FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

17 Sunday after Pentecost

3 ' Sunday, October 5, 2025
9:30 a.m.
Ordinary Time
We welcome you to worship!
Please fill out the blue worship card and place it in the offering plate later in the service.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

INTRODUCTION

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith has miraculous poten-
tial. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are the blessings received in holy baptism,
holy communion, and the word read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with
thanksgiving.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ** one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We
turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found.

Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. You who were
lost have been found. In the name of * Jesus, your sins are forgiven!

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “God is Here!” ELW 526 vs. 1,3
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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THIS IS THE FEAST Page 140
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, strengthen us. When
we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
ANTHEM “Fugetta” by Gerald Finzi Rick Burton, Clarinet
Accompanied by Jeffrey Hartmann
READINGS

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4

Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to lament: How can a good
and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly remain indifferent? God answers by proclaiming that the
righteous will live by faith.

1'The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 20 Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry
to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruc-
tion and violence are before me; strife and contention arise. ¢ So the law becomes slack, and justice never pre-
vails. The wicked surround the righteous; therefore, judgment comes forth perverted. 211 will stand at my watch-
post and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to see what he will say to me and what he will answer
concerning my complaint. 2 Then the Lord answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so
that a runner may read it. 3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end and does not lie. If
it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. * Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in
them, but the righteous live by their faithfulness.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God
2 Timothy 1:1-14

This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of hardship and persecution,
Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to exercise that faith with the help of the Holy
Spirit.

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 2 To
Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. I am grate-
ful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in
my prayers night and day.  Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. °I am reminded
of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure,
lives in you. ¢ For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of
my hands, 7 for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-
discipline. ¢ Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me in
suffering for the gospel, in the power of God, ® who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to
our works but according to his own purpose and grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the
ages began, °but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished
death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. ! For this gospel I was appointed a herald and



an apostle and a teacher, > and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in
whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day the deposit I have entrusted
to him. ¥ Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are
in Christ Jesus. * Guard the good deposit entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

CHILDREN’S TIME Deacon Korra Looschen
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 142
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 17" chapter beginning at the 5% verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Luke 17:5-10
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the duties of discipleship.

He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose actions are responses to their identity rather than
works seeking reward.

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” ¢ The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size of a mustard
seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it would obey you. ”
“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field,
‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? # Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for
me; put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink'? ®* Do you thank the
slave for doing what was commanded? !° So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do,
say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!””

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you , O Christ.

SERMON Vicky Daub, Executive Director of Veteran Servant Corps Project



THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascend-
ed into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God of Grace

Receive our prayer.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERTORY
OFFERING PRAYER

Lord of the harvest,

MEAL

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of
riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffer-
ing and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Page 144

Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Page 144
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.

Amen
SHARING OF COMMUNION (for those of you at home)

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread)/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:

“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”

COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation,
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of the forgiveness of sin, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come forward

9



for communion. We invite everyone to receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Holy Com-
munion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome”. In our serving communion trays, wine is darker red on
the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve only gluten-free bread prepared in a kitchen
excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat-gluten sensitivities. Come, taste and see, that the
Lord is good.

LAMB OF GOD Page 146
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COMMUNION HYMNS
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” ELW 759
“My Life Flows On in Endless Song” ELW 673
“Great is Thy Faithfulness” ELW 733
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My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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My Life Flows On in Endless Song

ELW 763
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Great Is Thy Faithfulness ELW 733
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and
to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

SENDING

HOMEBOUND COMMUNION
BLESSING OF THE 16 YEAR OLDS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN “Praise and Thanksgiving” ELW 689
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Praise and Thanksgiving ELW 689
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Music: Gaelic Tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © Oxford University Press
Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
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WELCOME to Worship!
WELCOME to worship! We are so glad you are here!
LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the ushers.
KIDS WORSHIP BAGS are available to use during the church service. Pick one up in the narthex
so they can enjoy looking through a children's Bible, coloring in the coloring pages, or playing

with one of the toys. Kids worship bags are labeled according to age ranges. Please return the bags
after service. Thank you for bringing your kids to church

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel parking lot, one-half block north of
the church on Terry Street.

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, along the hallway leading to the Big
Room. There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and in the
Big Room.

We love seeing you in worship!

Scan the QR Code for the Following! Preacher Vicky Daub
View the Latest Sunday Bulletin Presider The Rev. Garrett Struessel

Worship Assistant Deacon Korra Looschen
Council Hosts Bill Campbell

Rick Samson
Ushers Holly Keenan

Stephanie Nieuwlandt
Reader Sally Campbell
Acolyte Jonathan Leos
Communion Assistants Dwight Tilford

Marilyn Williams
Pianist/Organist Jeffrey Hartmann

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license
#SBL14236. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen is copyright © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission OneLicense A-713218.
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Bio for Vicky Daub

Vicky is Executive Director of Veteran Servant Corps Project (https://www.rmselca.org/veteran-servant-
corps-project), a ministry of the Rocky Mountain Synod (RMS), which is part of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA).

Vicky has been working with Military/Veteran families since January 2012. Her husband Larry served in
the United States Air Force from 1958-1979. Vicky has earned a B.A. (University of Northern Colorado,
1978), a M.B.A (University of Colorado, 1999), and a M.A. in Christian Ministry (Luther Seminary, 2019).

Vicky is a Colorado native and lifelong RMS/ELCA member. Immanuel Lutheran in Greeley, Colorado is
where Vicky was baptized and confirmed. She is currently a member at Bethany Lutheran in Cherry Hills
Village, Colorado. God called Vicky to this ministry of working with Military/Veteran families on
Thanksgiving Eve 2011.

£9 LUTHER SEMINARY

St. Paul, Mis

AY DAUB

MASTER OF ARTS IN CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

17



