
	 	  

 Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry
October 5, 2025 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost

Connecting people to people • people to faith • faith to life
69 Mill Street • Athens, OH • (740) 593-3144

info@clcathens.org • www.clcathens.org

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee 
people. Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the 
Adena, Hopewell and Fort Ancient cultures.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Bob Cochran; Organist: George Weckman; 
Choir Director: Christian Yoder; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Pianist: Patricia 
Cambridge; Lector: Jane Unger; Time with Children: Cheryl Huebner; Ushers: Marilyn 
Shealy, Linda Batey; Greeter: JoAnn Ball; Acolyte: Eliza; Tray Server: Chad Kopenski; 
Livestream: Doug Debrick

INTRODUCTION 
A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of 
faith has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the 
life of faith are the blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the word 
read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving.
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WELCOME  

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Merciful God,
you free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life.
Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of ☩ Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG All People That on Earth Do Dwell (ELW 883)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, 
strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love 
our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen.

 3



	 	  

TIME WITH CHILDREN AND BLESSING OF ANIMALS
Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, 
birds in the air, and animals on the land. You inspired Saint Francis to call all of them his 
siblings. We ask you to bless our pets and all animals. By the power of your love, 
enable them to live according to your plan. May we always praise you for all your beauty 
in creation. Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures! Amen.

FIRST READING: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
A reading from Habakkuk.
1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 
 2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 
  and you will not listen?  
 Or cry to you “Violence!” 
  and you will not save?  
 3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing  
  and look at trouble?  
 Destruction and violence are before me; 
  strife and contention arise. 
 4 So the law becomes slack, 
  and justice never prevails. 
 The wicked surround the righteous; 
  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 
 2:1I will stand at my watchpost 
  and station myself on the rampart; 
 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me  
  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 
 2 Then the LORD answered me and said: 
 Write the vision; 
  make it plain on tablets, 
  so that a runner may read it. 
 3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
  it speaks of the end and does not lie. 
 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 
  it will surely come; it will not delay. 
 4 Look at the proud! 
  Their spirit is not right in them, 
  but the righteous live by their faithfulness.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 37:1-9
 1 Do not be provoked by evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 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 2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, 
  and like the green grass fade away. 
 3 Put your trust in the LORD and do good; 
  dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
 4 Take delight in the LORD, 
  who shall give you your heart’s desire.  
 5 Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 
  and see what | God will do. 
 6 The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light  
  and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun.  
 7 Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
 8 Refrain from anger, leverage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.  
 9 For evildoers shall be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land. 

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 1:1-14
A reading from 2 Timothy.
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life 
that is in Christ Jesus, 
  2 To Timothy, my beloved child:  
  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—
when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 Recalling your tears, I 
long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a 
faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am 
sure, lives in you. 6 For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within 
you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but 
rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 
  8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but 
join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of God, 9 who saved us and called 
us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and 
grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 but it 
has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who 
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 For this 
gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12 and for this reason I 
suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, 
and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day the deposit I have entrusted to him. 
13 Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and 
love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit entrusted to you, with the help of 
the Holy Spirit living in us.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord replied, “If you had faith 
the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 
planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
  7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or 
tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8 
Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve 
me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave for 
doing what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were 
ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have 
done!’ ”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN  I Love to Tell the Story (ELW 661)
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs.… 

O Loving God, we are lifted by Jesus’s words that faith, even the size of a mustard 
seed, will grow if it’s planted. So, we pray your Spirit will help us increase our faith and 
put it into action, to do good works, and work for justice. Stir us to listen to your call in 
our daily lives and to respond by forgiving, serving, loving, telling the good news, and 
living according to your will. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

O Creator God, we praise you for the bounty of the harvest. Help us to be mindful of the 
ways we waste your resources and destroy your Creation. Open our senses to 
appreciate the beauty of the changing season and the wonder of nature. Guide us to be 
careful stewards of this amazing planet and to care for the environment. Teach us to 
reduce our consumption and preserve the water, air, plants, and animals. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  

O God of Peace, we fervently pray for an end to violence in the world. We beseech you 
to grant wisdom and courage to all leaders so they will lay down their weapons, set 
aside hatreds, and find compromises instead of revenge. Bring safety, wellbeing, and 
hope to anyone who lives in fear every day. Protect those who serve in the military, 
comfort military families, and bless our veterans. We pray all refugees will find comfort, 
respect, and acceptance wherever they live. Teach us to be peacemakers. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  

O God of Plenty, we are grateful for all the blessings our lives, especially our talents and 
relationships. Lead us to share our abundance with those in need and to discern and 
use our talents for your kingdom’s work. Bless all bishops, clergy, and lay church 
leaders. We also rejoice with those who are celebrating anniversaries, birthdays, and 
other joyous occasions.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

O God of Compassion, we pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit. 
Restore to wholeness those who are struggling with addictions. Bless our shut-ins and 
help us bring them joy. Grant wisdom and skill to all medical personnel, researchers, 
and caregivers. We also lift up anyone dealing with long-term diagnoses, such as 
cancer, dementia, or depression. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

O God of Kindness, listen now as we offer other prayers, either silently or aloud…… 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

O Comforter, we pray for those who are dying and those mourning the loss of loved 
ones.  Rest your peace, strength, and hope on the families and friends who mourn. 
Remind us of the promise of eternal life with you. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.   
                             
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  

OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE. 
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our 
church app!

OFFERING                                   Nimrod from the Enigma Variations By Elgar

OFFERTORY   

OFFERING PRAYER
Creator God,
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
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Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
Thanks be to God!
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Loving God,
you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit
☩ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing (ELW 545)

DISMISSAL
The service has ended. 
The ministry begins!
Go in peace! Live by the Spirit!
Thanks be to God.
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