُ سَقَطَ على الصَّ
وْكُ مَعَهُ فَخَنَقَهُ. وبَعْضٌ سَقَطَ في الأ وْكِ، فَنَبَتَ الشَّ رْضِ الصالِحَةِ، فَلَم ا نَبَتَ أَثْمَرَ مائَةَ سَقَطَ بَيْنَ الشَّ

ضِعْفٍ. فَسَأَلَهُ تلاميذُهُ ما عَسى أَنْ يَكونَ هذا الْمَثَلُ. فَقالَ: لَكُمْ قدْ أعُْطِيَ أنْ تَعْرِفُوا أَسْرارَ مَلَكوتِ 
هَمُوا وهُمْ سامِعُون. وهَذا هُوَ المَثَل: الله، وأَمَّا الباقُونَ فَبِأَمْثالٍ، لِكَيْ لا يَنْظُرُوا وهُمْ ناظِرونَ، ولا يَفْ 

رْعُ هُوَ كَلِمَةُ الله. والذينَ على الطَّريقِ هُمُ الذينَ يَسْمَعونَ، ثُمَّ يَأْتي إبْليسُ ويَنْزِعُ الكَلِمَةَ مِنْ قُ  لوبِهِمْ الزَّ
خْرِ هُمُ الذينَ يَسْمَعونَ ال كَلِمَةَ ويَقْبَلونَها بِفَرَحٍ، ولَكنْ لَيْسَ لَهُمْ لِئَلا  يُؤمِنوا فَيَخْلُصُوا. والذينَ عَلى الصَّ

وكِ، هُمُ الذينَ يَسْمَعونَ  أَصْلٌ، وإنَّما يُؤمِنونَ إلى حينٍ، وفي وَقْتِ التَّجْرِبَةِ يَرْتَدُّون. والذي سَقَطَ في الشَّ
فَلا يَأْتونَ بِثَمَرٍ. وأمَّا الذي سَقَطَ في الَأرْضِ  ثُمَّ يَذْهَبونَ فَيَخْتَنِقونَ بِهُمومِ هَذِهِ الحَياةِ وغِناها وَمَلَذ اتِها،

هَذا الجَيِ دَةِ، فَهُمُ الذينَ يَسْمَعونَ الكَلِمَةَ فَيَحْفَظونَها في قَلْبٍ جَيِ دٍ صالِحٍ، ويُثْمِرونَ بالصَبْرِ. ولَم ا قالَ 
 نادَى: مَنْ لَهُ أُذُنانِ للْسَمَعِ فلْيَسْمَع.

 
HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION 

OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good of 

the parish council members, the building committee and the Ladies 

Auxiliary and their families. Many Years! 
 

OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good 

health of all the families in Gaza, Palestine, Syria, Lebanon and Ukraine and 

all the countries has the unrest in the world. Many Years! 

 

OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good 

health of the Youth, the SOYO and their families. Many Years! 

 



 

 

OFFERED BY: George Omran and his daughters for the good health of 

beloved wife and mother, Jeanette wishing her a speedy recovery. Many 

Years! 

 

OFFERED BY: Salim and Wardeh Asfour on the occasion of their wedding 

anniversary (Oct 13) and the good health of the Asfour family. Many Years! 

 

OFFERED BY: Faten Mansour, Lara, Chris and Christian Zeidan in 

remembrance of their beloved Mom and Grandmother Margo Mansour on 

the occasion of her ten years memorial (Oct 20, 2015). Memory Eternal! 

 
 

OFFERED BY: Stella, Yousef, Suhair, Osama, Amani Nijmeh and Haifa 

Shadid in remembrance of their beloved Father and Grandfather Elias 

Nijmeh on the occasion of his five years memorial (Oct 18, 2020). Memory 

Eternal! 
 
 

 

COFFEE HOUR AND LUNCHEON  

Offered By: The Parish Community 

Appreciation Lunch for our Annual Food Festival Sponsors, Workers and 

Donors. 

 

(To host the Coffee Hour, please contact Wardeh Asfour @408-718-3339) 

office@orthodoxredeemer.org   

Online Link: https://holytransfiguration.breezechms.com/form/26c422  

 

Services Schedule Every Week 
Matins @ 9:00 AM  

Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 AM  

Vespers: Every Saturday @ 5:00 PM 

(Please check your email in case of any cancellations for Vespers) 

 

 

mailto:office@orthodoxredeemer.org
https://holytransfiguration.breezechms.com/form/26c422


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH COUNCIL 2025 

The Parish Council members’ of 2025. Chair President; Bassam Khoury, 

Vice-Chair; Linda Salah, Treasurer; Dania Amireh Baker, Secretary; Maria 

Segal, Jad Bateh, Sana Eideh,  Johnny Khamis, Didi Kreitem, Maher Fasheh 

and Rowida Barghouth. Sheila Veizades will represent the Antiochian 

Women Committee and Salem Aweiss will represent the Men Fellowship 

Committee. 

