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Father, Your words are life. K¢ » ¥RAVIE L= ©

Your words are like honey to our mouths. They give us the sustenance that we need for each day. They carry
us through the storms of life. They bring comfort and peace to those who are hurting.
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But most of all, they lift our eyes to Christ. Father, we need Your word this morning.
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O that You would speak to us, we pray. In Jesus name, Amen. K{RaEf1iiih » EHCERAVS 4GS o Paf] -

On the north shore of Long Island New York stands the fifth oldest Presbyterian church in America. It is called
Setauket Presbyterian Church, and it was established in 1660.
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The building is painted white with a towering steeple on the top which provided light for ships that were
navigating the coast of the island. X & H 85 ST S 2 0Y90E - & H G N T 5 ARG BERTRR -
When you step into the church, one of the first things that you notice is a large, three-hundred-year-old pulpit
in the centre. 2§ AZUEE - E el AHRATHYE F OWREE A 300 77 SEATHE -

On the top of the pulpit — on the surface where the preacher puts his notes — there is a bronze plaque.
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And on the plaque, there is an engraving. It is a reminder to the preacher — words from the beginning of the
gospel of John describing the ministry of John the Baptist.
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“He was not the light, but he came to bear witness to the light.” It is a reminder of the role of the preacher —
which is to point people, not to himself, but to Christ. “
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There are no great preachers. There are no great men or women of faith. There are men and women who have
been used by a great God.{tf P A RIVEIER » RAHBRIVER - RAWRESARIY At HEyS S22 -
And the preacher only fulfills his task to the extent that he points people to Christ.
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This thought has been on my heart as I've been preparing this sermon especially. Is my motive to bring glory
to myself? Or to Christ?
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Because it is so easy for anyone who stands in this place to decorate their reputation — to draw attention to
themselves. ROV EREEE & LAY - ERSE S IHMTIVEE - W DEENFECE L -

But the goal of the preacher should never be for people to leave the service saying, “What a great preacher.”
Instead, we ought to leave here saying, “What a great Savior.” “What a great God.”
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So, we come to the beginning of our text in Matthew 6:1. Jesus says, “Beware of practicing your
righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise, you have no reward with your Father who is in
heaven.”
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The first thing that we learn from our text is this, A 5 /o4 E I ¢

God looks at the inward posture of the heart, not merely the outward action.
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When we read through the sixth chapter of Matthew, one of the first things that we notice is the structure of
Jesus’ argument. HHA TIRE KRS HANEN - HIOEEFINEIBERIGIERTEE) -
Matthew 6.1-18 can be divided into four sections: First, Jesus states His main teaching point in verse one —
this general principle, “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them.”
EyRtEE 6:1-18 a7 MU ER sy ¢ Bk o HRERESS — IR SRR L - — S EIE N« “IROITZHEEH - A a]
WOSAE N HRTZRIE W - A & I -
This is a broad-sweeping statement that applies to any kind of righteous action.
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Following this, Jesus brings in three specific examples that He uses to illustrate His point from verse one: 1)
The first example is giving to the poor in verses two to four; 2) The second example is prayer in verses five to
fifteen; and 3) The third example is fasting in verses 16-18.
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These were the three pillars of Jewish piety, and Jesus intentionally chooses these things in order to illustrate
how the principle from verse 1 applies to every aspect of Jewish life. Ef JIFEEILRKNEGREEN =K
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So as we now begin to narrow our focus to the first four verses of chapter 6, we do well to keep this structural
framework in mind, as it will help us to see the coherence in Jesus’ argument, and how our text functions like
a small puzzle piece within the overall flow of Jesus’ sermon.
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Jesus is more concerned with the motive behind the action than He is with the action itself.
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The next thing that is important for us to grasp at the outset — as we look specifically at the act of giving to the
poor, is that the text is more concerned with the motive behind the action than it is with the action itself.
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Sometimes when people preach this text, their main point is that we should give to the poor. To be clear,
giving to the poor is a good thing — and the Bible does command us to do this.
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But if we understand our text merely as a command to give to the poor, we miss the heart of what Jesus is
saying B (R SRR it 25 75 NAYen< - AR T HRBRIG1ERYRERE -
In the Greek text there is no imperative command to give to the poor. The command is to beware —
TpooéxeTE — to be careful — to be on guard —
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to be mindful of the posture of our heart when we give to the poor — when we pray — when we fast — and to
not do these things out of a desire to be recognized and noticed and honored in the sight of others.
PAMERE S AN ~ SR~ Z2RNETEECNLIESRE - V7T EZEM AN BRSO R ~ #5001 - #&E
S LA -
The Pharisees failed to realize this. As Pastor Lee shared two weeks ago, the Pharisees were so focused on
doing precisely what the law said, that they failed to realize why they were following the law in the first place.



