My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study, with these goals in mind.

1) Read the basis for a miracle (introduction).  When have you witnessed God working a miracle in your life?... in your family?... in your church?

2) Read Mark 6:30-44.  Why is this story such a favorite?  Consider the compassion of the Lord Jesus (v. 34).  How do you respond to Christ’s compassion for you?

3) The disciples faced a threefold problem (vs. 34-37).  How do we have the same problems today?  What encouragement do you find in the fact that every miracle begins with a problem?

4) Jesus told His followers to accept responsibility for the problem (v. 37).  How did the disciples react to Jesus’ instruction (vs. 35-37)?  Which (if any) of these reactions is similar to yours?

5) What is the third step toward a miracle (v. 38)?  Review and discuss the observations regarding the boy’s response.  In what ways is this a model of how we should give to God? 

6) Discuss the reasons why we hesitate giving to God.  Do you agree?  Why or why not?  Are there other reasons why we hesitate giving to God?  Explain.

7) Review, discuss and apply the three levels of giving.  On what level are you living and giving right now?  On what level is God asking you to live and give?  

8) What is the fourth step toward a miracle (vs. 39-44)?  What do you expect God to do?  Why? (see Luke 1:37)

Pray with and for one another in your small group, focusing on how you can implement “Prayer—Care–Share” this week.  Who are the “5 in ‘25” you are praying for and inviting to Launch Sunday, Oct. 12?  Pray that we will strive and thrive to know Christ and make Him known.

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it?

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.



Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Today we celebrate Communion.  If you know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, we invite you to celebrate Communion with us.

This is Day 14 of “21 Days of Focused Prayer” as we prepare for Launch Sunday, October 12. Let us continue praying for and inviting our friends, families and neighbors to be with us next Sunday.  Copies of the prayer guide and invite cards are available in the lobby.

________________________________________________________

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God 
and share His peace with others?
Go to myfocuschurch.com to learn more.
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When there is a need sensed by a few 
and each individual accepts his responsibility
to do what he can with what he has – regardless of the odds – 
then God works a miracle.



FOUR STEPS TOWARD A MIRACLE

1. ____________________________________________ (vs. 34-37)


A Threefold Problem

1) ________________________________________

2) ________________________________________

3) ________________________________________


Every miracle begins with a problem.


2. _______________________________________________ (v. 37)


A Threefold Temptation

1) ________________________________________

2) ________________________________________

3) ________________________________________



3. _______________________________________________ (v. 38)

Three Observations

1) ___________________________________________

2) ___________________________________________

3) ___________________________________________

Why do we hesitate giving to God?

1) ____________________________________________________

2) ____________________________________________________

Three Levels of Giving

1) What can I ______________________________?

2) What can I ______________________________?

3) What can I ______________________________?


4. ____________________________________________ (vs. 39-44)



A Miracle Can Happen ONLY IF:

1) ____________________________________________________

2) ____________________________________________________


We expect God to do for us what He will only do through us.

“Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for God.”
(William Carey)

“For nothing is impossible with God.” (Luke 1:37)
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