 

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN 2025 

The Antiochian Women Committee Leaders of 2025. Wardeh Asfour, 

Rowida Barghouth, Rima Gannage, Diana Khoury, Sheila Veizades and 

Hala Aboujudom (Sunshine). 

 

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER YOUNG ADULTS 

Young adults (college age and up to 39-1/2) meet on the first Sunday of the 

month and organize social, educational, and volunteer activities. For more 

information, please contact Fr. Theodor Sakellar @ 408-455-8145 
 
 

SOYO (YOUTH GROUP 12-18 YEARS) 

Our SOYO (Youth Group) is active through the leadership of the Advisors: 

Dominic Youssef and Caesar Haddad. The officers are: President; Isabella 

Zarzar, Vice-President; Riad Akery, Secretary; Adriana Ajlouni, Treasurer; 

The Church Office Needs a Laptop 

Our Church Office is in need of a new laptop for daily 

administrative work. 

If you are able to donate a laptop, please contact the office at 

office@orthodoxredeemer.org  

Or reach out to Ibtisam Kreitem at (408) 594-3000. 

Thank you for your generosity and continued support. 

God Bless, Church Office Secretary. 
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Breanna Zarzar, Social Media Coordinator; Eliana Halteh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday School Registration is now open. Please register your children 

ASAP. Registration forms are available at the church hall or on church 

Website: http://www.orthodoxredeemer.org/schoolregistration  

 

School Schedule: 

Sunday school starts 9/14/25 and ends 5/17/26.  Sunday school graduation 

Ceremony will be on 5/17/26.  Sunday school classes begin after communion 

and ends at 12:30pm. 
 

Teachers: Samuel Hage, Hussam Ibrahim, Dimitry Youssef, Heather 

Simonovich, Randa Hanani and Jocelyn Mikhael. Caitlin Timothy and Alia 

Nystrom as back-up/support. 

 

Orthodoxy 101 Class 
Have you ever wondered why St John the Forerunner is depicted with 

wings? Or, why do we have a 2 headed eagle on our rug?  

Join us in the church during coffee hour (after getting a cup of coffee and a 

bite!) to learn about Icons in the Orthodox Church. We will aim for 30 

minutes. Everyone is welcome!  

 

OCTOBER 12th and 19th: No class! 

OCTOBER 26th: The Liturgical Calendar  

NOVEMBER 2nd, 9th, and 16th: Christ and the Incarnation. 

October Youth Month 

October is youth month. We encourage all youth group (SOYO) to 

participate in this month by reading the Epistle, prepare and read a 

Sermon, or ushering at the church during the Divine Liturgy. 

Sermon: Christina Alnweisser 

Epistle: Riad Akkary 
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"On Our Way to Bethlehem" 

 

CHRISTMAS PLAY 

Sunday December 21, 2025 
This year’s Sunday School Christmas pageant is "On Our Way to 

Bethlehem" to be performed after Divine Liturgy on Sunday December 21st. 
 

We will begin casting after church this Sunday October 5, 2025, and 

rehearse every Sunday for about 1 hour following the end of Sunday School. 

Dress rehearsal will be on Saturday December 20 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM, and 

the play will be after Liturgy on Sunday December 21. Parents are requested 

to sign up their children this Sunday and to bring them to church/rehearsal 

every Sunday. Thank you! --Nancy Godfrey—email any questions to: 

pianogurl26@gmail.com 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE CHURCH 

Please save the date 

- Advent Fast: Fast starts November 15- December 24. 

- Blessing of the Girls: November 23, blessing of the girls after the 

Divine Liturgy. Please make sure to bring your daughter to church. 

- Thanksgiving Agape:  Potluck Luncheon on Sunday November 23 

after the Divine Liturgy.  

- St. Barbara Day: December 7, sponsored by the ladies auxiliary. 

Please bring a pot of our traditional Burbara to share with everyone. 

- Christmas Play: December 21, Christmas play after the Liturgy. 

- Christmas Services: Evening, Divine Liturgy for the Nativity on Dec 

24th @ 8:00pm. 

mailto:pianogurl26@gmail.com


 

 

The Broken Church 

By Metropolitan Saba (Isper) 

The Church, in her visible and human face, is always broken by the sins of her 

children. She is hanged upon the Cross of tension stretched between her longing 

for the heavens as a radiant bride without blemish or fault; and the passions, 

weaknesses, and falls of her earthly members who knowingly or unknowingly stain 

her garment, hinder her mission, and pull her downward. This is also the image of 

the Christian. A believer is one who fully recognizes his weakness and his 

inclination toward sin yet continually strives toward the heights. This is the 

struggle of a lifetime. He draws from the grace of God and from constant 

repentance both his hope and his path to salvation. That is why we find, in the lives 

of the saints, men and women who reached great heights of purity and holiness, yet 

still, on their deathbeds, begged for a few more days so that they might begin 

repentance. 

