
do you love me?”

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third 
time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all 
things; you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, 
when you were younger you dressed yourself and 
went where you wanted; but when you are old you 
will stretch out your hands, and someone else will 
dress you and lead you where you do not want to 
go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by 
which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, 
“Follow me!”

October 5, 2025

Notes:

“9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so 
that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled 
with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.”  
												            Philippians 1:9–11

1.	 Jesus’ last word to Peter is the same as the first = Follow Me!

“Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, ‘Follow 
me!’”  John 21:19

John 21:15–19(NIV)
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me 
more than these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”

16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me?”

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, 
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2.	 Jesus’ question is deeply restorative.

3.	 The call to love is a call to active service.

“Here is the secret of all Christian ministry, yours and mine, lay and ordained, full-time or part-time. It’s the 
secret of everything from being a quiet, back-row member of a prayer group to being a 	platform speaker 
at huge rallies and conferences. If you are going to do any single solitary thing as a follower and servant 
of Jesus, this is what it’s built on. Somewhere, deep down inside, there is a love for Jesus, and though 
(goodness knows) you’ve let him down enough times, he wants to find that love, to give you a chance to 
express it, to heal the hurts and failures of the past, and give you new work to do.”  
									         — NT Wright, “The Gospels for Everyone”

“To be human is to have a heart. You can’t not love. So the question isn’t whether you will love something as 
ultimate; the question is what you will love as ultimate. And you are what you love.” 
					      — James Smith, “You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit”

“Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil 
desires and greed, which is idolatry. . . . 12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 
one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all 
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.”  Colossians 3:5, 12–14

“Worship is the arena in which God recalibrates our hearts, reforms our desires, and rehabituates our 
loves. Worship isn’t just something we do; it is where God does something to us. Worship is the heart of 
discipleship because it is the gymnasium in which God retrains our hearts.”  
					      — James Smith, “You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit”


