
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

October 5, 2025 

 
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

34 E. Orange Street 
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993 

Web Site: memluth.org 
E-mail: office@memluth.org 

717-532-4614 

 
Welcoming all  

Reaching out in love 
Growing together in Christ 

Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name 

 
Reverend Godfred Effisah 

717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell) 
pastor@memluth.org 

Pastor’s office hours: Monday to Thursday: 9 am to 3 pm 

 
Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to 
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things 
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one  
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!   

 

 

https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#
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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for 
Worship, please silence your cell phone.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard 
seed’s-worth of faith has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, 
and endurance required for the life of faith are the blessings received in 
holy baptism, holy communion, and the word read and proclaimed in 
this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 
 

GATHERING 
 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  “Blest Be the God of Israel”                                 - Burkhardt  
 
CHORAL INTROIT  “Surely the Presence of the Lord”      Senior Choir 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Please kneel or stand as you are able. 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our maker, our helper, and our 
keeper. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We 
trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We 
turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. 
Amen. 
 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found.  
 
In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 
 
Please remain standing or stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING HYMN  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                    ELW 733  
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                                                                          SING IN UNISON

                                                    
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.   
Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we 
are weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm 
us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile 
move this prophet to lament: How can a good and all-powerful God see 
evil in the world and seemingly remain indifferent? God answers by 
proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith. 
 
1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2 O Lord, how long shall I 
cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you 
will not save? 3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at 
trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention 
arise. 4 So the law becomes slack, and justice never prevails. The 
wicked surround the righteous; therefore judgment comes forth 
perverted. 

2:1
I will stand at my watchpost and station myself on the  
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rampart; I will keep watch to see what he will say to me and what he 
will answer concerning my complaint. 2 Then the Lord answered me 
and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner 
may read it. 3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks 
of the end and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely 
come; it will not delay. 4 Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in 
them, but the righteous live by their faithfulness. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM Psalm 37:1-9                            READ RESPONSIVELY 
1 Do not be provoked by evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, 
  and like the green grass fade away. 
3 Put your trust in the Lord and do good; 
  dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
4 Take delight in the Lord, 
  who shall give you your heart’s desire.  
5 Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord, 
  and see what God will do. 
6 The Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 
7 Be still before the Lord and wait patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who suc 
      ceeds in evil schemes. 
8 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads only to evil. 
9 For evildoers shall be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the Lord shall possess the land.  
 
SECOND READING                                                    2 Timothy 1:1-14  
This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. 
In the face of hardship and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his 
faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to exercise that faith with the 
help of the Holy Spirit. 
 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the 
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 2 To Timothy, my beloved child: 
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, 
as my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers 
night and day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be 
filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived 
first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am 
sure, lives in you. 6 For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of 
God that is within you through the laying on of my hands, 

7
 for God did  

 
 



5  

 

not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love 
and of self-discipline. 8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony 
about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for 
the gospel, in the power of God, 9 who saved us and called us with a 
holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own 
purpose and grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus 
before the ages began, 10 but it has now been revealed through the 
appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished death and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 For this gospel I was 
appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12 and for this reason 
I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I 
have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day 
the deposit I have entrusted to him. 13 Hold to the standard of sound 
teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit entrusted to you, with the help 
of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. The word of the Lord endures forever. That word is the 
good news that was announced to you. Alleluia. (1 Pet. 1:25) 

 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 17th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
GOSPEL                                                                     Luke 17:5-10  
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power 
of faith and the duties of discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the 
attitude of servants whose actions are responses to their identity rather 
than works seeking reward. 
 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord replied, 
“If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this 
mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey 
you. 7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in 
from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and 
take your place at the table’? 8 Would you not rather say to him, 
‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve me while I eat 
and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave for 
doing what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all 
that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have 
done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 
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The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                         
 
SERMON    
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”  ELW 769 
 
Please sit.   
 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
These people have come to us from another church, and desire to 
make public affirmation of their Baptism. 
 
I present Pamela Hamilton and Ryan Leach, who desire to make public 
affirmation of their baptism. 
 
Dear friends, we rejoice to receive you, member of the one holy catho-
lic and apostolic Church, into our fellowship in the Gospel. 
 
The presiding minister may continue with prayer. 
 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you for this sister and brother, whom you have 
made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called 
them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and 
nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the 
gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you 
have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess 
the faith of the church. 
 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
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The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
     creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried; 
     he descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again; 
     he ascended into heaven, 
     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. 
 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to  
continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 
     to live among God’s faithful people, 
     to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
     to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
     to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
     and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
Response: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
The minister addresses the assembly. 
 
People of God, do you promise to support this sister and brother and 
pray for them in their life in Christ. 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
Those making affirmation may kneel. The presiding minister prays for 
God’s blessing. 
 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 
give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
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The minister may lay both hands on the head of the person and say: 
 
Stir up in Pamela and Ryan the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of               
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, 
both now and forever. Amen. 
 
Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly. A                  
representative of the congregation addresses the assembly. 
 
Let us rejoice with this sister and brother in Christ. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give 
thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the 
world. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Risen Lord, ignite in our hearts a passion for prayer. Make our hearts 
yearn for your presence, helping us to seek you with all our being. In 
this Year of Prayer, teach us to pray with deep conviction, and never 
for shallow wishes, beliefs, or with a fleeting faith in you. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of all creation, we thank you for the bounty of the land and for the 
farmers who plant and harvest, ensuring that the world may be fed. We 
are grateful for the harvest that has been safely completed, and we 
pray for those still working to complete their harvest. Grant them favor-
able weather, keep them safe from harm, and give them peace where 
there is anxiety. Bless especially our immigrant farmworkers as they 
face many challenges. May we always share in the abundance you 
provide with joy and gratitude. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
Welcoming and loving God, may your hand ever be over Pamela and 
Ryan, your servants, who have made their commitment to membership 
here today. May your Holy Spirit always be with them, their families, 
and with all of us. Lead us all, together, in the knowledge and obedi-
ence of your Word that we may continue to serve you in this life and 
dwell with you in the life to come. God of grace, receive  our prayer. 
 
O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus Christ. 
Draw us into the gift of faith passed down from generation to genera-
tion. Remind your people that faith the size of a mustard seed is 
enough. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
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O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, oppressed, 
bereaved, lonely, and poor. Come to the help of all in need 
(especially). Help us to trust that you will come to us at the right time. 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who have died 
in faith (especially). May the faith of those who now rest in your merci-
ful arms, like Lois and Eunice, shape our faith in your Son, Jesus 
Christ. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and 
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

SENIOR CHOIR OFFERTORY  “Prayer”                    - Arnold Sherman                                
 

The Ushers will collect the offering. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE   
     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                      ELW 884 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have 
given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of  
riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we 
have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST  
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all  
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:  

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, that whoever              
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and accom-
plished our salvation. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat 
this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion 
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to 
come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we 
ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our 
praise and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless 
us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we 
and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with 
heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints. 
 

All glory and honor is yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD                                                                        page 191 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of 
mercy. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving  
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING   
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Let us pray together. 
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and                       
appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to 
share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who 
gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, + bless you now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”      ELW 545    
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
POSTLUDE  “Prelude in F Major”                                                 - Bach 
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Pastor 
Pastor Godfred Effisah  

 
Organist & Pianist 

Nancy Fogelsanger 
 

Senior Choir / Bell Choir  
Director 

Kathy Kerr 
 

Parish Coordinator 
Amy Piper 

 

Evelyn Fuller 

Karen Larson 

Doug & Pat Maun 

Jeanne Naugle 

Dorothy Railing 

Trina Ruth 

All Caregivers 


