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Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are invited to speak sans serif Bolded type with the congregation.  
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Introduction to the day 
The archangel Michael is pictured as a prince and a general of the heavenly army, defeating the 

dragon (the ancient serpent, the devil, Satan). It is important, though, to see in Revelation 12:11 

that God’s victory ultimately comes by Jesus’ death and the testimony of his followers. The power 

of God’s truth gives us confidence in the face of evil on earth, even in the face of our own death. 
 

Prelude      
 

Gathering 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness   
P: In the name if the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen. 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. A: Amen. 

P: Most merciful God,  
A: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have squandered your bountiful gifts. We have 
considered the blessings of the harvest our due. We have been indifferent in 
planning and planting for the future needs of your Church.  For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, cause gratitude to ripen in our 
hearts, and wisdom to mature in our minds, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.  

 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn- “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”                      (ELW 864) 

 
*GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.      A: And also, with you.   
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*KYRIE 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE O Sing of God’s Great Victory!

 
*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you. A: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray: Everlasting God, you have wonderfully established the ministries of 

angels and mortals. Mercifully grant that as Michael and the angels contend against the 

cosmic forces of evil, so by your direction they may help and defend us here on earth, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God whom we worship and praise with angels and archangels and all the 

company of heaven, now and forever. A: Amen. 
 

Word 
First Reading: Daniel 10:10-14; 12:1-3 
While set while Israel was in exile in Babylon, Daniel was probably written centuries later, during 

another time of defeat and suffering, under the Greeks. In both contexts, this passage offers assurance 

that the Jews are not abandoned by God, but are protected and will be vindicated by their “guardian 

angel,” Michael. 
10A hand touched me and roused me to my hands and knees. 11He said to me, “Daniel, 

greatly beloved, pay attention to the words that I am going to speak to you. Stand on your 

feet, for I have now been sent to you.” So while he was speaking this word to me, I stood up 

trembling. 12He said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your mind 
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to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words have been 

heard, and I have come because of your words. 13But the prince of the kingdom of Persia 

opposed me twenty-one days. So Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, and I 

left him there with the prince of the kingdom of Persia, 14and have come to help you 

understand what is to happen to your people at the end of days. For there is a further 

vision for those days. 

 12:1“At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There 

shall be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into 

existence. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in 

the book. 2Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 

everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3Those who are wise shall 

shine like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the 

stars forever and ever.” 

 

         R: The word of the Lord.   A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 103                                   (Sung to the tune Raquel WOV 634) 

It seems arrogant, and certainly superfluous, for humans to encourage angels to “bless the Lord,” but 

the impulse comes from the overwhelming jubilation of the psalmist. “Bless,” in this context, means 

“praise” rather than “bestow favor on,“ as when God is the one who is blessing. 
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Second Reading: Revelation 12:7-12 
Like the book of Daniel, Revelation was written in a time of persecution to comfort the community. This 

passage describes the event also referred to in the Gospel reading. Michael has traditionally been seen 

as the archangel charged with fighting (especially to defend God’s people), whereas Gabriel is charged 

with delivering messages. 
 

7War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The dragon 

and his angels fought back, 8but they were defeated, and there was no longer any place for 

them in heaven. 9The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called 

the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, 

and his angels were thrown down with him. 

 10Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming, 

 “Now have come the salvation and the power 

  and the kingdom of our God 

  and the authority of his Messiah, 

 for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, 

  who accuses them day and night before our God. 

 11But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb 

  and by the word of their testimony, 

 for they did not cling to life even in the face of death. 

 12Rejoice then, you heavens 

  and those who dwell in them! 

