
Monday: God's Loving Discipline  

Reading: Hebrews 12:5-11, Daniel 4:34-37 

God's discipline of Nebuchadnezzar might seem harsh, but it ultimately led to the king's 
restoration and acknowledgment of God's sovereignty. The writer of Hebrews reminds us that 
God's discipline, while painful in the moment, produces righteousness and peace. Reflect on 
times in your life when God's correction felt difficult but led to growth.  

How has God's loving discipline shaped your character and deepened your faith? Today, if 
you're experiencing a challenging season, consider how God might be using it to draw you 
closer to Him.  

Pray for the wisdom to see His hand at work and the strength to persevere, knowing that His 
discipline is always rooted in love and aimed at our spiritual maturity. 

Tuesday: The Power of Humility  

Reading: James 4:6-10, 1 Peter 5:5-7 

Nebuchadnezzar's story dramatically illustrates how God opposes the proud but gives grace to 
the humble. James and Peter both emphasize this truth, urging believers to humble 
themselves before God. True humility isn't thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself 
less and of God more. It's recognizing our proper place in relation to our Creator.  

Today, practice humility by intentionally putting others first. Look for opportunities to serve 
without seeking recognition.  

In your prayer time, focus on praising God for who He is rather than asking for what you want. 
As you cultivate humility, watch how God's grace becomes more evident in your life. 

Wednesday: Proclaiming God's Goodness  

Reading: Psalm 66:16-20, Daniel 4:1-3 

After his restoration, Nebuchadnezzar's first act was to proclaim God's greatness to all peoples 
and nations. Similarly, the psalmist invites others to hear what God has done for him. When 
we experience God's grace, mercy, and restoration, we're called to share it with others. Reflect 
on your own testimony – how has God worked in your life? What "signs and wonders" has He 
done for you?  

Today, challenge yourself to share a part of your faith journey with someone else. It could be 
through a conversation, a social media post, or even a letter. By openly acknowledging God's 
work in our lives, we not only encourage others but also reinforce our own faith and gratitude. 
Let your life be a living testament to God's transformative power and unfailing love. 



Unshaken: Because He Reigns Use these days (Thursday - Saturday) to prepare for 
worship on Sunday, October 5. 

Study Guide: Daniel 5 

Theme: The handwriting on the wall — God humbles the proud and brings down kingdoms. 

 

Thursday: The King’s Arrogant Feast (vv. 1–12) 

Daniel 5:1–12 (ESV) ​
1 King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank wine in front of the 
thousand. 2 Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, commanded that the vessels of gold and of 
silver that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple in Jerusalem be brought, 
that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them. 3 Then they 
brought in the golden vessels that had been taken out of the temple, the house of God in 
Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. 4 They 
drank wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone.  

​
5 Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall of 
the king’s palace, opposite the lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it wrote. 6 Then the 
king’s color changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs gave way, and his knees 
knocked together. 7 The king called loudly to bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the 
astrologers. The king declared to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing and 
shows me its interpretation shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around his 
neck and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.” 8 Then all the king’s wise men came in, but 
they could not read the writing or make known to the king the interpretation. 9 Then King 
Belshazzar was greatly alarmed, and his color changed, and his lords were perplexed. 

​
10 The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banqueting hall, 
and the queen declared, “O king, live forever! Let not your thoughts alarm you or your color 
change. 11 There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods. In the days 
of your father, light and understanding and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods were found in 
him. And King Nebuchadnezzar, your father—your father the king—made him chief of the 
magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and astrologers, 12 because an excellent spirit, knowledge, 
and understanding to interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve problems were found in this 
Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will show the 
interpretation.” 

 

 



Historical Background: 

●​ Belshazzar was co-regent under his father Nabonidus, ruling Babylon while Nabonidus 
was away. 

●​ The feast was likely held while Persian forces were already surrounding the city. Using 
the sacred temple vessels was a deliberate act of defiance and mockery toward the God 
of Israel. 

●​ The sudden appearance of the writing hand was a direct act of God, showing that no 
human power or false god could stop His judgment. 

