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High Hope for Messiah

Greek Language

Roman Roads

Part Two

Is a Resurrection
Possible?

No historical evidence
exists.

No historical evidence o
the contrary exists.




The eyewitness accounts
are just the Gospels.
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The disciples of Jesus
just made it up.

i1

Science doesn’t allow for
a resurrection from the
dead.
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Miracles are not a
suitable explanation for

anything.
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A culture that believed in
the supernatural
wouldn’t have
questioned it.
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People would have just
believed it.
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Part Three

Did Jesus Exist?

i6

Pliny the Younger to Trajan

Pliny the Younger was governor of Pontus/Bithynia
from 111-113 AD. We have a whole set of exchanges
of his letters with the emperor Trajan on a variety of
administrative political matters, These two letters are
the most famous, in which Pliny encounters
Chuistianity for the first time. This shows an already
serious hatred for “Christians.”
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Josephus: The Antiquities of the Jews

Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if ft be lawful to call hima
man; for he was a doer of wonderfud works, a teacher of sucl: men as receive the
teuch with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of
the Gendles, He was [the] Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the
principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved
him at the first did not forsake him; for he appeared to them alive again the third
vlay; &s the divine prophets had Roretold these and ten theusand other wonderful
{hings concerning him, And the wibe of Christlans, s& natned firom him, are not
extinet at this day: {18.3.3}
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Josephus: The Antiquities of the Jews

Festus was now dead, and Albinns was but upon the road; so
he assembled the sanhedsin of judges, and brought before
them the brother of Jesus, who was cailed Christ, whose
narne was James, and some others, [or, some of his
companions]; and when he had formed an accusation
against them as breakers of the law, he delivered them to be
stoned: (20.9.1)
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Thallus {quoted by Syncellus, quoted by Afric

On the whole world there pressed a most fearfud darkness; and thé}
rocks were rent by an earthquake, and many places in Judea and of
districts were thrown down, This darkness Thallssin the third boe
his Fifstory, calls, as appears to me without reason, an eclipse of th
sun. For the Hebrews celebrate the Passover on the 14th day accoi
to the moon, and the passion of out Saviour falls on. the day befor
Pagssover; but an ectipse of the sun takes place only when the mog;
comes under the sun, And it cannot happen at any other time b
the interval between the first day of the new moon and the last of;
-old; thatis, at theirjunction:how then shouldan eclipse be suppa
to happen when the moon s almost diamettically opposite the s
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Thallus (quoted by Syncellus, quoted by Afric
Let that opinion pass however; let it carry the majoricy with it; am;
this portent of the world be deemed an eclipse of the sun, Hke o
portent only to the eye. Phlegon records that, in the time of Tib
Caesar, at full moon, there was a full eclipse of the sun from the si
hoar to the ninth—manifestly that one of which we speak. But w!
has an eclipse in common with an earthquake, the rending of rocls
and the resurrecdon of the dead, and so greata perturbation )
throughout the universe? Surefy no such event as this is recorde
long period. But it was a darkness mducedby God, because the Lé
~~happened then to-suffer.:
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Phlegon

Phlegon, born about A.D. 80, was a secular historfan
who lived in the second century. There are two books
credited to his name: Chronicles and the Ofyrmpiads.
Little is known about Phlegon, but he made reference
to Christ,
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Lacian of Samosata

“The Christlans. . . wozshlp & man to this day — the distingnished
personage who introduced this new cult, and was crucified on that
account. . . , You see, these misguided creatures start with the general
conviction that they are immoxtal for all time, which explains their
contempt for death and self devotion. . . theirlawgiver [faught] they
are gll brothers, from the moment that they are converted, and deny
the gods of Greece, and worship the crucified sage, and live after his
laws, All this they take on faith, , " — The Passing Peregrinus
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Mara bar Serapion

"Mara,son of Serapion, tomy sen: Serapion, greedngs.” The key passage fs as follows:

captared by lnsults, and theirménds are oppressed and without defense? Whatadvantag,
the Athenians gatn from nmrdering Soerates? ¥amnine and plague came upon themasa
punishment for their erime. Whar advantage did che men of Sames gain from burning ©
Pythzgoras? In a moment theirland was covered with sand. Whatadvantage did the Jei?!
fromrevecuting thelrwise kinp? It was Just after that thelrkingdam was abolished, Godj
avenged these three wisemen: the Atheniavs éed of hunger; the Samians were overvih
by the sea and the Jews, desclate and driven from their own kingdom, live in complete.
disperslon, But Socratesis not dead, because of Plato; neither s Pythagoras, becanse of
statue of Juno; noria the wiseking, because of the "new law* he laid down.

‘Whatelse can we say, witen the wise are forcibly dragged off by tyrants, their wisdomis: -
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Tacitus

Butall human efforts, afl the lavish gifts of the emperor, and the propitations of the go
not baniah the sinfster belief that the conflagration was the resulc of an order. Consequ
to gerid of thereport, Nero fastened the guileandinflicted tha most axquisite toraured on
class hated for their abominatlors, called Chrisdans by the populace, Chrishus, from wh
the namehadits origin, suffered the extreme penalty duttg the telgn of Tiberdns st the
hands of one of our procurators, Pontiug Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition,
checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judwa, the first source of the evil;
evestin Rome, where all things Iddeous and shamefit from every partof the world find
centre:and become papulan Accordingly s arrest was flrstmade of ll who pleaded guf
ther, upon thelrinfermaticn, an immense multitude was comvicted, not so much of the
crime of firing the city, as of hatred against mankind, :
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Tacitus

Mockery of every sortwas added to thelr deaths. Covered with che skins of:
beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or wige:
doowned fo the flammes and burnt, to serve as a nightly flamination, when
daylight had expired, Nero offered his gardens for the spectacle, and was

exhibiting a showin the circus, while he mingled with the people in the dreés
a charioteer orstoad aloft on a car. Hence, even for criminals wha deserveil
extreme and exemplary punishinent, there arosea feeling of compassion; fc
was not, as it seemed, for the public good, bat to glut one man's cruelty; tha
they were being destroyed, :
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Suetonius

"Since the Jews constantly made disturbances at the
instigation of Chrestus, he expelled them from Rome.”

"The reference in Claudius 25 involves the agitations in the
Jewish community which led 1o the expulsion of some Jews
from Rome by Claudius, and is likely the same event
mentioned in Acts 18:2,
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Part Four

Jerusalem:

Center of Death
~and Life
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Jesus was executed in
Jerusalem.

Belief in Jesus’
resurrection also began
in Jerusalem.
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Either it WASN'T true
and would die. ..

or WAS true and would
explode...

‘Which happened?
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