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Romans 10:5-13 (NLT) - 5 For Moses writes that the law’s way of making a person right with God requires obedi-
ence to all of its commands.6 But faith’s way of getting right with God says, “Don’t say in your heart, ‘Who will
go up to heaven?’ (to bring Christ down to earth). 7 And don’t say, ‘Who will go down to the place of the

dead?’ (to bring Christ back to life again).”

8 In fact, it says,
“The message is very close at hand,;
it is on your lips and in your heart.”

And that message is the very message about faith that we preach: 9 If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is by believing in your
heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved. 11 As the
Scriptures tell us, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be disgraced.” 12 Jew and Gentile are the same in this
respect. They have the same Lord, who gives generously to all who call on him. 13 For “Everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Salvation is a gift, not a reward.

Acts 1-19 (NLT) - In my first book | told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and teach 2 until
the day he was taken up to heaven after giving his chosen apostles further instructions through the Holy Spir-
it. 3 During the forty days after he suffered and died, he appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he
proved to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them about the Kingdom of God.

4 Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends
you the gift he promised, as | told you before. 5 John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

The Ascension of Jesus

6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel
and restore our kingdom?”

7 He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to
know. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my withesses, telling
people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

9 After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see

him. 10 As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among

them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken
from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!”

Matthias Replaces Judas

12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, a distance of half a mile. 13 When they
arrived, they went to the upstairs room of the house where they were staying.

Here are the names of those who were present: Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew,
Matthew, James (son of Alphaeus), Simon (the zealot), and Judas (son of James). 14 They all met together and
were constantly united in prayer, along with Mary the mother of Jesus, several other women, and the brothers
of Jesus.

15 During this time, when about 120 believers were together in one place, Peter stood up and addressed
them. 16 “Brothers,” he said, “the Scriptures had to be fulfilled concerning Judas, who guided those who arrest-
ed Jesus. This was predicted long ago by the Holy Spirit, speaking through King David. 17 Judas was one of us
and shared in the ministry with us.”

18 (Judas had bought a field with the money he received for his treachery. Falling headfirst there, his body split
open, spilling out all his intestines. 19 The news of his death spread to all the people of Jerusalem, and they
gave the place the Aramaic name Akeldama, which means “Field of Blood.”)

Study Guide

This last Sunday we spoke about how Salvation is a gift, not a reward. Take a moment to share your moment
of salvation when you first accepted that gift. If it was so long ago that you don’t remember the story, share
about an instance where you witnessed someone accepting this gift for the first time.



We do something, or we give something, and then we get something. It's so pervasive that we are immedi-
ately suspicious of things that are free, as often we discover that they demand something of us, that there
are conditions that make us give or do something to receive what is offered. But Zacheus hasn’t really done
anything. He hasn’t acted on his promise. He hasn’t proved himself. But he did do 2 things: he invited Je-
sus in, and he believed in Him and what he said.

How closely does you impression of our part in salvation match this? How does viewing salvation this way
change the way we approach the world around us?

Take some time to pray that God would give us His mind on how we come to Christ, that we might not block
the way to Jesus with anything that does not belong.