Discussion Questions: 

1.​ Why is it significant that Belshazzar used the temple vessels in his feast? What does this 
reveal about his heart toward God? 

2.​ How does pride often lead us to mock or trivialize what is holy? 
3.​ Where are we tempted to treat God’s gifts casually or irreverently? 

 

Friday: The King Confronted by God’s Word (vv. 13–29) 

Daniel 5:13–29 (ESV)​
13 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king answered and said to Daniel, “You 
are that Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, whom the king my father brought from Judah. 14 I 
have heard of you that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that light and understanding and 
excellent wisdom are found in you. 15 Now the wise men, the enchanters, have been brought 
in before me to read this writing and make known to me its interpretation, but they could not 
show the interpretation of the matter. 16 But I have heard that you can give interpretations 
and solve problems. Now if you can read the writing and make known to me its interpretation, 
you shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around your neck and shall be the 
third ruler in the kingdom.” 

​
17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, and give 
your rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the king and make known to 
him the interpretation. ​
18 O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father kingship and greatness and 
glory and majesty. 19 And because of the greatness that he gave him, all peoples, nations, 
and languages trembled and feared before him. Whom he would, he killed, and whom he 
would, he kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, and whom he would, he humbled. 20 But 
when his heart was lifted up and his spirit was hardened so that he dealt proudly, he was 
brought down from his kingly throne, and his glory was taken from him.  21 He was driven 
from among the children of mankind, and his mind was made like that of a beast, and his 
dwelling was with the wild donkeys. He was fed grass like an ox, and his body was wet with 
the dew of heaven, until he knew that the Most High God rules the kingdom of mankind and 
sets over it whom he will. 



​
22 And you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you knew all this, 23 
but you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven. And the vessels of his house have 
been brought in before you, and you and your lords, your wives, and your concubines have 
drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, 
wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is your breath, 
and whose are all your ways, you have not honored. 

​
24 “Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed. 25 And this is 
the writing that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN. 26 This is the interpretation 
of the matter: MENE, God has numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an end; 
27 TEKEL, you have been weighed in the balances and found wanting; 28 PERES, your 
kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” 

​
29 Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed with purple, a chain of gold 
was put around his neck, and a proclamation was made about him, that he should be the third 
ruler in the kingdom. 

Historical Background: 

●​ Daniel reminds Belshazzar of Nebuchadnezzar’s pride and humbling — a lesson 
Belshazzar “knew” but ignored. 

●​ The words MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN are Aramaic terms meaning numbered, weighed, 
divided. They signaled the end of Babylon’s reign. 

●​ Belshazzar’s attempt to reward Daniel shows his blindness — giving honors that were 
meaningless in light of God’s judgment that very night. 

Discussion Questions: 

1.​ Why does Daniel remind Belshazzar of Nebuchadnezzar’s story before interpreting the 
writing? 

2.​ Belshazzar “knew all this” (v. 22) but did not humble himself. Why is knowing about God 
not the same as trusting Him? 

3.​ What does the writing on the wall (numbered, weighed, divided) say about human 
kingdoms — and about our own lives before God? 

 

 

 

 



Saturday: The King’s Fall (vv. 30–31) 

Daniel 5:30–31 (ESV)​
30 That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed. 31 And Darius the Mede received 
the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. 

Historical Background: 

●​ Babylon fell to Cyrus the Great of Persia in 539 B.C. Historical sources say the Persians 
diverted the Euphrates River and marched into the city under the river gates. 

●​ The suddenness of the fall shows God’s judgment was swift and unstoppable. Babylon’s 
glory ended in one night. 

●​ Contrast: Nebuchadnezzar was humbled but restored; Belshazzar was judged and 
destroyed. 

Discussion Questions: 

1.​ What do we learn about God’s sovereignty from the sudden fall of Babylon? 
2.​ How does this chapter encourage us when earthly powers seem unshakable? 
3.​ How does Belshazzar’s end contrast with Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling and restoration? 
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