Name: Pastor Rodney Mooney
Series/Subject: The Plan of Redemption
Title: Passover and Unleavened Bread
Date: 9/28/25
[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Text: Leviticus 23:1-2 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 2 Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: Concerning the feasts of the Lord that you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, these are My appointed feasts.
Introduction: God has woven His redemptive story into a divine calendar—a weekly feast that is symbolic of the seven annually appointed feasts each one a prophetic milestone in the journey from slavery to glory. As we trace these celebrations, we discover a weekly feast, three spring feasts and one summer feast that were fulfilled in Christ’s first coming and three fall feasts anticipating His return. Each festival is a “mo’ed,” a sacred meeting place where heaven and earth intersect in worship, remembrance, and prophetic promise. 

The Feast of Tabernacles is the 7th Feast and is the end goal of God our Father dwelling together with us for eternity. The previous 6 feast are waypoints along the journey to fulfill it. Having rested in the finished work of creation, we move from the weekly Sabbath into the rescue of Passover and step into the unfolding story of redemption, where the blood-marked doorposts speak of judgment meeting His mercy. The yearly spring and summer harvest festivals listed in Leviticus 23 teach of God's redemption of His people. The Exodus story is a shadow of that redemption with the reality being in Christ.

Spring Feasts Fulfilled IN Christ

I. Passover (Pesach) approximately AD 30 - 33
1. Leviticus 23:4-5 These are the appointed feasts of the Lord, holy convocations which you shall proclaim in their appointed times. 5 On the fourteenth day of the first month at evening is the Lord’s Passover.
2. Historical Context
A. “Pesach” derives from the root “to pass over,” emphasizing divine mercy.
B. Exodus 12:6-7 You shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month, and then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. 7 They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two side posts and on the upper doorpost of the houses in which they shall eat it.
C. Exodus 12:12- 14 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast, and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment. I am the LORD. 13 The blood shall be to you for a sign on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you when I smite the land of Egypt. 14 This day shall be a memorial to you, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD. Throughout your generations you shall keep it a feast by an eternal ordinance.
D. The original Passover began in the afternoon of Nisan 14 when the Israelites took their lamb and killed it at the door of their homes whereas at subsequent Passovers, the lamb was killed at the Tabernacle and later at the Temple.
E. The Israelites dipped hyssop into the lamb’s blood and applied it “bottom to top, side to side,” forming a prophetic cross over their doorframes as a sign to God that they were depending on Him for the deliverance so death would pass over them. After that time, the blood was splashed onto the side of the altar.
F. The lamb was then roasted on an open fire and eaten that evening. To ensure that the people would be ready to leave, they were told to eat the meal in haste and be fully prepared to leave that night.
G. The Feast of Passover begins on Nisan 14 and at 3:00 in the afternoon each year in Jerusalem an unblemished lamb was selected and slain for the sins of the people that covered and protected them from judgement for their sins. 
H. Passover is the first festival in the yearly festival cycle. The first of four that Christ came and has already fulfilled in sequential order.
3. Christ’s Fulfillment 
A. Isreal had rehearsed this countless times and Jesus Christ Who was prophesied would come has finally fulfilled this “Moed” at the precise moment as had been foretold.
B. Luke 23:44-46 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over all the land until the ninth hour, 45 while the sun was darkened. And the veil of the temple was torn in the middle. 46 And Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.” Having said this, He gave up the spirit.
C. Jesus, the Final Passover Lamb dies on the Cross at the ninth hour (3:00 PM) at the exact same time as the Passover lamb was being sacrificed in the Temple for the sins of the people.
D. Christ comes and fulfills this “Moed” at the exact moment in time on His Feast Day fulfilling the 1st of 7.
E. The Feast of Passover, speaks of our redemption through Christ Jesus, our Passover Lamb, Who was slain for us and His blood allows the judgement we deserve to pass over us.
F. John the Baptist’s exclamation, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” in John 1:29 speaks directly back to this sacrifice, showing that Christ fulfills its meaning with His own Blood.
4. Application
A. Today as Christians we celebrate that the Blood has been applied to our house – the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).
B. When we accept Christ, we receive the amazing gift of a new Life, IN Him and His sacrifice on the Cross cleanses us from all sin!

Transition to Unleavened Bread: We transition into the Feast of Unleavened Bread, where every trace of yeast is removed. It is a call to examine our hearts, rooting out pride, deception, and hidden sin.  This season of cleansing is not merely ritual; it is a spiritual hygiene that prepares us for the resurrection Life Christ ushers in. This festival is a 7-day period when no leavened is eaten. Set in the barley harvest, it begins with the Passover meal and ends 7 days later at sundown. This festival commemorates redemption from bondage at the death of the firstborn of Egypt and salvation that took place when Pharoah and his army were destroyed in the Red Sea.
Imbedded within the festival is the Passover (Seder Meal), the “Wave Sheaf offering” a priestly service that begins the harvest season also known as the Feast of Firstfruits.

