UTHERAN CHURCH

SEPTEMBER 28, 2025
1 6™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Introduction

Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” visible to us, of whom we are
aware) is an essential component of good stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the
snare of wealth. It is the one whom death could not hold—who comes to us risen from the dead—who

can free us from the death grip of greed.



GATHERING

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING MUSIC GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY (ELW #705)
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God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
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2 Lo! The hosts of e - il round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - ry;
sail his ways! From the fears  that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; let the gift of your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo-rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo - ry ev - er- more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your Kking-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whomwe a - dore, serv - ing you whom we a - dore.

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932



INVOCATION/CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. Amen.
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us
and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to save
sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven!

Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry toGod in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God,

glo - ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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0 st st 9
A T I f i i f f T  — I I
R ===
M Lord Je - susChrist, on-1ly Son of the Fa - ther,
33—
Dz e B S :
7 | I M I | 1| 1 9§ ' '
a0 WA T T I Aﬁd_d_ii
ANAVA o = 1| I
Ly < -, ’ ! !
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the
N« [ —— ) | )
- | 1§ I I I 1 bt ! |
GRS L~ = g,
world: havemer-cy on us; you are seat - ed at the
“Qﬁ e s e e
B .  — &——1—1—1= =
o) | ! I I v I
right hand of the Fa - ther: re- ceive our  prayer.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your grace,
and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
WORD

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

READING

1 TIMOTHY 6:6-19

6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, 7 for we brought

nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, 8 but if we h
we will be content with these. 2 But those who want to be rich fall into te

ave food and clothing,
mptation and are

trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and
destruction. '°For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be
rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

1 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,

endurance, gentleness. 2 Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of t

he eternal life to which

you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many

witnesses. '3In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of

Christ Jesus, who in his

testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, | charge you '“to keep the
commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, > which

he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only So
kings and Lord of lords. ¢t is he alone who has immortality and dwells

vereign, the King of
in unapproachable light,

whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.

17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty or to set
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who richly provides us with

everything for our enjoyment. '8 They are to do good, to be rich in good
ready to share, 9thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good
so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

works, generous, and
foundation for the future,

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING LUKE 16:19-31
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] '°“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who
feasted sumptuously every day. 22 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with
sores, 2" who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs
would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be
with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was being
tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. ¢ He
called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in
water and cool my tongue, for | am in agony in these flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child,
remember that during your lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus in like manner
evil things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you
and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you
cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27 He said, ‘Then | beg you, father, to
send him to my father’s house 28 for | have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they
will not also come into this place of torment.’ 22 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the
prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the
dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 3" He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” ”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON VICAR LYNETTE MCSPADDEN




HYMN OF THE DAY THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IN EVERY AGE (ELW #729)
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church that longs to be a part - ner in Christ’s
fe - ver in our blood, and teach us how to
be - dience to our Lord; to care for all, with -
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her - i - tage and keep on ris - ing from the dead.
bread to eat, and nev - er live be - fore they die.
sac - ri - fice, and clothed in Christ’s hu - man - i1 - ty.
share our bread and feed  the starv - ing mul - ti - tude.
out re - serve, and spread his lib - er - at - ing word.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1698-1768
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH THE APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end with “God of grace” and the response will be “receive our prayer”

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE

MEAL

OFFERING
Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran
Church! In-person gifis may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical
Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code.

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS (ELW #733)
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I Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O God my Fa-ther; there is no
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har-vest, sun, moon, and
3 Par-don for sin and a peace that en - dur-eth, thine own dear
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pres-ence to  cheer and to guide; strength for  to - day and bright
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pas-sions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou for - ev - er wilt be.

man-i - fold wit-ness to thy great faith - ful - ness, mer-cy, and love.
hope for to - mor-row, bless-ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!

Refrain
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hand hath pro - vid - ed; great is thy faith-ful-ness, Lord, un-to me.



LET THE VINEYARDS
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.



HOLY HOLY HOLY
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JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the Table.
For the Lord Jesus is with us, and all are welcome!

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!
Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform the
communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.
You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by the
second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice is also available.
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing.




LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
COMMUNION SONG
“GOODNESS OF GOD”

Music and Lyrics: Bethel Music & Jenn Johnson
© 2018 Capitol CMG Paragon; Fellow Ships Music; So Essential Tunes; SHOUT! Music
Publishing Australia; Bethel Music Publishing Admin: Bethel Music Publishing, Capitol CMG
Publishing, Essential Music Publishing LLC, Hillsong Publishing, LLC

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION

SENDING

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you : wherever he may send you;
may he guide you through the wilderness : protect you through the storm;
may he bring you home rejoicing : at the wonders he has shown you;

may he bring you home rejoicing : once again into our doors.

In the name of the  Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit Amen.



SENDING SONG

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR (ELW #838)
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I Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a -  tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright  the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, ttu - ly I'd serve  thee,
Je - sus s fair - e, Je - sus 8 pur - er,
Je - sus shines  bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Ge.wmg(;m-h. Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.
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