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Matthew 23
Jesus Warned About Not Loving

Jesus spent the bulk of Matthew 23 rebuking the Pharisees and Sadducees’ unloving
nature.  He criticized the self-importance in their hearts and how it served as a
stumbling block to those around them.  Christ warned these religious leaders against
making so much of themselves that they were blind to their own need for a Saviour.

How did the religious leaders’ behaviour go against God’s command to love Him and
others?  Why was Jesus so grieved by these men’s lifestyle?  As it turns out, Christ was
grieved by the state of their legalistic hearts and was not impressed in their ability to
keep up a pious appearance.

These leaders’ lives seemed to be led in service to God, yet they failed to obey His
greatest commands: to love Him and to love those created in His image.  God did not
play favourites as they did.  Instead - and contrary to the ways of the world - He exalted
the humble and humbled those who exalted themselves.  Through this humility in
Christ’s own death and life, God’s love was displayed for all to see.



Family Talking Points

The focus of the Old Testament’s teachings was to guide us in faith toward the cross of
Christ, not to try to find salvation through our own means.  Instead of extending the
love of God as commanded, these religious leaders narrowed the focus of their love to
themselves alone.  They trusted in their own ability to obey God’s laws rather than
relying on their faith in the Messiah to make their hearts right before the Father.

Consider the reality that the Pharisees and Sadducees sought to make others more like
themselves rather than the God they claimed to serve.  Christ spent this chapter
addressing the issue of their spiritual blindness, as well as their need for a regenerated
heart with which to truly love God and others.

Explain to your kids that while these leaders were faithful tithers and rule followers,
they failed to put their faith into tangible practice for others to see and experience.
God’s love is most clearly expressed and extended through justice, mercy and
faithfulness, not the self-important exaltation of ourselves.

Check out the Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family
worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and
family activities.

CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus

2 & 3 year olds 4 year olds &
Kindergarten Jesus said that the

greatest commandments
are to love God and love
others. (Matt. 22:37-39)

The religous leaders loved
themselves most of all.
When we trust in Jesus,
He makes us right with
God and changes our

hearts so we can love and
obey Him.

Grades 1-6

Jesus said to love God and
love others.  (Matt. 22:37-
39). The religious leaders
loved themselves most of

all.  When we trust in Jesus,
He makes us right with God
and changes our hearts so
we ca love and obey Him.

Jesus said that the greatest
commandments are to love
God and love others.  (Matt.

22:37-39). The religious
leaders loved themselves

most of all.  When we trust
in Jesus, He makes us right
with God and changes our
hearts so we can love and

obey Him.

https://ministrygrid.lifeway.com/#/easy-link/BSCC/1b1cda8c-4e22-40fd-ff35-40ce330f4f28


BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus

2 & 3 year olds

4 year olds & Kindergarten

How is Jesus the perfect Prophet?
Jesus perfectly reveals God the Father and fulfills what the prophets spoke.

Grades 1-6

How is Jesus the perfect Prophet?
Jesus tells us God’s message.

How is Jesus the perfect Prophet?
God speaks to us through Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of

this unit.  We are also challenging each Alliance Kid to memorize this verse!



Elementary Song

PreK -Kinder Song

Youtube

Youtube

Preschool Version

If your child struggles with memorization,
click on the links below to memorize the

memory verse song!

Next Alliance Kids
Sunday, October

19  @ 9:30 amth

Connect with Us!
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https://www.instagram.com/fsjakids/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMn-7RleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFiR0hJZ21hNW1NRm1EWkdNAR67yt1jlRxbJ_Yo6c8M2pnH4IC-RdoWKNosqj_8rqQKGfJsC0-Gpfvj4wHScg_aem_Ct-9403rFCc9sS-2E19IZA
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070692349067
https://ministrygrid.lifeway.com/#/easy-link/BSCC/4f9883ea-4164-4ff4-cbf3-c248e7fd8ddd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmjoE2kBen4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vtPRm917CDU

