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Ministers                                                                                         The People of Redeemer  
Pastor                                                                                             The Rev. Elise T. Stringer 
Parish Administrator                                                                                   Mrs. Jackie Pitts  
Director of Music Ministries                                                                  Mrs. Donna Cotter                                        

 

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.  
 

Hearing Assistance is available NOW! 
We are very excited and thankful to announce that we now have AudioFetch 

Hearing Assistance available for anyone who may need it. It is a downloadable, 
wireless, Bluetooth system to pair with your personal device. Please See an Usher, 

or the printed flyer on the table as you enter the Sanctuary for details. 

 
WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US on this Seventeenth 
Sunday After Pentecost! It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death 
and made new life possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the 
days to come. If you are a guest today, please sign our Guest Register by the Front 
Doors.  If you have any questions please reach out to Pastor Elise or Jackie Pitts at the 
Church Office, (864) 877-5876.  
 
IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making 
Redeemer that home.  For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor 
Elise or contact Jackie Pitts in the Church Office at (864) 877-5876.  
 
A LITTLE FAITH GOES A LONG WAY IS JESUS’ POINT IN THE GOSPEL. A 
mustard seed’s-worth of faith has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and 
endurance required for the life of faith are the blessings received in holy baptism, 
holy communion, and the word read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate 
them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 

 

 

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD  

AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.  

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES. 
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The Righteous Live by Faith 
 

Faith is the theme for today’s readings, but not just any faith. It is a life-transforming 

faith, one that demonstrates the very presence of God moving, alive, and active in 

God’s people. In response to Habakkuk’s oracle, the Lord answered him that “the 

righteous live by their faith” (Hab. 2:4b). But just what does it mean to be righteous? 

It’s a righteousness imparted by God, who creates and claims each of us as God’s own 

sons and daughters, bringing us into this family by our baptisms and by the faith God 

gives us makes us holy children. Being part of this divine family gives us our worth, 

even at those times we may not think of ourselves as worthy. In 2 Timothy, the author 

writes a history of the faith in Timothy’s family, beginning with his grandmother and 

then passed on to his mother and himself. This is how many of us were first brought 

into the family of God: we had faithful parents who knew of their own God-given 

righteousness and then passed this gift on to their children. But again, it’s all God’s 

doing! Finally, Jesus’ disciples boldly ask their teacher to “Increase our faith” 

(Luke 17:5). They knew that faith was something needed, and Jesus explains that even 

a small amount of faith can do great wonders. What does it mean to have this sort of 

faith, a faith that can serve God’s purposes here to truly be God’s work and yet it’s 

done with our hands? On this Sunday, help the assembly experience this faith that 

God has given us. It’s a gift and connection to our God. 
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THE PRELUDE                                                                            Donna Cotter, Organist 
 

The Prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY  
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                              ELW pg. 94 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                                            GOD IS HERE!                                                    ELW #526 
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GREETING   
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                                                                                                                                                                               ELW P. 138 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                                  ELW p. 139 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak 
in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may 
love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                                                Pastor Elise Stringer 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to lament: How can a 
good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly remain indifferent? God answers by 
proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith. 
 

A reading from Habakkuk Chapters 1 and 2: 
 

1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you 
“Violence!” and you will not save? 3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look 
at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise. 
 4 So the law becomes slack, and justice never prevails. The wicked surround the 
righteous; therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 2:1I will stand at my watchpost and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch 
to see what he will say to me and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 
2 Then the LORD answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so 
that a runner may read it. 3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks 
of the end and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come; it will 
not delay. 4 Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live 
by their faithfulness. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 37:1-9 
Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord. (Ps. 37:5) 

 
 1 Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 
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    2 For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 
  and like the green grass | fade away. 
     3 Put your trust in the LORD | and do good; 
  dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 
 4 Take delight | in the LORD, 
  who shall give you your | heart’s desire.  
 5 Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust | in the LORD, 
  and see what | God will do. 
 6 The LORD will make your vindication as clear | as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. 
 7 Be still before the LORD and wait | patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in | evil 
schemes. 
 8 Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. 
 9 For evildoers shall | be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the LORD shall pos- | sess the land.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 1:1-14 
This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of hardship and persecution, 
Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to exercise that faith with the help of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