 But woe to the earth and the sea, 

  for the devil has come down to you 

 with great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”   
         R: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation/Gradual hymn 

 

 

 

 

 
*Gospel Reading – Luke 10:17-20 
After his Transfiguration and first passion prediction, Jesus had sent out 70 of his followers to proclaim 

the Gospel and heal, at which they were more successful than they had expected. While the event Jesus 

refers to might be Satan’s failed attempt to tempt him at the beginning of his ministry, it is more likely 

to refer to the once and future cosmic defeat of the Father of Lies. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the tenth chapter.  
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 

17The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to 

us!” 18He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. 19See, I 

have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the 

enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 20Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits 

submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”  

                  P: The gospel of the Lord.  A: Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon 
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*Hymn of the Day:  “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”              (ELW 693) 

 

 

 

 
Invitation to Baptism 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church, 

God’s good creation, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: We pray for the church and its leaders: for council members and music ministers, 

deacons, pastors, and bishops. Make us faithful messengers of your love in a world hungry 

for good news. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: We pray for the flourishing of all that you have made, for birds and squirrels, spiders and 

whales, oak trees and humble grasses. Renew prairies and forests, tundra and wetlands, 

that they sustain all who make their home there. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: We pray for the peoples of the world and for their leaders. Where conflict and violence 

reign, bring peace; wherever there is oppression or discrimination, bring liberation. Guide 

all in power to protect those who are most vulnerable. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: We pray for all who are suffering this day (especially). Accompany people fleeing from 

danger and encourage all who help them on their journeys. Abide with all who are in prison 

or detention centers. Reassure them of your steadfast love. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: We pray for all who question their faith. Fill our dry wells with your living water and 

reassure all who doubt of your boundless grace. Let us accompany all in discernment with 

open hearts and tender care. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: We offer thanksgiving for our beloved dead especially Lois Corl. At the close of our earthly 

pilgrimage, gather us with Michael and all the saints and angels into everlasting life in you. 

Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
A: Amen. 

 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also, with you.  
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Meal 

Offering 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door to 

Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 

entrance of the sanctuary. 
 

Musical & Harvest Home Offering While the musical offering is being 

played, you are invited to bring forward your produce and donations for the State College 

Food Bank. 
 

*Offertory: “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”     (OLS 5) 

 

 

 

*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, and 

fruitful labor. Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field, and orchard we offer here. Bless and 

multiply these gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation, for the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  A: Amen. 
 

 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
* DIALOGUE 
P: The Lord be with you. 
A: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
A: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should always and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Through your Son, you taught us that true riches are to be found in loving you rather 

than earthly treasure. For your glory, and to give us the fullness of life and salvation, 

Christ emptied himself upon the cross and was raised in power to sit at your right hand.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join in adoring song. 
 

*Sanctus 
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*Thanksgiving at the Table 
Let the peoples praise you, generous and abundant Creator:  

you scatter abroad and give to the poor;  

you provide seed to the sower and bread for food;  

Let the peoples praise you:  

you called Israel to be your chosen people,  

to preserve your Word and to scatter it abroad. 

Let the peoples praise you:  

when time had ripened, you sent that Word, your Son, into the world,  

so that all might have life and have it abundantly. 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, how he fed the hungry and gave company to outcasts;  

how he healed the sick and freed those in bondage;  

how he taught and guided those who were seeking you;  

how he was handed over and gathered in for our sake;  

how he was resurrected as the first fruits of the dead,  

and how he promised to return for the great harvest home;  

we give you thanks, not as we ought, but as we are able. 

Send, we pray, your Spirit to this Meal.   

Supply our needs, and those of all your saints,  

and fill us until we overflow with thanksgivings.    

Empowered by this Meal, enlivened by that Spirit,  

move us to glorify you in faithfulness to the Gospel  

and in generosity to all in need. 

United by your Spirit with all your people,  

we pray through your Son, Jesus Christ,  
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to you, our Source and our Goal,  

our Sun and our Shield,  

our God now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

*Invitation to Communion  
L: Just as this broken bread was first scattered on the hills, then was brought together 

and became one, so let your Church be brought together from the ends of the earth 

into your kingdom, for yours are the glory and the power through Jesus Christ forever. 
A:Amen. 
 