The visible face of the Church is revealed through her members. They are human 

beings who, through their union with Christ the Head of the Church, are united to 

one another as one Body. At least, that is how it should be. In reality, they are not 

always this bright image. Their ongoing repentance, which should be their daily way 

of life, helps them approach that ideal. But in truth, many within the Church, in all 

her ranks and orders, are caught up in many other concerns more than in the Lord 

of the Church Himself who is the very reason for their being in the Church at all. 

The believers who are still living in this world are known as the “Church Militant,” 

while those who have entered eternal life are called the “Church Triumphant.” Yet 

the Church remains one; these are only educational terms, not dogmatic 

distinctions. The “Church Militant,” like every human community, is always 

vulnerable to corruption and failure. Therefore, she constantly needs spiritual 

struggle, correction, and renewal. Every human group is susceptible to weakness, 

and the earthly Church is no exception though she possesses the gift of repentance 

that can wash away the soot of her children from her face. As the Apostle Paul said, 



 

 

“We have this treasure [faith] in earthen vessels [sinful humans], (2 Cor. 4:7)” not 

in vessels of steel. 

The more her members long for eternal life and begin to live it here and now, the 

more the Church reflects the image of the Kingdom in this world. Otherwise, 

everything in her remains of this world, even if wrapped in religious language and 

called “Christian.” Renunciation of worldliness and freedom from its temptations 

are essential conditions for the Church to remain faithful to her Lord. Whoever does 

not believe with certainty that in the Church we are “poor, yet making many rich; 

having nothing, yet possessing everything” (2 Cor. 6:10) is still far from the mind 

of Christ, which the Scriptures command us to acquire and make our own. 

For many, the Church is seen as an organization to be run by the spirit of this world, 

since it holds resources, institutions, and influence. They think that as long as the 

Church has money, property, and administrative structures, her witness is secure. 

They imagine that material wealth alone can ensure her mission and thus they 

become careless about how it is obtained, justifying questionable means. They 

forget that the Lord of the Church provides what is needed when there are pure and 

faithful hearts devoted to Him. Certainly, earthly goods, when placed in service of 

the Gospel, can support the Church’s witness and ministry. But they cannot create 

it. True witness is born only from souls in love with Christ, who have made eternal 

life their goal. 

When the People of God are consumed by earthly concerns, they fall into the trap 

of forgetting the Giver and losing sight of the goal. When believers rely on their own 

cleverness, planning, and worldly wisdom as though the Head of the Church (Christ) 

were absent, they estrange the Church from her Lord, instead of estranging 

themselves from the world (2 Cor. 5:8). Then, they begin to justify whatever seems 

profitable or advantageous, even crossing the boundaries of what the canons 

forbid, offering a thousand excuses. The Church needs saints to remain upright. The 

saints possess discernment, the ability to distinguish between what belongs to God 

and what belongs to the world. Only the humble keep the Lord’s voice audible and 

obeyed within the Church. 



 

 

If you desire the Church to be faithful and striving, begin with yourself. Change 

yourself. Purify and cleanse your heart. Listen to the divine Word with reverence. 

Examine your thoughts and actions daily. Shake off the dust of sin and clothe 

yourself with repentance without ceasing. Then you will become a new person able 

to recognize your Lord’s voice and will, to act according to His pleasure, and to pass 

that breath of life to your brothers and sisters. 

Once, a journalist tried to trap Mother Teresa of Calcutta with a provocative 

question: “What should change in the Church?” She replied with deep wisdom, 

“You and I.” Indeed, as long as believers continue to indulge in easy criticism, 

casting accusations at this or that person while excusing themselves, the face of 

Christ in His Church will remain wounded and nothing will change. With their 

constant criticism, they disfigure His face with their own hands often without 

realizing it. But ignorance does not excuse responsibility. 

Christ is present in His Church: in the Liturgy, in the Holy Mysteries, in lives of 

virtue, in the patience of those who are suffering, in the joy of the pure, in the faces 

of those who love, in the struggle of the repentant, in the innocence of the chaste, in 

the smile of the gentle, in the cheerfulness of the generous, in the simplicity of the 

humble, in the detachment of the wealthy, in the contentment of the poor, in the 

integrity of the faithful, in the service of the needy, in the silence of those who are 

content, and in the hearts of those who are positive. Christ is in our midst, so let us 

recognize His presence, bear witness to Him, and work so that our sight of Him 

never fades from among us. Let us be those who light candles instead of merely 

cursing the darkness. 

Then, perhaps, He will forgive our shortcomings and make us part of His little flock.  

 



 

 

  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 