3

EMZENRBEE LI - R4 Lee HUMMERIAT = ANZR AL L TESFRVAS S Al T ETEE
HIRIER -

They did all the right actions with all the wrong motives and intentions.
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That's why Jesus says in Matthew 5:20 that “unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.”
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Righteousness that surpasses the scribes and Pharisees is a righteousness that extends beyond the outward
action — to the motive of the heart. {3 SCATAFFE AR X > SUEEERSMETTH ~ BEFEWLEINLEY X -

Think of Pastor Lee’s message two weeks ago about murder and adultery. It is not just the external act of
murder that is wrong, but the internal hatred of the heart. It is not just the external act of adultery that is
wrong, but the internal lust of the heart.
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In the same way, it is not merely the outward act of giving to the poor that pleases God — but an inward
attitude of the heart. [FIBE - SZHHEZHAY - AAETIMERTIESTTH > FAET WLHISE -

If the attitude of our heart is a desire to be noticed and honored in the sight of others, then Jesus tells us that
we have no reward from our Father in heaven. He says we have already been paid in full.
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Take a look at Matthew 6:2, “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly | say to you,
they have their reward in full.”
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What does Jesus mean by the phrase “they have their reward in full?” “They” refers to the “hypocrites” who
give to the poor in order to “be honored by men.” ki “Mif 14845 T A 185G 2288 7 XEP
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And the reward that they receive is the reward that they were seeking all along. They receive the recognition
— the affirmation — the praise of men. fi{ JFrFHY TG 2 A 962 EKHY © tHABVIAA] ~ HESHRET -

But that is their only reward. That is the full extent of their payment.
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They have the praise they wanted, but nothing else. They forfeit the greater reward — namely the kingdom of
heaven. ffi J3k1G T AEEHIFREE - HIBITEATRS - MTTAIEE THERIEG - BIRE -

We find the counterpart to this phrase at the end of verse four, “your Father who sees what is done in secret
will reward you.” 155 4 TIREA PR IRHYIE © “IRCAEFRILFEEE - ARG -

There are two kinds of people in the text and there are two kinds of rewards: 1) The hypocrites, whose reward
is the praise of men; and 2) God’s children, whose reward is the kingdom of heaven. This is the reward that
Jesus has been talking about from the very beginning of His sermon.
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He has been unfolding this picture of God’s kingdom people. They are the poor in spirit; they are the pure in
heart; the peacemakers; the salt of the earth — the light of the world; those who turn the other cheek; citizens
of heaven.
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And our text this morning is simply another addition to this list — God’s kingdom people are those who seek
the favor of God, rather than the favor of men. The second thing that we learn from our text is this,
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People of God’s kingdom do righteous deeds for the purpose of bringing glory to their Father in heaven rather
than themselves.
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Up to this point our focus has been the negative teaching, “Beware of practicing your righteousness before
men to be noticed by them” — Matthew 6:1.
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We saw that the wrong motive for doing righteous deeds is a desire to be honored by others. But what is the
right motive for doing righteous deeds? What is the positive teaching that the text has to offer us? Jesus has
by no means forgotten to address this question.
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We find the answer back in Matthew 5:16, “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” & ZEa]iEl £ LA AFES 5:16 © “UR{ 1A G B A
HHE AR - MURLATTE WARTIRVEFT - SR A5 IR0 ER EAYAC - 7
First, we will consider the similarities between this passage and our text this morning, and then we will move
to their differences. Bt - FATRHERTTX 23055 HESCAIMHELZ A - GEMAETTINES:
The verses are similar in that they each talk about doing good works in a public context. Matthew 6:1 is about
“practicing ...righteousness before men” — in the sight of other people. ZXEL22TTHVFH I T A 1EIC AT
AN ETE - BAET 6:1 M NHERTRIE W —RIEM A EW MR -
Matthew 5:16 says that we should “let our light shine before men...that they may see your good works.” Both
verses are about doing righteous deeds in a public context. The difference between the verses is that of
motivation.
LhORtEE 5:16 M B2 “IR{TTAY C B ARIEAE AT BUAA & WARTIEVEAT4" PR TSGR AR AT E 3R
BEZIR » AEXHIAETZIHL -
The motivation in chapter five is to glorify God whereas the motivation in chapter six is to glorify ourselves.
FHENSUEREM > FAENSAR REC -
Notice that doing righteous deeds in a public context is not inherently wrong. Sometimes people go to the
extreme of avoiding righteous behavior altogether when people are watching. This is not what the text calls us
to do.
FTEE A ERIEIRAGITIEER - AN AN ISE RS - M AOEM T 578 2B E H EWETTh
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Doing righteous deeds in a public context is wrong, only when our goal is to bring glory to ourselves rather
than God. HEA YA HY H IS 25 B IR MRS - (EAH S ETRE IR B O HEIR -
We learn from Matthew 5:16 that practicing righteous deeds in public can be a good thing, as long as our
desire is to bring glory to God.
LyRtEE 5:16 ASHA] » HERATEERZZ @MW - EATTIERBRERATT A LEHESE -
And the final thing that we will consider before moving to the practical uses of our text is this:
PRI 42 S SRR AT e B E S HYE -



