
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

December 22, 2024 
 

Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are invited to speak sans serif Bolded type with the congregation.  
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Introduction to the day 
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a lovely tribute to the 

little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no 

uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of 

tension in which the church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the 

Lord’s death.” 

Prelude: “People Look East”          (Dale Wood) 
                                 

 

Gathering 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon. 
A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P: God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human 

authority alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
 

P: God of might, we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our 

neighbors. We have trusted false promises. 
 

P: God in our midst, we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your 

mercy to birth in us. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

 

*Gathering Hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                    (ELW 257) 
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*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  A: And also, with you.   
 

KYRIE 
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Hymn OF PRAISE 
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*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you.  A: And also, with you.   

P: Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 

might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 

always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
A: Amen. 
 

*Lighting of the Advent Wreath (Christ be our Light, verse 4) 
             

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

           

    

 
 

 

P: Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, sharing our flesh and bones. As Mary waited and 

Joseph dreamed, so we dream and wait for you. Bless us and let your face shine upon us, 

more radiant than these candles, and more dear than all else we seek. Restore us when we 

fail to refuse the evil and choose the good, and banish all our fears. We pray in the name of 

Emmanuel, your promised child and our Savior. A: Amen. 
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Word 
First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a 
The book of Micah was written when Jerusalem was surrounded by an invading army. While the situation was 

bleak, Micah reminds the people of the promise made to David (whose home town was Bethlehem): his dynasty 

would not fail, and God would provide both a righteous king and peace. 

 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, 

  from ancient days. 

 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return 

  to the people of Israel. 

 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth, 

 5a and he shall be the one of peace.    

                         L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
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Canticle: Luke 1:46b-55 Holden Magnificat         
While the response to the first reading is almost always a psalm, occasionally another song from 

Scripture appears here. Today, the response is Mary’s song, which concludes today’s Gospel reading, 

which is a response to Elizabeth’s declaration that the child Mary bore would fulfill the promises of 

Micah and the other prophets. Mary’s song is traditionally sung in the Evening Prayer Office. 
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Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 
One of the themes of Hebrews is that Jesus has fulfilled and replaced Israel’s Temple and sacrificial system as the 

meeting-place of God and humans. The “body you have prepared for me” is an appropriate reference to the Gospel 

reading’s description of Christ’s coming in the flesh. 

 
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

  but a body you have prepared for me; 

 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 

 7 Then I said, ‘See, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 

offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the 

law), 9 then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to 

establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the 

offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.          

            L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation  
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*Introduction to the Gospel “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” (ELW 265) 

 

*Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 
While she and her husband are aged, Elizabeth has miraculously become pregnant with the child who will become 

John the Baptist. In the meantime, in Nazareth, her cousin Mary has received a visit from the angel Gabriel, who 

offers her the opportunity to become the mother of Jesus. Mary travels to Jerusalem to meet Elizabeth. 
 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with 

the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed 

is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 

comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb 

leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what 
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was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

 

  46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

  47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48 for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. 

  Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed, 

 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name; 

 50 indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

 51 He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

 52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly; 

 53 he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty. 

 54 He has come to the aid of his child Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 

 55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 

                        P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon 
 

HYMN of the Day: “ Savior of the Nations, Come”              (ELW 263) 
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Welcoming New Members to the Congregation 
Presentation of New Members 
P: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in 

the body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life and ministry of this 

congregation. 
A representative of the congregation or the presiding minister may introduce each new member or household. 

 Name/s  have come to our congregation from  name of congregation  in  location . 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
The presiding minister introduces the Creed. 

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
A: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Address and Questions 
The presiding minister addresses those being welcomed. 

P: In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission 

of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and 

share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 

and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and 

peace in all the earth. 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism 

among God’s people in this place? 
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Those being welcomed respond. 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

The minister addresses the assembly. 

P: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life 

in Christ? 
A: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

Welcome 
Those being welcomed face the assembly. A representative of the congregation addresses the assembly. 

P: Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to this community of faith. 
A: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 

*Prayers of Intercession 
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for 

God’s presence. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships with those 

of other traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical message of your 

incarnation, and enable us to pursue your justice in the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a renewed 

sense of care for the wildlife in our communities (local preserves, parks, or sanctuaries may be 

named). Form us into faithful stewards of what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and fills the 

hungry with good things. Nurture in local governments and municipalities a desire to care for 

all who are overlooked and ignored. Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more daylight, 

remind us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the lonely and bereaved. 

Hold closely the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
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L: God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council and staff in 

discerning future ministry and open their hearts to the voices of the community. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: God our gatherer, we give you thanks for our new member, Edna, whom you have drawn 

to yourself by the love of Jesus Christ and whom we have welcomed into this household of 

faith. Keep us close together in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the prayers, and in 

service to others. Lord, in your mercy, 

A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In gratitude for 

those who have died especially Sheldon Corl and Jean Anderson, we praise you for your 

faithfulness throughout history. Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the 

name of Jesus Christ. 
A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

Meal 
Offering 

Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door 

to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 

entrance of the sanctuary. 
 

