
October Mission of the Month 
Tanzania Ministries 

Bega Kwa Bega is the phrase we use to describe our  
companion synod relationship with the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Tanzania. In English, the phrase means 
 ‘shoulder to shoulder’ and describes the way in which we  

accompany one another in a spirit of mutuality, inclusivity, and 
vulnerability. Through the work of this partnership and the leading of God’s Holy Spirit, we envision 

deeper faith and fuller life, accompanying one another as participants  
in God’s ongoing mission in both America and Tanzania.  

Our partnership supports the Illula congregation, secondary school students, medical school  

Quarterly Maintenance Workdays 

Beginning Saturday October 25th starting at 1pm,  

we will begin having quarterly Maintenance Workdays.  

Any volunteers that are available to join us are welcome.  

We will have supplies here that you can use. These days will be for  

routine maintenance, as well as deep cleaning, painting, yard work, etc.  

A full list of tasks will be available before the dates arrive.  

Contact Brita with any questions. 

NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 
Women’s Bible Study Tuesday, October 14  

Our study this fall is entitled: 
 “Money, Stewardship, and Generosity“  

by Rev. Christa von Zychlin. 
We will meet at FOC at 10am. 

 All FOC women and guests are welcome.  

Due to the parking lot resurfacing project, 

the October 7th Blood Drive has been 

moved to: 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

 16725 Highview Ave., Lakeville  

Art Show: Nature of Things 
Local Artist Kitty Soderberg has put over a dozen pieces of Art in our 

Fellowship space. Come and see her gift of art in October and  

November. All pieces have been donated to our Tanzania ministries 

and can be purchased for a suggested donation of $100.  

Contact the office if interested in purchase. 

Adult Ed  

“Why Church? Living Among God’s Faithful People”  

Join us Sundays after worship from 10:45-11:30 as we look at what it means to be a Christian 

through our Lutheran tradition.  Through the lens of our Baptism we will look at what it means to live 

among God’s faithful people as a community of faith.  

Confirmation Sunday 
 Join us on October 12

th
 as several of our youth  

Affirm their Baptism as they are confirmed during worship.   

Come support and encourage our youth and their continued journey in faith.  
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Tanzania Sunday 
Celebrate with us today as we learn more about Family of Christ’s  

Tanzania Ministries including:  

our Usokami Partnership, Secondary Student Scholarships, Medical  

Scholarships, Dignity for Daughters and Iringa Hope Microfinance 

We will also see memories of our trip to Tanzania last November.  

Envelopes for the Tanzania ministries are available on the  

Tanzania display table or from the ushers.  

Medical Scholarship  
The Tanzania Medical Scholarship team is spon-

soring Justice Bwisco who is in his 4
th
 year of 

      radiography training at Makerere University in 
Uganda and will return  to the Ilula Hospital  

after completion of his studies.   
 

To help support these medical scholarships, a 
craft sale will be held after church on TODAY!  

Stop by and purchase some of our unique, one-of-
a-kind craft items.  The Medical Scholarship team 

will also participate in other area craft fairs. 

Iringa Hope Micro-Finance Project 

In 2019 We began to partner with Iringa Hope, an organization that raises funds and administrates 

microfinance loans. Iringa Hope uses a unique model to  

deliver agricultural financing, marketing, and training to smallholder  farmers in Tanzania. The  

organization develops self-governed and self-sustaining member owned and operated cooperative 

societies that help to alleviate poverty and empower entrepreneurs. Microfinance loans are made to 

small businesses and farms with an average loan of $300. The repayment rate of the loans is 98% 

so our donations continue to be loaned out year after year.  

Secondary Student Scholarships 

Since 2004, Family of Christ members  

and friends have sponsored 415 Usokami  

secondary students.  Providing scholarship 

support for these students is a great  

investment toward a brighter future for them,  

their community, Tanzania, and Africa.  

FOC sponsored students will be attending  

Lutheran private schools. The 2026 FOC  

scholarship goal is again to raise $8400.  

The cost of room, board and education for an 

entire year is $615. Any size donation will help 

reach the $8400 financial goal. 

Scholarship donations are due by Oct 26 

Dignity for Daughters (DfD) 
Dignity for Daughters (DfD) mission is to achieve menstrual equity  

in Iringa, Tanzania.  Sustainability will be accomplished through  

reproductive health education and ensuring reusable menstrual  

product availability by establishing local sewing ventures. 

Only 1 in 5 girls in Iringa, Tanzania have access to formal  

menstrual health products, causing up to 5 missed days of school every 

month.  We are dedicated to providing girls and boys with a  

curriculum that is otherwise absent in secondary education in Iringa. 

Students are also equipped with reusable pads to help them manage 

their health with dignity and not miss valuable days of school. We aim to 

empower young people with the knowledge and resources they need to 

break the cycle of poverty and build a healthier, brighter future.  