Jesus not only teaches this principle, but He models it for us in His life and ministry.
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After Jesus heals the paralytic in Matthew 9:8 we read that, “when the crowds saw this, they were awestruck,
and glorified God, who had given such authority to men.”
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Shortly after, Jesus heals a crowd of people, and we read in Matthew 15:31 that “the crowd marveled as they
saw the mute speaking, the crippled restored, the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the
God of Israel.”
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When we read Matthew’s gospel account, it’s clear that there is an intentionality to how he chooses to record
the events. {EFIEE KRS > BATREEM M EIEE LR LHROAiC T EM -
First, he gives us the instruction of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount, and then he gives us the example of
Jesus in the following chapters. {tSCIREARERE S LIFEYFAIRS - FEGEE TR EIHNERATRAE -
Jesus not only taught this principle — He modeled it with His life. BS#f {2 S JE N » B fE A dp oLk o
So we step back — and we see how our text — Matthew 6:1-4 — fits into the rest of Jesus’ sermon, and into the
rest of Matthew’s gospel account.
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We first considered Jesus’ negative caution against the impure motive of glorifying ourselves in Matthew 6:1-4.
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Then we considered His positive teaching on the correct motive of glorifying God in Matthew 5:16.
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And finally, we saw how Jesus goes on to model His teaching in His life and ministry.
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But how does all of this apply in a practical way to our lives? We might answer thus,
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If God looks at the inward posture of the heart, not merely the outward action, then we ought to examine our
hearts to see if our righteous deeds are being prompted by pure motives.
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As you examine your life — what is the posture of your heart when you do good deeds before others? When
you serve in the various ministries at Trinity? When you lead a Bible study? When you give a devotional in a
small group? When you sing or play on the worship team? Or help out in the kitchen?
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The apostle Paul asks himself a question in Galatians 1:10 that we should often ask ourselves as we serve in
these various ways, {#EHERZP AL 1:10 th 5 [RAYERE > EERAESISE TG TR E BAE/ -
“Am | now seeking the favor of men or of God? Or am | striving to please men? If | were still trying to please
men, | would not be a bondservant of Christ.”
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Why do you do what you do? Why do you serve at Trinity? Or at an outreach event? Or at another church?
Are you doing it for yourself? Or are you doing it for Christ?
TRNETTRT T Z BRI = — BB AN S B Bt B =R 22N H CifT » RN AEMT?
All that we do should be done not for ourselves — but for Christ.
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Secondly, we might apply the text in this way, EZt » A Ta] DUXFERN LS ¢

If people of God’s kingdom do righteous deeds for the purpose of bringing glory to their Father in heaven
rather than themselves, then we should strive to do all that we do for the glory of God alone.
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This is the Christian life: to do all things — not for our own glory — but for the glory of our Father in heaven.
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The reformers had a unique way of expressing this. They used a Latin phrase — soli Deo gloria — which is
translated, “to the glory of God alone.”
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This was the fifth of what is called the five Solas of the Reformation: 1) Sola Gratia — saved by grace alone; 2)
Sola Fide — through faith alone; 3) Sola Christus — in Christ alone; 4) Sola Scriptura — according to Scripture
alone; and 5) Soli Deo Gloria — for the glory of God alone.
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They reasoned that, if it is by God’s grace alone that we are saved, then it is God alone who deserves the
glory for our salvation. i [#EiG7E @ WIS PRHAY R EAGR > A0 2Pl 115-BuyZp th meff 3 -4t -

We might say the same thing about our sanctification — about the good works that we do after we are saved.
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If it is only by God’s Spirit that we are empowered to do righteous deeds, then it is God alone who deserves
the glory for anything good that comes from our lives.
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Do we praise the pen in the hand of the author, after reading a beautifully crafted poem? Do we praise the
tool in the hand of the builder after a house is completed?
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Then how could we take credit for that which we were unable to do on our own? For that which was only
made possible by the strength of another?
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We are but a tool in the hand of God — and any good that comes from us is not a result of our own doing — of
our own ability — of our own strength. It is the result of God’s grace which is at work within us.
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So, when we practice our righteousness before others, let us not seek the approval of men.
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But let us do these things in such a way that those watching would turn their eyes upward and glorify our
Father in heaven. {HERAHTEN A » BE(EZ M A G FIRME I A5 STA R EAYSC -

Let us say with the psalmist in Psalm 115:1, “Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to Your name give glory
because of Your lovingkindness, because of Your truth.” Amen.
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