 
Musical Offering: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                    (Michael Burkhardt) 

 

Offertory: “People, Look East”  vs. 3                                   (ELW 248) 

 

 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you 

draw near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with 

this food that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

A: Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
* DIALOGUE 
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*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comfort your 

people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the 

day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 

our Salvation and our Hope, 

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 
 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 

you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 
 

At this end of the ages 

your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 

and to heal all the suffering world. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Until his glorious Advent, we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 

we await his coming again 

in righteousness and peace. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send your Spirit on us 

and on this bread and wine we share: 

strengthen our faith, increase our hope, 

and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  A: Amen 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table. 
 

*Lamb of God  
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A note on Communion Wafers 
To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerant to be able to eat the 

Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads and are 

known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of gluten. 

However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much gluten is in them. 

Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 15ppm gluten or less (The 

US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten free”). Use the QR Code and look for 

the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request. 
 

Communion  
L: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.   
 

Communion Hymn: “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming”           (ELW 272) 
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*Post-Communion Blessing  
L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in grace.  
A: Amen. 
 

*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 

 

 

 

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. 

We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering 

us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed 

the hungry in your name. A: Amen. 
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Sending 
*Sending of communion 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
 

*Charge to the People 
 

*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
 

*Sending hymn: “ Canticle of the Turning”                                     (ELW 723) 

 

 

 

 



21 

 

 

 

 
*Dismissal  
P: Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 
A: Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude: “Nous Allane Ma Mie”            (Raymond Haan) 
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Poinsettias decorating the sanctuary are given in honor or memory of 

the following: 

In memory of Ed and Helen Magnuson—by Karen Magnuson 

In memory of Herb and Grace Williams—by Roger Williams 

In honor of Marilyn Niemann—by Lloyd Niemann 

In memory of my husband Malcolm “Mac” Hummel—by Martha Hummel 

In honor of my mother Martha Hummel, and in memory of my dad Malcolm “Mac” Hummel 

—by Morgen Hummel 

In honor of our children and grandchildren—by Ann and Art Reede 

In memory of Diane and Ted Kemmerer—by Linda and Jeff Muthler 

In memory of Freda Muthler, and in honor of Fred Muthler—by Linda and Jeff Muthler 

In memory of our parents—by Delorse and Joe Homan 

In memory of Don and Helen “Libby” Johnson—by Paul Johnson 

In memory of Sheldon and Lois Corl—by Cinda Corl 

In memory of parents and grandparents—by Michelle and Whitney McMullen 

In honor of Whitney—by Michelle McMullen 

In memory of Paul and June Bird—by Eleanor Bird 

In memory of George and Grace Horn—by Edna McCauley 

In memory of my husband Bob Hemman—by Sandee Hemman 

In memory of our parents—by Debbie and Ronald Strouse 

In memory of my mother Claudia Tomkiel—by Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

In memory of Sally Kolesar—by Linda and Jeff Muthler 

In memory of Sally Kolesar and Eileen Butchkoski—by Linda and Ike Rosensteel 
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Daily Readings for the week 
 

Sunday, December 22     Thursday, December 26 

Micah 5:2-5a     2 Chronicles 24:17-24 

Luke 1:46b-55 (52)     Acts 6:1-7; 7:51-60 

Psalm 80:1-7 (7) {alternate}     Psalm 148 

Hebrews 10:5-10  

Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 

 

Monday, December 23    Friday, December 27 

Micah 4:6-8     Proverbs 8:32-36 

2 Peter 1:16-21     John 21:19b-24 

Luke 1:46b-55     Psalm 148 

     Genesis 1:1-15, 26-31  

     Psalm 116:12-19 (15) 1  

     John 1:1—2:2  

     John 21:20-25 

 

Tuesday, December 24    Saturday, December 28 

Isaiah 9:2-7      Isaiah 54:1-13 

Psalm 96 (11)      Revelation 21:1-7 

Titus 2:11-14     Psalm 148 

Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

  

Wednesday, December 25 

Isaiah 62:6-12 

Psalm 97 (11) 

Titus 3:4-7 

Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader...….……………………………………….Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister…………………………………….…….Lauren Tingle 

Organist.……………………………………………............. James Rearick 

Musician………………………………………………………..Morgen Hummel 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..…Delorse Homan 

Reader……………………………………………………………Jeff Muthler 
 
About St. Paul 

Purpose 
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 

 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for 

worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home.  
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From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright (c) 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
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Hymns reprinted and streamed under OneLicense Annual License, A-726322 for Aug 11, 2024 - Aug 10, 2025. The Scriptural Prones 

(introductions to the pericopes) are written by the Rev. Dr. Mark Oldenburg and used with permission. Words found in psalm taken 

from Seedbed.com, written by Tim and Julie Tennent. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for public worship with 

acknowledgement of the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge. 
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