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[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Text: Leviticus 23:1-2 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 2 Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: Concerning the feasts of the Lord that you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, these are My appointed feasts.
Introduction: On Nisan 14 at 3:00 in the afternoon the Final Passover Lamb was sacrificed on the Cross at the same time the Passover lamb was being sacrificed in the Temple. A few hours later after sundown on Nisan 15 which is the start of Unleavened Bread, Israel began this Festival with the Passover meal. Jesus and His disciples celebrated this one day early as we looked at last week. Unleavened Bread was a 7-day feast and the 1st of 3 Feast in which every male in Israel was required to present himself at the Temple and to bring an offering. Once our lives are leaven-free, we celebrate Firstfruits—the guarantee that death cannot hold us. In this early harvest presentation waved before the Lord, it looks to how Christ would rise as the firstborn from the dead on the 3rd day as He said, anticipating the full harvest of salvation.

I. Feast of Firstfruits (Yom habikkurim) 1 day after the beginning of Unleavened Bread
1. Leviticus 23:9-14 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 10 Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: When you have come into the land that I am giving to you and reap its harvest, then you shall bring a sheaf bundle of the first fruits of your harvest to the priest. 11 And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord so that you may be accepted. On the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it. 12 You shall offer that day when you wave the sheaf a year-old male lamb without blemish for a burnt offering to the Lord. 13 The grain offering shall be two-tenths of an ephah of wheat flour mixed with oil, a food offering made by fire to the Lord for a pleasing aroma; its drink offering shall be of wine, a fourth of a hin (about 1 quart). 14 You shall eat neither bread nor grain, parched or fresh, until the same day that you have brought an offering to your God. It shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations in all your dwellings.
2. Historical Context
A. This Feast was to signify the fertility of the land in which God had given the Israelites while recognizing that God is their Source.
B. On Nisan 16 they were to bring the early crops of their spring planting and a sheaf of new grain was waved before the Lord to mark the harvest’s beginning.
C. The Feast of Firstfruits, the “first of the best” which always belongs to God and was an act of worship, acknowledging God as their Source.
D. It was a time of remembrance and thanksgiving for God’s provision, deliverance, and a celebration of the harvest season.
E. This Festival foreshadows Christ becoming the Firstfruits or the Firstborn of God’s harvest of sons and daughters in the earth.
But There is a Twist
A. Large parts of the world including the modern church have come to call this day “Easter.”
B. Acts 12:4 KJV And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.
C. The KJV and the BRG (written in 2012) which is a little-known translation of the Bible to refers to Passover as Easter. The Greek word here is “Pascha” which has an Aramaic origin of “Pesach” which is translated “Passover” and many other translations correctly translate it as “Passover.” 
D. Most scholars agree that the name Easter most likely originated from the pagan goddess “Ishtar.”
E. Ishtar was an ancient Mesopotamian goddess of war, fertility, and sex. 
F. Easter was originally the celebration of Ishtar, the Assyrian and Babylonian goddess. Her symbols (like the egg and the bunny) were and still are fertility and sex symbols. After Constantine decided to Christianize the Empire, Easter was changed to represent Jesus. But at its roots, Easter (which is how you pronounce Ishtar) is all about celebrating fertility and sex.”
G. Eggs have long symbolized new life and fertility. In pre-Christian traditions, eggs were often used in springtime rituals. Early Christians adopted the egg as a symbol of the resurrection: just as a chick breaks out of an eggshell, Jesus broke free from the tomb.
H. The Easter Bunny is another symbol with pagan roots. Rabbits, known for their prolific breeding, were ancient symbols of fertility. The legend of the Easter Bunny was brought to America by German immigrants in the 1700s.
I. Over time, the character evolved into the modern-day Easter Bunny, often depicted delivering baskets of treats to children.
Why did the KJV translators who translated the Bible in 1611 call Passover, Easter?
J. This mixing of religious holidays and festivals among the Israelites and Christians goes back thousands of years. It was no different in Jesus’ day. They had added their own traditions and had in some cases directly opposed the Law as a result. 
K. Mixing religions is one of the reasons that Jews were commanded to not take wives from other nations so as to not invite pagan practices and comingle them.
L. How did we as the Church go from the greatest event in all of history with an empty tomb and a Resurrected Christ which simultaneously includes all those who will believe in Him, to instead celebrating a 6’ rabbit who is distributing eggs?
M. These are all assignments from the enemy to not only hide but to altogether replace Christ with something or someone else.
N. Easter was a replacement by men for Passover which is NOT Firstfruits/Resurrection Day. It is wrong on both accounts as Easter is NOT Passover, and the Resurrection is NOT on Easter/Passover.