II. Feast of Unleavened Bread (Chag HaMotzi) begins 1 day (a few hours later in the evening) after Passover
1. Leviticus 23:6-8 On the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the Lord. For seven days you must eat unleavened bread. 7 On the first day you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no regular work. 8 But you shall offer a food offering made by fire to the Lord for seven days. On the seventh day is a holy convocation. You shall do no regular work.
2. Exodus 12:8- 11 They shall eat the flesh on that night, roasted with fire, and they shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roasted with fire, its head with its legs and its entrails. 10 And you shall let nothing of it remain until the morning, but that of it which remains until the morning you shall burn with fire. 11 In this way shall you eat it: with your waist girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord’s Passover.
3. Historical Context
A. The Passover Meal is not eaten on Passover but on the next day which begins in the evening just a few hours after the Passover lamb is slain.
B. The Feast of Unleavened Bread, is about sanctification and begins Nisan 15 which is the day after Passover and lasting seven days, Israel removed all leaven—symbolic of sin’s invasive, corrupting power—from their homes.
C. Once added, yeast becomes an inseparable part of the bread, much like the way sin affects our lives. The ordinance against the use of leavening is Biblically symbolic of: 
1) Absence of sin.
2) Absence of decay and corruption. Christ’s sinless body was put into the tomb and it did NOT decay.
D. Deuteronomy 16:3 You must not eat leavened bread with it. For seven days you must eat unleavened bread, the bread of affliction, for you came out of the land of Egypt in a hurry, so that you may remember all the days of your life the day when you came out of the land of Egypt.
E. None of Egypt’s leaven – sin, bondage, or false idols was to come with them, as they were to be free, pure, and holy – God’s chosen people.
F. The unleavened bread in one sense is to remember that they were in bondage but more so their deliverance from bondage. 
G. Unleavened bread became a symbol of their freedom and eating unleavened bread symbolized a pure and holy walk with the Lord.
H. Deuteronomy 16:16-17 Three times a year all your males must appear before the Lord your God in the place where He will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of Tabernacles, and they must not appear before the Lord empty. 17 Every man must give as he is able, in proportion to the blessing of the Lord your God, which He has given you.
I. Every Israeli man was commanded to come to the Feast which included the first 3 Feast Days. 
J. Many would travel with their families often in great caravans with other families even as we saw with Joseph, Mary, and Jesus and other siblings when they came for this Feast. 
K. Luke 21:41-50 Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 When He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. 43 When the days of the feast were complete, as they returned, the Child Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not know of it. 44 But supposing Him to be in their company, they went a day’s journey. Then they searched for Him among their relatives and acquaintances. 45 When they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for Him. 46 After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 All who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and His answers. 48 When they saw Him, they were amazed. And His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You dealt with us like this? Look, Your father and I have anxiously searched for You.” 49 He said to them, “How is it that you searched for Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” 50 But they did not understand the word which He spoke to them.
L. At 12 years old Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem at the Temple for 3 days and was lost to His family and then He was found.
4. Christ’s Fulfillment 
A. 21 years later He is arrested, beaten, crucified, buried, and then is found 3 days later RISEN from the dead!
B. Unleavened bread is symbolic of the Lord’s Body. 
C. John 6:35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to Me shall never hunger, and whoever believes in Me shall never thirst.
D. Christ offers Himself as the true Bread of Life, entirely without sin, nourishing us, and empowering us to live in holiness rather than falling into decay. 
E. 1 Corinthians 5:7-8 Therefore purge out the old yeast, that you may be a new batch, since you are unleavened. For even Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old yeast, nor with the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
F. Sin has a leavening effect upon our soul. A little sin that we might open the door to will soon spill over into every other area of our lives.
G. 1 Corinthians 1:30 But because of Him you are in Christ Jesus, whom God made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.
H. Christ became sanctification for us fulfilling the 2nd of His 7 Feast Days.
5. Application 
A. Egypt is a type of sin and the world. When one is set free from spiritual Egypt by the blood of the true Passover Lamb, Christ Jesus, what is the first thing that must be done? 
B. It is obvious when we consider the way Israel’s departure from Egypt unfolded. God did not intend that the Israelites spend any more time in physical Egypt than He expects us to spend in spiritual Egypt! In both cases, He wants His people out NOW!
C. At the moment of the new-birth the Blood of Christ has been applied and He is calling us to never look back but go forward IN Him, living a life that is marked by God in true holiness, and free from our past.
D. IN Christ we feast on the sinless Bread of Life which saves us, while and purge the old leaven, and walk in true holiness and sanctification as the children of God.
E. Romans 12:1-2 AMPC I appeal to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of [all] the mercies of God, to make a decisive dedication of your bodies [presenting all your members and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted, consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable (rational, intelligent) service and spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].
F. Confess and renounce all sin immediately, even being brutally honest with ourselves, living as unleavened (holy) in the Truth.
G. Feast on Word daily, especially on the “New Creation Realities – IN Christ” while purposing in our hearts live in the light of the Truth, by faith!
