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Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, IN JESUS NAME!
Text: Hebrews 11:6 AMPC But without faith it is impossible to please and be satisfactory to Him. For whoever would come near to God MUIST [necessarily] believe that God (HIS WORD) exists and that He is the rewarder of those who earnestly and diligently seek Him [out].

Introduction: WHAT IS FAITH? If we look at the dictionary definition of “faith” it says that it is “a confidence or trust in a person, thing, or concept. Something that is believed especially with strong conviction, notably a system of religious beliefs. Having a belief when there is no evidence or proof.

The term “faith” in the English language can be used interchangeably to mean that we have faith as a whole in any religious system or practices whether that be Christianity, Buddhism, or even Atheism. It can also mean that you had faith that when you sat in your chair today that it was going to support you. By this definition every person on the planet is exercising faith in something all the time. Concerning creation everyone at some point is has faith in a higher power or faith in a theory that somehow all this power and energy came into being without any other involvement through trillions of random events throughout billions of years somehow. 

What the world calls faith, is something that is founded on oneself deciding to believe in someone, something, or a system of beliefs, religious traditions, practices, science, etc. This is saying that my faith springs out of, myself, or my willpower. The overall thought really behind this, is that I am the god of my own life and as such, I decide what is real and what is truth. We see this in society today, particularly with the idea that is at the root of all this and it is Humanism. God is man, and man is god. My truth is my truth and your truth is your truth. Truth is whatever each of decides it is. Humanism in a nutshell is man trying to meet his own need apart from God by removing God from society.

In a church setting or in evangelism for example some may ask, are you OF the faith? Meaning of a particular religion or a specific denomination. In Christianity we see there are many denominations that state their beliefs that either include or exclude various tenants of “THE FAITH” such a the 9 gifts of the Spirit, healing and miracles, vows of poverty or prosperity, etc.  

However, the Bible and in particular the New Testament written in Greek it does not use the word “faith” so interchangeably. 

Proposition/Purpose: We do want to be pleasing to God and we want to be rewarded by God so today we are going to look at what “faith is” in the Bible and we operate by faith.

I. What is Faith and where does it come from according to the Word of God?	
1. John 1:1-3 MEV In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were created through Him, and without Him nothing was created that was created.
A. The Word of God is the foundation on which everything past, present, and future will ever exist or be created by.
B. Faith exists or is created by or prompted by the Word of God. 
2. Hebrews 11:1-3 AMPC Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses]. For by [faith—trust and holy fervor born of faith] the men of old had divine testimony borne to them and obtained a good report. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds [during the successive ages] were framed (fashioned, put in order, and equipped for their intended purpose) by the word of God, so that what we see was not made out of things which are visible.
A. “Faith” in Greek is pistis (pis'-tis): belief, trust, confidence; fidelity, faithfulness. It is always a gift from God, and never something that can be produced by people. In short, "faith" for the believer is "God's divine persuasion" – and therefore distinct from human belief (confidence), yet involving it. The Lord continuously births faith in the yielded believer so they can know what He prefers, i.e. the persuasion of His will.
B. “Assurance” in Greek is hupostasis (hoop-os'-tas-is): “standing under a guaranteed claim, entitling someone to what is guaranteed under an agreement, or having a title of possession, substance.”  
C. In the spirit-realm faith is an actual, tangible substance that responds to the Word of God, creating and/or rearranging matter in spiritual or physical realms to accomplish the Word of God that was spoken. 
D. “Of the things [we] hope for” in Greek is elpizó (el-pid'-zo): hope for, expect, trust, to anticipate, to wait with joy and full of confidence.
E. “Being the proof of things” in Greek is elegchos (el'-eng-khos): a proof, that by which a thing is proved or tested, conviction, a persuasion
F. “We do not see and the conviction of their reality” in Greek is blepó (blep'-o): see, perceive, discern, or to see something physical, with spiritual results.
G. We also see that BY FAITH God created everything by HIS WORD. 
H. The Word preexisted, produced faith substance, and God chose specific Words and spoke them out which released faith substance or faith matter and it framed the universe. 
I. Faith is given by God through His Word, which in the spirit produces a specific faith substance according to the Word, in a man who believes the Word, and then cooperates with God in the earth, by releasing that faith so that it can produce what God intended. 
J. This was the Original Design and Intent that we saw in the Garden of Eden with Adam and we saw again the Christ Jesus the 2nd Adam.
K. We see many examples of this even in the O.T. as we look at the accounts down through Hebrews 11 known as the “Hall of Faith” we see that the Word of God produced faith in the saints of old who upon standing on the Word of God saw the end of their faith or the manifestation of what God has promised them according to His Word.
L. Hebrews 1:3 “He uphold ALL THINGS by the Word of His power.”
3. Hebrews 12:2 “Looking unto Jesus, the Originator and Perfecter (End) of our faith.”
A. He is THE WORD OF GOD which is the Source of faith itself.
4. Application: Faith originates by the Word of God and it is the tangible substance of the Word of God. 