*Lamb of God  
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Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.    

 

Communion Hymn:  “We Praise You For The Life That Stirs” (Prospect)       

 

 

 

 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strength and keep you, body, mind, and 

soul, now and unto eternal life. A: Amen 
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*Post Communion Canticle – “O Lord of the Blossom”   
          

 
 

 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ 

Jesus, the joy, and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather 

the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. A: Amen. 

Sending 
 

*Sending of communion 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
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*Charge to the People  
 

*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and 

the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 

 

*Sending hymn- “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”                  (ELW 414) 

 

 

 

 
Dismissal  
L: Go in peace. Follow Jesus. A: Thanks be to God. 
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Postlude        

About today’s Festival 
A festival dedicated to the honor of the archangel Michael arose in the fifth century in 

Rome. Michael is not a saint, but in Jewish angelology one of the four archangels who 

carry out the will of God. The stories about Michael are war scenes, situating him within 

the final battle between good and evil. The focus of the day has broadened to include 

thanksgiving for all the angels, who are seen as messengers of the word and will of God. 
 

History of today’s festival with the Harvest 
Because Michaelmas, an alternate name for today’s feast, occurs near the fall equinox, 

medieval Britain tied this festival to agriculture and the turning of the seasons—making 

it a rich commemoration for contemporary farming communities. Just as Michael and 

the angels protect heaven from demons, they also protect human beings from famine 

and darkness.  

As Christians celebrated the fall harvest, their religious services were peppered with 

prayers to Michael for courage and continued protection as the nights got longer and 

colder and they prepped food to survive the winter.  
 

Connecting the Festival with the Liturgy 
We sing the “Holy, holy, holy” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 108), a.k.a. “The Sanctus,” 

as we gather around God’s presence in bread and wine. According to Isaiah 6:3 and 

Revelation 4:8, this song is the continuous praise of the angels.  

Many Christians bow when singing the song of the angels because, as Isaiah depicts, 

the angels do not stare upon God. Christians rise and make the sign of the cross when 

singing the “Hosanna” because we are to remind ourselves that it is through Jesus that 

we may look at Divinity. 
 

Harvest Home 
In Protestant Germany, churches celebrate the harvest on the Sunday closest to 

September 29. This festival is known by various names. Erntdankfest (harvest thanks 

fest), Erntfest (harvest fest), sometimes Erntfersammlung (harvest gathering), 

“Aernkarrich” (harvest festival), and “Aernbreddich” (harvest thanksgiving). While 

German immigrants continued this celebration in North America, the name was 

replaced with the English term “Harvest Home.”   
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Daily Readings for the week 
 

Sunday, September 29    Thursday, October 3 

Complementary Series     Genesis 20:1-18 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29    Galatians 3:23-29 

Psalm 19:7-14 (8)      Psalm 8 

James 5:13-20  

Mark 9:38-50     

 

Semi-continuous Series  

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22  

Psalm 124 (7) 

 

Monday, September 30    Friday, October 4 

Zechariah 6:9-15     Genesis 21:22-34 

1 Peter 1:3-9     Romans 8:1-11 

Psalm 5     Psalm 8 

 

Tuesday, October 1     Saturday, October 5 

Zechariah 8:18-23     Genesis 23:1-20 

1 John 2:18-25     Luke 16:14-18 

Psalm 5     Psalm 8 

  

Wednesday, October 2 

Zechariah 10:1-12 

Matthew 18:6-9 

Psalm 5 

 



20 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Serving Today 
Worship Leader….………………………………………..Pastor Paul Tomkiel  

Assisting Minister…………………………………………Lauren Tingle 
Pianist….……………………………………………..............Michelle McMullen  

Sacristan……………………………………………………… Delorse Homan 

Reader……………………………………………………………Jeff Muthler 
 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 

him. [Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the 

nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where 

we gather for worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as 

well as all of our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and 

call it their home.  
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