O. This Feast Day of the Lord is Firstfruits aka Resurrection Day. 
P. Let us not replace Christ on the Cross or His Resurrection with “Ishtar,” or Easter, or bunnies, or eggs. 
Q. Additionally, though it is not a Scriptural holiday/Feast Day if we are going to celebrate Christmas which is to celebrate the birth of Christ then let us also keep Christ in Christmas instead of replacing Christ with the “North Pole, Santa Claus, flying reindeer, elves, etc.”
3. Chronology of Christ Death, Burial, and Resurrection
A. Nisan 14 evening (just after dark - the beginning of the day) – the Last Supper which was 1 day early (Wednesday night) followed by His arrest.
B. Luke 22:14-15 When the hour had come, He and the twelve apostles with Him sat down. 15 And He said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.
C. John 13:1 Now before the Passover Feast, Jesus knew that His hour had come to depart from this world to the Father. Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.
D. After the Last Supper, Jesus goes to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray, is betrayed by Judas Iscariot, is arrested by the soldiers of the chief priest and Pharisees. Then in the middle of the night He is assaulted by the officers of the high priest, then early in the morning they took Jesus to the Praetorium but they did not enter as this would have defiled them and disqualified them from being able to eat the Passover Meal that evening. They hand Jesus over to Pilate who has Him mocked and scourged. Not satisfied the Jews call Him to be put to death and at noon Pilate orders Jesus to be crucified.
E. John 19:13-14 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Pavement (which in Hebrew is Gabbatha). 14 It was the Day of Preparation of the Passover and about the sixth hour (noon)…
F. Nisan 14 daytime – “Preparation Day” (Luke 23:54, Mark 15:42) Christ, the Final Passover Lamb dies on the Cross at 3:00 PM at the exact same time as the Passover lamb was being sacrificed in the Temple, and Christ was buried before sundown. (Christ ½ day buried)
G. Nisan 15 evening – the actual Passover/Seder meal. The 7-Day Feast of Unleavened Bread begins. (Christ 1 day buried)
H. Nisan 15 daytime – (Christ buried for 1 ½ days)
I. Nisan 16 evening – the weekly Sabbath begins (Friday after sundown) (Christ buried for 2days)
J. Nisan 16 daytime – the weekly Sabbath (Christ buried for 2 ½ days)
K. Nisan 17 evening – RESURRECTION SUNDAY! Christ was resurrected sometime before sunrise on Sunday! (Christ buried for 3 days total.)
L. Nisan 17 daytime – the women bring spices to the tomb early in the morning, and they and other disciples encounter the empty tomb, and later the risen Christ. (John 20:1-17, Matthew 28:1-10, Mark 16:1-12, Luke 24:1-7)
4. Christ’s Fulfillment 
A. Luke 24:1-7 Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 But when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were greatly perplexed concerning this, suddenly two men stood by them in shining garments. 5 As they were afraid and bowed their faces to the ground, they said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen! Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee, 7 saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.’
B. Jesus Christ rose on the Feast of Firstfruits fulfilling the 3rd of His 7 Feast Days exactly as He had said.
C. 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 But now is Christ risen from the dead and become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came by man, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
D. In the work of Christ, it is about resurrection; Christ is called the firstfruits of the resurrection from the dead and with Him all those that receive Him as the Christ. (Galatians 2:20, 2 Corinthians 5:17)
E. Colossians 1:12-15 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled us to be partakers in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and has transferred us into the kingdom of His dear Son, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 15 He is the image of the invisible God and the firstborn of every creature.
F. Jesus rose on the third day, and the Scripture declares Him “the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep,” guaranteeing our own resurrection in the new covenant He secured with His blood.
5. Application
A. This Feast of Firstfruits declares that Jesus is the Firstfruits of a redeemed harvest and guarantees our resurrection and new creation identity. The Lord calls His people to remove the leaven of corruption, present their best to Him, and live from the reality of Christ’s rising.
B. 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds, 5 casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is complete.
C. What is needed in the earth but especially in the Church is a “Revival of the Bible.” Let us not be deceived and led astray from the Truth.
D. John 17:17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.
E. Each morning, pause and ask the Holy Spirit to shine light on any “leaven” in your heart—pride, bitterness, fear, self-reliance. Confess it aloud to Him bringing it captive to the obedience of Christ.
F. Keep John 6:35 in mind— “I am the Bread of Life.” Whenever you feel hungry for acceptance, security, or approval, speak that verse out loud and remind yourself that Christ’s sufficiency meets every need.
G. Declare “IN Christ” confessions each day, “IN Christ I am holy, I am accepted in the Beloved, I have been raised up and seated together with Christ” and meditate (see yourself the way God sees you) in them.
