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Dear Christian Friends, 
One of my favorite fables is Aesop’s tale of the dog and his shadow. (Maybe I’ve written about this before? If I have, let me know!)  Anyhow it goes like this.

A dog was given a fine meatly bone by a friendly neighbor.  On his way home, with the bone firmly in his teeth, the dog had to cross a bridge over a narrow stream.

When he reached the middle of the bridge the dog paused to look into the water and saw his own reflection mafnified!

Thinking that the “other dog” had a larger bone, the dog decided to take it by force.  He leaned over and snapped at his own reflection! As he did so the bone between his teeth fell into the water and was lost.

What does this story teach us?  Paul writes to his friend and coworker Timothy, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.” 1 Timothy 5: 10 NRSV.

Do we know anyone like this?  Could the “their” underlined above be “our”?

Wasn’t it Jesus on the cross who was pierced with much pain on the cross so that we would have the power to cross that bridge to the other side and realize that we are rich in Christ?

Pastor Brian
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Sunday Morning Fellowship





    Coffee and Treats
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SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP



            
Fellowship Time  
October 12th – Marjorie Stockman, Chris Siverhus
                          & Peggy Flusemann

October 26th – Mike & Elaine Graupmann and 
                           Gregg & Lori Lemke
ALTAR AND COMMUNION COMMITTEE:
                   
October/November

Denise Scharpe & Marlo Lepel
WANTED:  Church Historian
Here is a list of the duties of the Historian:  Keep newspaper clippings, make sure to note the Month, Day and Year and also the name of the paper.  Fill out membership family charts.  Inventory picture albums.  Picture albums of events.  Archive boxes of paper trail:  Sunday Bulletins (questionable), Anniversary and Celebration Bulletins.  Christmas Eve Bulletin w/names of Sunday School children.  Numerous other historical papers, articles of interest of ministers.  If you are interested in this position please contact VeeAnn Wood.


October 1st – Brian Graupmann
October 6th – John Thomes
October 9th – Jill Engelmann
October 9th – Lori Lemke
October 10th – Phyllis Coleman
October 18th – Rick Fruetel
October 19th – Brett Pinske
October 20th – Keenan Mehlos
October 24th – Tom Pinske
October 27th – Avery Miller
October 28th – Loren Stockman

October 28th – Addison Nott

Happy Anniversary       
October 1st – Orville & Doris Schrupp
October 2nd – Scott & Jean Nelson
October 14th – John & Ann Graupmann
Important Dates and Family Information Please submit you and your families birthday’s and wedding anniversaries so we can share your special days here in the Monthly Church Newsletter.  You may submit this information to:   Email – platoucc@gmail.com or call 320-238-2206.  To keep our church records current, please let me know of any telephone, address or name changes when they occur.  Thank you for your help.
If anyone has news information, etc. for St. Paul’s Church Newsletter, please submit it to the Secretary by the 15th of the month.  This will ensure it will be shared with others in the next month’s newsletter.  Send the news, information, etc. either by email:  platoucc@gmail.com with “St. Paul’s Newsletter” in the subject box or mail it to St. Paul’s UCC  Box 26, Plato, MN  55370.

Please contact Brenda in the church office if you find any errors in the newsletter.  Thank You!
Church News:
· THANK YOU to all of you who have signed up to be a Lay Reader for the Sunday Scriptures.
It is greatly appreciated. Readers are needed.
Keep on volunteering, thank you!!
· Sunday School  -  October 5th and October 26th at 9:00 am
· Confirmation Classes – 3:30 pm and 4:15 pm  There will not be confirmation on Wednesday, October 15 because of MEA.
· Church Council Meeting – Second Sunday following worship
· Women’s Guild meets the first Sunday of the month following worship, they do not meet during 
the summer months
Christ Lutheran Church in Glencoe is sponsoring and serving a Free Community Meal on the first Wednesday of each month for all in the community and surrounding areas.  Doors open at 4:30 pm. The meal is served from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm and is open to families and children, elderly and all seeking fellowship or in need of a helping hand.  Please call 320-864-4549 with the number of people in your party to reserve your meal(s).  
********************************************************************************************
We are having a beautiful Fall so far!
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Columbus Day
October 13, 2025

Columbus Day occurs on the second Monday in October.  In 2025, it will be observed on Monday, October 13th.  Why do we observe Columbus Day? Why is there controversy behind it?  Here’s a brief history of the holiday.

What is Columbus Day?

Columbus Day is a federal U.S. holiday commemorating the voyage and landing of Italian explorer Christopher Columbus in the “New World” on October 12, 1492.  The anniversary of this landing in what would eventually be known as the Americas was first formally celebrated 300 years later, in 1794, by the Columbian Order (Society of St.Tammany) in New York City.

In Christopher Columbus’ day. Scholars knew already that the world was round, the fact dated from the ancient Greeks.  People assumed a ship traveling west from Europe would sail through to Asia.  However, many believed that such a westward journey was impossible.  Columbus, an Italian, was convinced otherwise and persuaded King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain to sponsor his exploration and search for riches.

On October 12, 1492 Columbus landed on a small island in the Bahamas (now known as San Salvador, previously Watling’s Island), convinced that he had reached his destination of Asia.
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Nature’s first green is geld,
Her hardest hue to hold.
Her early leaf’s a flower; =*
But only so an hour. %
Then leaf subsides to leaf.
So Eden sank to grief,

So dawn goes down to day.
Nothing gold can stay.
~Robert Frost





HALLOWEEN

How many of you went Trick or Treating?  I know I didn’t, mom and dad were always milking cows in the evening.  Never went Trick or Treating and never had any Trick or Treaters come to our house.  I remember there was a year or two where rolling skating was held upstairs at Plato Hall.  It was run by the Huepenbecker brothers.  You could rent skates, and go round and round on the dance floor.  I don’t remember getting a ride there, but is was fun.  I think they did that once a week, until the city council said that’s enough, the skaters were ruining the floor. We never carved pumpkins either, I’m sure it was because it would make too much of a mess. How many of you ever went Trick or Treating?  Now I get to hand out candy on Halloween, usually have 30-35 little ones coming to the door.
How pumpkin carving became a Halloween Tradition!!

With glowing eyes and crooked smile, jack-o-lanterns crop up every Halloween, but where did the tradition come from? 

“Pumpkins derive from an old folktale that’s found in hundreds of variants around the world and it’s centered around a character named Jack, or Stingy Jack or Jack the Trickster, Lisa Morton, author and Halloween expert, said. The story goes that after Jack dies, he is rejected from heaven and hell.  The devil he roams the earth forever.  “In Ireland in particular, they loved pranks on Halloween” Morton said.  “On Halloween night, they’d set that out somewhere dark and someone stumbling along would come across that, they would get a little fright from it and they might think, “Oh my goodness it’s Jack.”
The Irish first carved our turnips.  When they brought the tradition to America in the mid 1800’s, they discovered pumpkins and it has stuck ever since.  It has become quite an art at this point, Morton said.  “I not only carve a pumpkin every year, I grow them.”

From growing to painting and carving with stencils, jack-o-lanterns take on many forms now days.  What has remained is a tradition still being passed down through generations.
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READERS ARE NEEDED FOR THE READING OF THE SCRIPTURES!


Please sign up to be a reader!!





Greeters: 


(Greeters, please arrive 30 minutes prior to worship)





�








October 5th – Scott Graupmann


October 12th – Lyle & Dana Engelmann


October 19th – Wendy Anderson


October 26th – Bob & Pat Becker








�








HAPPY BIRTHDAY


From St. Paul’s UCC
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