A reading from 1 Timothy Chapter 1: 
 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise 
of life that is in Christ Jesus, 2 To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace 
from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
      3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors 
did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 Recalling your 
tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere 
faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and 
now, I am sure, lives in you. 6 For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God 
that is within you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God did not give us a spirit 
of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 
  8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, 
but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of God, 9 who saved us and 
called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own 
purpose and grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages 
began, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel.  
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11 For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12 and 
for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I 
have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day the deposit I 
have entrusted to him. 13 Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard 
from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit 
entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                               ELW pg. 142 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10                                             

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the duties of discipleship. 
He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose actions are responses to their identity rather 
than works seeking reward. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 17th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord replied, “If you 
had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted 
and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
       7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing 
or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the 
table’? 8 Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron 
and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the 
slave for doing what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that 
you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we 
ought to have done!’ ” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                               Pastor Elise Stringer 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                     HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION                             ELW #796 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

The assisting minister may introduce the Creed. 
  

Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith with the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus Christ. Draw us into the 
gift of faith passed down from generation to generation. Remind your people that 
faith the size of a mustard seed is enough. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 
O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and mercy. Bring favorable 
weather during the harvest season and sustain all creation along with all who labor 
in the field. Ensure the welfare of animal companions whose presence offers comfort, 
safety, and joy. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
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O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the world. Give leaders 
and people in authority a spirit of making just and righteous laws. Bring peace to 
countries affected by war and violence. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 
O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, oppressed, bereaved, lonely, 
and poor. Come to the help of all in need especially those on our prayer board and 
those we name before you now. Help us to trust that you will come to us at the right 
time. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 
O God of this congregation, you nurture our faith. Thank you for those of all ages 
who teach, lead, and learn in this congregation and beyond. Give growth to the seeds 
of faith watered by faithful examples of baptismal living. God of grace, receive our 
prayer. 
 
O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who have died in faith. May 
the faith of those who now rest in your merciful arms, shape our faith in your Son, 
Jesus Christ. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 
We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
We share a sign of peace with others. We sit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 LCY Youth Group fun on Sunday! 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING     ON A HYMNSONG OF PHILLIP BLISS   Clarinet Friends 

                                                                                                                          Sarah Jones 
                      Katie Beth Jones    

                                                                                                                       Sarah Coleman 

OFFERING HYMN  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Offered by the Assisting minister.   
 

Let us pray. Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given 
to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who 
richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are 
suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks. 

 
The Lord be with you.                                     And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.          We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.       It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                         ELW p. 144 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your 
faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. Amen. 
  
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN:                       LAMB OF GOD             ELW p. 146 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE                                                                                ELW #759 

FAITH OF OUR FATHERS                                                                                                    ELW #812 

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
Please stand. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Offered by Assisting minister. 

 
Let us pray: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to 
be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
 
MISSION 
 
REDEEMER’S MISSION IS: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love! 

 
SENDING HYMN            LORD DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING         ELW #545 

(printed on next page) 

 
DISMISSAL   
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                Donna Cotter, Organist 
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Serving Today 
Ushers:    Brad Van Putten and Chuck Pegram 
Greeters:    John and Sharon Fouke 
Assisting Minister:  Del King  
Lector 1:    Janet Thomas   
Lector 2:    Kaye Bauer 
Acolyte:    Henry Cotter  
Crucifer:    Cooper Jackson 
Cantor:    Heather Hester 
Counters:    Chuck Pegram and Courtney Childers 
Altar Guild:    Brenda Van Putten 
Flowers:   Given by Linda Jenkins to the Glory of God 
Sheepdog:   Mike Miller, Brian Ginsberg, Phil Roads, and Barbara Tate 
  YY – Mike Miller  LCY – BJ King 
Nursery:    Jenny Wiggers and Hannah Hester 
 

Serving Next Week – October 12, 2025 
 Ushers:    Wade Tate and Tom Lewis 
Greeters:    Phil and Debbie Rhoads 
Assisting Minister:  Heather Hester  
Lector 1:    Renee Phillips   
Lector 2:    Michelle Meloon 
Acolyte:    Rose Lanning  
Crucifer:    Dillon Howell 
Cantor:    Chuck Pegram 
Counters:    Chuck Pegram and Courtney Childers 
Altar Guild:    ? 
Flowers:   Given by Linda Cramer in honor of her  

50th Wedding Anniversary 
Sheepdog:   Michael Lybrand, Beto Damien, and Sonny Lybrand 
  Lutheridge: BJ King, Chris Felicia, and Brian Ginsberg 
Nursery:    Jessica Johnson and Aurie Dill 
 
 

NOTES 