II. How Do I Get Faith? 	
1. Romans 12:3 MEV For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sound judgment, according to the measure of faith God has distributed to every man.
A. The Scripture is NOT telling us that we received some small amount of faith that we need to do something with for it to mature.
B. At the new birth you received the faith of God or we received the exact same ability to speak the Word of God and to have it produce results in the same way that God does as we saw in Genesis 1. 
C. This not about an amount. It is an ability, that includes with it. a responsibility.
2. Matthew 17:20 NKJV So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.
3. Genesis 1:26, Genesis 2:7, 19-20 – Image and Likeness - Original Intent is restored.
A. Adam was operating through the Life of God and the Wisdom of God by Holy Spirit. Adam was using the faith of God to speak life and create just like God did throughout Genesis 1. 
B. At the new birth we have been restored back into union and communion as the sons of God or the God-class of being and we have been given the ability to speak His Word as Holy Spirit directs us and see it work in this world or natural realm just like Adam did and the 2nd Adam, Christ Jesus did. 
4. John 5:19 NASB Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner.
5. John 14:10 AMPC Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in Me? What I am telling you I do not say on My own authority and of My own accord; but the Father Who lives continually in Me does the (His) works (His own miracles, deeds of power).
A. We are now the Body of Christ continuing in His earthly ministry the exact same way. This is the only way it can work or be accomplished. That is why …Hebrews 11:6.
B. The faith of God is a real substance that we have been given the responsibility to use as He directs us. 
6. Romans 10:8 NASB But what does it say? “THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART”—that is, the word of faith which we are preaching
7. Romans 10:17 AMPC So faith comes by hearing [what is told], and what is heard comes by the preaching [of the message that came from the lips] of Christ (the Messiah Himself).
8. Hebrews 4:12 AMPC For the Word that God speaks is alive and full of power [making it active, operative, energizing, and effective]; it is sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating to the dividing line of the breath of life (soul) and [the immortal] spirit, and of joints and marrow [of the deepest parts of our nature], exposing and sifting and analyzing and judging the very thoughts and purposes of the heart.
A. The Word of God is the power and creative force of God. When He speaks to us through His Word and by Holy Spirit revealing it to us it produces an actual substance or faith in us that contains the power of God in it, to bring itself to pass. 
B. It is the same Word of God full of all creative power that brought the universe into existence and causes it to keep on going.
C. What is a mountain, or cancer, or covid, or a financial deficit, or any situation, in light of, the Word of His power?
D. The Word of God is alive and it speaks faith into our hearts. For it is with the heart that a man believes. Therefore, it is the Source of our faith, containing in it the power to bring itself to pass, or the finish, or the promised end.
E. We are to now take that faith and add corresponding action by speaking it out and acting on it in this natural realm, even though with our physical eye or in our bodies we may not see or feel anything different at the present.
F. Faith is always working the moment it was released even though we cannot see it.
G. We must let it work faith work and not hinder this process even though it may or may not be an instant manifestation but a progressive one.   
H. How do we cooperate with God so that we can be IN faith and release it to see the end of that faith?

III. How Do I Use Faith?	
1. Mark 11:12-14, 20-21 NKJV Now the next day, when they had come out from Bethany, He was hungry. 13 And seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps He would find something on it. When He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 In response Jesus said to it, “Let no one eat fruit from you ever again.” And His disciples heard it.
20 Now in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots. 21 And Peter, remembering, said to Him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You cursed has withered away.”
A. The Word that Jesus spoke went to work immediately on the root of that tree. However, it took until the next day in this case before anyone could see any evidence of it.
B. Jesus just as He demonstrated to them with the fig tree, heard from God what to do or in this case say which produced the faith substance. He then spoke what He heard which released faith which went to work immediately on to the fig tree. 
C. Also, He did not doubt or unbelief in His heart which would contradict the Word but instead believed with absolute certainty that what He said, would happen exactly that way.
D. For example, if anyone would have asked Jesus an hour later about that fig tree. He would have simply replied the exact same thing that He already had spoken and just kept going. 
E. He knew how this works (John14:10). I hear the Word of God I speak it, releasing faith which is the substance that creates or rearranges things as needed accordingly to what I said.
2. Mark 11:22-24 AMPC And Jesus, replying, said to them, Have faith in God [constantly]. 23 Truly I tell you, whoever says to this mountain, Be lifted up and thrown into the sea! and does not doubt at all in his heart but believes that what he says will take place, it will be done for him. 24 For this reason I am telling you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe (trust and be confident) that it is granted to you, and you will [get it].
A. Jesus used the fig tree as an object lesson and was instructing them not in the sense that they need a greater measure of faith. Instead that they are to continually be living by faith, using the faith of God in them just like God does. He confirms this by what He tells them in the 2 next verses.
B. It does not matter if it is a fig tree, a mountain, a mountain of debt, cancer, or anything else. Everything in the universe is upheld by and subject the Word of God and it is brought into subject by faith-filled Words of God that will dominate every situation.
C. The same way we got saved is the exact same way that everything has ever worked or will work. (Romans 10:8-10) Believe the Word in your heart, take the faith substance it produced and speak it out and it produces what it that specific Word was designed to produce.
3. James 1:6-8 NASB But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
A. Many times, faith is not the problem. It is unbelief. We have faith but we have allowed fear – doubt and unbelief to pollute our faith so we waver on the Word of God and receive nothing.
4. Hebrews 11:6 AMPC But without faith it is impossible to please and be satisfactory to Him. For whoever would come near to God MUST [necessarily] believe that God (HIS WORD) exists and that He is the rewarder of those who earnestly and diligently seek Him [out].
A. When I believe GOD (the Word) IT produces the faith substance in me that I MUST now act on and speak out that produces the manifestation of the Word of God which pleases Him. 
B. This is how God works in the earth, which is the exact same way that is was in the Garden with Adam and we saw it again in Christ Jesus the 2nd Adam who is charging us now to live the exact same way.
5. Matthew 6:9-10 “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” The answer to that prayer comes when believers receive the Word of God producing faith in them. When the start speaking it out and acting on that Word expecting without wavering it will work.  
A. By this His Kingdom is manifested and the kingdom of darkness is pushed back. We are Light in this world!
6. John 14:12 That works that I do you will do also and greater works than these you will do because I go unto My Father.
A. Now let us read the Word of God with purpose and see every Word a faith substance that will produce that result in and through our lives. 
B. By the eye of faith see yourself – healed, debt free, walking out your God-given purpose, laying hands of the sick and seeing them recover.

