
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 Twenty First Sunday After Pentecost 
 

October 13, 2024 
 

Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are invited to speak sans serif Bolded type with the congregation.  
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Introduction to the day 
The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a good man, sincere in his 

asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him and loved him. Out of love, not as 

judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture 

bombards us with the message that we will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with 

the invitation to find life by divesting for the sake of the other. 
 

Prelude: “Rigaudon”                         (E. Power Biggs) 
 

 

Gathering 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
P: In the name if the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us pray: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. A: Amen. 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 

our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, 

but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us cause 
conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions among ourselves. 
We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. In your great mercy, forgive us 
our sins. Draw near to us with grace in time of need, and turn us to follow in the way of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “Come, We That Love the Lord”                      (ELW 625)

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
*GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  A: And also, with you.   
 
 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking 

what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your 

commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. A: Amen. 
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Anthem: “In Remembrance”                 (Buryl Red) 
Word 

First Reading:  Job 23:1-9, 16-17 
This week we continue reading through the book of Job. Job has lost all his possessions, his children, and his health. 

His friends have tried to tell him that he must have done something to deserve this suffering. He denies it and (in 

this passage) expresses his sense of the absence of God. 
 

1Job answered [his friend:] 

 2“Today also my complaint is bitter;  [God’s] hand is heavy despite my groaning. 

 3Oh, that I knew where I might find him, that I might come even to his dwelling! 

 4I would lay my case before him, and fill my mouth with arguments. 

 5I would learn what he would answer me, and understand what he would say to me. 

 6Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power? No; but he would give heed to me. 

 7There an upright person could reason with him, and I should be acquitted forever by my judge. 
 

 8“If I go forward, he is not there; or backward, I cannot perceive him; 

 9on the left he hides, and I cannot behold him;  I turn to the right, but I cannot see him. 

 16God has made my heart faint; the Almighty has terrified me; 

 17If only I could vanish in darkness, and thick darkness would cover my face!”  

                             L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm: 22:1-15                        (sung to the tune Kingsfold ELW 412) 

In Matthew and Mark, Jesus cries out the first verse of this psalm, experiencing, like Job, God’s absence.   

 



5 

 

Second Reading: Hebrews 4:12-16 
We are continuing to read through the book of Hebrews, which was written to encourage Christians 

disappointed that Christ has not yet returned to end all their suffering. Immediately before this reading, the 

author speaks of Israelites in the desert after being freed from slavery in Egypt. While they received the 

promise of God’s Word that they would enter a new homeland, they grumbled at the delay. Their treatment 

of God’s Word showed that they had not yet fully grasped God’s trustworthiness.   
 

12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 

until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and 

intentions of the heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid 

bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. 

 

 14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the 

Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is 

unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been 

tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with 

boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

            L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  

*Gospel Acclamation  

 

*Gospel Reading: Mark 10:17-31 
This passage immediately follows Jesus’ teaching that “whoever does not enter the kingdom of God as a 

little child will never enter it.” Immediately following this passage, Jesus predicts his own death and 

resurrection for a third time.  
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the tenth chapter.  A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, 

“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 

me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You shall not 

murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 
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You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20He said to him, “Teacher, I have 

kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one 

thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went away 

grieving, for he had many possessions. 

 23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who 

have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were perplexed at these 

words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of 

God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich 

to enter the kingdom of God.” 26They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then 

who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for 

God; for God all things are possible.” 

 28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 29Jesus said, 

“Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father 

or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30who will not receive a 

hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, 

with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, 

and the last will be first.”  

P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
 

*HYMN of the Day: “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”                     (ELW 775) 
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*Invitation to Baptism 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 
Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the whole 

creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
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L: Compassionate God, embolden the church to seek all who are lost, clothe those who are 

naked, and mend what is broken. May we be generous bearers of your eternal love. God of 

grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Sustaining God, as we approach harvest time, we pray for farmers, field workers, and 

those who process crops. Keep us mindful of environmental threats to the nourishing food 

that feeds the world. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Steadfast God, inspire world leaders to share resources and work collectively to end global 

poverty, starvation, and preventable disease. Direct us to seek justice and equity, that all may 

live in peace. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Loving God, we pray for those who are afflicted, tormented, grieving, oppressed, and 

lonely (especially). Deliver the strength of your love and compassion to all who need it today. 

God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Generous God, we give thanks for the first nations and tribes who inhabited this land 

particularly the Susquehannock. We lament the harm done by colonization. Call us to deeper 

appreciation and care for the languages, rituals, and history of all Indigenous people. God of 

grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: Ever-living God, we rejoice to be heirs of the eternal life made real in Jesus' death and 

resurrection. We give thanks for saints of all times and places, first and last, who still inspire 

us to faithful living. We especially remember George Wills and our former pastor John 

English. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving grace 

you freely give, both now and forever. 
A: Amen. 

 
*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
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Meal 
Offering 

Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door 

to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 

entrance of the sanctuary. 
 

Musical Offering: “Pastorale”               (C.H. Trever) 

Offertory: “Sing to the Lord of Harvest (vs 2)”                         (ELW 694) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and 

with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. A: Amen. 
 

  

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
* DIALOGUE 

 

 

 

 
 

*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of L: 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus 
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

We proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, 

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  A: Amen. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God. 
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*Lamb of God  

 

 

 

 
Communion  
L: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.   
 
 

Communion Hymn: “Just As I Am, without One Plea”           (ELW 592) 

 

 

 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing  
L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in grace.  
A: Amen. 
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*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 

 

 

 

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your 

table. Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. A: Amen. 
 

Sending 
*Sending of communion 
 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
 

*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
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*Sending hymn: “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”                        (ELW 678) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

*Dismissal  
P: Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
A: Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude: “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”    (Michael Burkhardt) 
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Daily Readings for the week 
 

Sunday, October 13     Thursday, October 17 

Complementary Series     Genesis 14:17-24 

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15      Romans 15:7-13 

Psalm 90:12-17 (12)      Psalm 91:9-16 

Hebrews 4:12-16  

Mark 10:17-31  

 

Semi-continuous Series  

Job 23:1-9, 16-17  

Psalm 22:1-15 (1)     

 

Monday, October 14     Friday, October 18 

Obadiah 1-9     Isaiah 47:1-9 

Revelation 7:9-17     Revelation 17:1-18 

Psalm 26     Psalm 91:9-16 

 

Tuesday, October 15     Saturday, October 19 

Obadiah 10-16     Isaiah 47:10-15 

Revelation 8:1-5     Luke 22:24-30 

Psalm 26     Psalm 91:9-16 

  

Wednesday, October 16 

Obadiah 17-21 

Luke 16:19-31 

Psalm 26 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader...….……………………………………….Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister…………………………………….…….Michelle McMullen 

Musician.……………………………………………............. James Rearick 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..…Ann Reede 

Reader……………………………………………………………Morgen Hummel 
 
About St. Paul 

Purpose 
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 

 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for 

worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home.  
 

Copyright and License Information   
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright (c) 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000528. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright (c) 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Hymns reprinted and streamed under OneLicense Annual License, A-726322 for Aug 11, 2024 - Aug 10, 2025. The Scriptural Prones 

(introductions to the pericopes) are written by the Rev. Dr. Mark Oldenburg and used with permission. Words found in psalm taken 

from Seedbed.com, written by Tim and Julie Tennent. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for public worship with 

acknowledgement of the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge. 
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