
 

 

 

Comfort Christmas Service — WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
December 18, 2024



PRELUDE: “Pastorale” (from "The Messiah")             (arr. by Lani Smith) 

*OPENING DIALOGUE 

P: The Spirit and the church cry out: 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: All those who await his appearance pray: 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

*HYMN OF LIGHT — The King Shall Come    (ELW 260) 
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*THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT — John 1:1-5, 14 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.   

 

*HYMN — On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry                    (ELW 249; v. 1,4) 

 
 
PSALM (read responsively)  

R:  I lift up my eyes to the hills — from where will my help come? 
A: My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

R: He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
A: He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 

R: The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 
A: The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

R: The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
A: The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and  
     forevermore.   
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SILENCE FOR MEDITATION 

*HYMN — Comfort. Comfort, Now my People                                               (ELW 256)  

 
 

READING — JOHN 20: 24-29 
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to 

them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be 

with you." 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach 

out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 28Thomas answered 

him, "My Lord and my God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have 

seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 
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*HYMN — Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow        (ELW 327; v. 1-2) 

 



READING — ISAIAH 9: 2-7  
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 

of deep darkness — on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you 

have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult 

when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 

shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all 

the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned 

as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests 

upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless 

peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 

justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the 

LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

HYMN — O Come, O Come, Emmanuel    (ELW 257; v. 1-4) 
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READING — REVELATION 21: 1-7 
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "See, the home of God is among 

mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with 

them; 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and 

crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away." 5And the one 

who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." Also he said, 

"Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." 6Then he said to me, "It is done! I 

am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water 

as a gift from the spring of the water of life. 7Those who conquer will inherit these 

things, and I will be their God and they will be my children. 
 

HYMN — O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                   (ELW 257; v. 5,6,7) 

 
 

 



READING — MATTHEW 1: 18-25 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 

expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had 

resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet: 

 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," 

which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 

the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with 

her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 

HOMILY 
 

*PRAYER 
P: O God, maker of heaven and earth, you help us in times of distress and watch over 

us day and night. Hold us securely in your mercy, that is the midst of fear and danger 

we may depend on you, our sure deliverer, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.     
A: Amen. 

 



*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P: In the spirit of this season, let us now confidently ask God for all the things we need. 

For ourselves as we participate in the Christmas celebration; God, hear our prayer. 
A: And in your mercy answer. 
 

P: For our families and friends, that they may continue to help and support us; God, hear 

our prayer. 
A: And in your mercy answer. 
 

P: For the people we have loved who have died; For all the losses that we know, that all 

ay be redeemed by your Easter promise; God, hear our prayer. 
A: And in your mercy answer. 
 

P: For all our family and friends, that they may know love, peace, and happiness in you; 

God, hear our prayer.   
A: And in your mercy answer. 
 

P: For the peace proclaimed by the Christmas angels to come throughout the whole 

world: God, hear our prayer.      
 A: And in your mercy answer. 
 

P: O Lord our god, you see and know and feel the pain of the world. Look upon us when 

we feel alone, and enfold us with your love, that in the midst of pain we may know your 

presence; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
A: Amen. 

 

*THE PEACE 
 



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

OPENING DIALOGUE 
P: The Lord be with you.   A: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.    A: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. A: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
      It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to 

a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be 

drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn:    

 

SANCTUS — HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
        Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt. 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE — EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.     
      

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and 

truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for 

his coming.       
A: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take 

flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.       
A: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the 

Most High, one God, now and forever.       
A: Amen. 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 
AGNUS DEI — JUST AS I AM, WITHOUT ONE PLEA               (ELW 592) 
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COMMUNION HYMN — What Child Is This?     (ELW 296) 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

CANDLE LIGHTING — REMEMBRANCE RITUAL 
P: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness but will have the light of life.” We light these candles in remembrance of those 

whom we have loved and lost, in remembrance of relationships that have wilted, in 

thankfulness for the family and friends we still have, and in thankfulness for the gift of 

life that we receive in Jesus Christ, whose birth we celebrate. 
 

Light from the paschal candle will be distributed to the congregation by the pastor and 

ushers. To light your candle, tip the unlit candle to receive the light. NEVER TIP A LIT 

CANDLE. Once the light has been distributed to all, there will be a moment of silence 

after which we will sing Silent Night. 
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*HYMN — Silent Night       (ELW 281) 

 

At the conclusion of the hymn, the pastor will continue. 

P: Let us pray. Gracious and Loving God, we come to you broken and humble people. 

We mourn the loss of those who are precious to us, and struggle to continue in our 

lives without them. We mourn the loss of relationships, and struggle to find joy in this 

season of rejoicing. Be with us as we mourn these loses, especially those we now name, 

either silently or aloud…Hear our cries, O Lord, and listen, when w pray, trusting in your 

Son, Jesus our Savior and Lord. A: Amen. 
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*BLESSING 
P: Go into the world, comforted by God who loves, led by Christ the light of the world, 

and strengthened by the Holy Spirit who gives us the ability to love and serve.     

Almighty God  bless you — Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit.      A: Amen. 

*SENDING HYMN — Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  (ELW 254) 

 
 

Pastor Tomkiel will be available at the altar for private prayer and anointing of those 

who so desire it. Simply come forward to the Pastor. If someone is already with the 

Pastor, please wait to meet with him in the front pew. 

 

POSTLUDE: “Coventry Carol”                (arr. by Robert J. Hughes) 
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About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 

him. [Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– 

Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for worship this 

morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings who have and continue 

to care for this place – this land – and call it their home.  
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