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Good morning, Trinity Baptist Church, it is my pleasure to share with you a message on our sermon series on the
Gospel of Matthew. = —REHSWHETWIRN] - B LY | REXESAXDSZEIZILREHERIINER -
Today’s passage is from Matthew 5:38-42, titled as “Eye for Eye” in the NIV translation.
SHWAEXEBSAXERE 5:38-42 - HIEAR "DIRZAR" i@ ( PEARNA" wREL" ) -
We know that Jesus was talking about the Law because of the clues the author of Matthew gives us as readers.
BMNAMBEBATKICES  AASKESNEEARNMNEIZRE TEER -
Namely, we find several parallels and literary allusions to Exodus 20’s account of Moses’ giving of the Ten
Commandments. BIEANRINZ M FITEMN N FZHYSERMATROICEHE ( BiEKkic 20 F ) HEFR -
e Both stories happen after departing from Egypt, Jesus escaped Herod and Moses escaped Pharoah.
MMIEBREEBSHIER G Bk EFET  EARSEL -
e Both stories take place in a geographically elevated position, the Mount of Beatitudes in Jesus’ case and Mount
Sinai in Moses’ case. WEEKEEMIBSH ; BR8R7E/)\FBLL - ERAEARAR
e Both Jesus and Moses are speaking, not to individuals about their personal ethical conduct, but to the corporate
identity of God’s people. BSASEREHNFHIFTABEAL  MELFFENERSD -
e Lastly, in both cases Jesus and Moses are trying to establish a community or society governed by the God’s
kingship. E&fa - MABRNTEUBBENGUENEFEE T -
As we have just heard, both Jesus and Moses were essentially doing the same thing, setting the necessary boundaries
for God’s people to live faithfully under God’s kingship.
IEMMIA B - BBERSER AR _ EEHEMERNS AN FREEAEIN MR EEBTRIMNERR -
Both figures did this by establishing rules for how people might live in peace with one another and they did it by sitting
on a mountain to preach to the crowds below them.
MAEBIEIEMN EERMFEHA ; 1ER 2L E L EEWMUL RN -
A helpful example from my world might be the playground or classroom rules | set out for the children.
ERRIMEERERNBRAFR - oEEMERNE&FIIEIER R RIAsREMN) -
For instance, | might say, “if you play with a toy, you have to make sure to put it back where you found it” or “we need
to raise our hands before we talk” or “we don’t allow swearing or pushing”.
BIMEOIBER @ "I B ERA" - "KRSERBEEF" - "RILREESEREM A"
All these rules are necessary for everything to go smoothly and everyone to get along. If we allowed people to leave a
mess or talk over each other or attack each other, it would be utter chaos!
XLEHNBER—YIFRBRF - RAMIEBEL - BERDREELIER - BTSN BB E - WIFBAYEREELNEE !
You may also remember from the last two sermons that this passage comes from the Sermon on the Mount.
MEIFRICE - MATRRHEPBNXREZXXEHBEEUEI -
The Sermon on the Mount is where Jesus clarifies some of the commonly misinterpreted aspects of the Law in his day.
EUFVNER 7T EEREESN B EE W IRBEE S -
He had to make it clear that what he was doing was not to change or abolish the Law: “Do not think that | have come to
abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them” (Matt 5:17). fZRRRHERABE CFF
FERENERBZE . "FZ2LUNBREZREREMNSEHN - BRAZZERE  MEEXE" (K517) -
But Jesus’ intention was to help his readers to fulfill the Law to the fullest “For | tell you that unless your righteousness
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt
5:20). BESSRWABEZFEMITRERMREEE ¢ " HEFMERIN] - RO CEAM I SXEMERNBARN N - BABEFX
E" (X520) -
Jesus needed to clarify the original intention of the Law because it needed to be interpreted correctly.
B2 EMNZAEZNRAEE AN HEERIERES -



Like any other form of communication, it matters how a message is heard just as much as what was said.
MEMEENAEED - ESRNUEERSERAGEEFEE -
As the Apostle Paul would later say in 2 Corinthians 3:6, we need the spirit of the law, not just the letter of the law, to
find the righteousness that only comes through Jesus Christ.
FEFRZEREIMNZET 3:6 IS - RMNBENREABEMIENF LN - AES/ERBEITHSREEMRAX -
However, as we look closer, there are significant differences between Jesus’ and Moses’ giving of the Law.
MMM AEZN - BSRSEAMMREIFEEEES -
For one, Jesus is a different person and many people agree that he is greater than Moses.
H— HSREAENAY - B2 AR IN#ITBER -
Let me explain. Hebrews 3:1-6 says, BIrEM - FHEEKF 3:1-6 ic :
... Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest. He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as
Moses was faithful in all God’s house. Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder
of a house has greater honor than the house itself. For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of

everything. “Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,” bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in
the future. But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house.

...... BAIFMEIANAEE - RARSIMERER ; e kMHNRE - WEREAQSNERRE—# - ttbEAEFTEZHR
2 HEESEEENALLEEREER | AAREBNAARE - BRELYNZ® - BRI BENERRE -
ANRBURICHSIRIL ; BEEBFERN)LF  AEBEENZR - RTNERFRMEMANEENSZE - RITREMHNRT -
And John 1:17 “For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”
AEFEE 117 . "EEAAZEEEREN  BEMNEEHZHIKEETRKY - "
And lastly, Acts 13:38-39 &/F - 1 E1T1& 13:38-39 :
Therefore, my friends, | want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. Through
him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a justification you were not able to obtain under the law of
Moses. FRLAZESAT - MRITZHNE : BEENBERXAEFEMRININ - MIEEANEEIEAFIRXN—TIE L
— MEEXMNUEEREBFIRX 1 -
Jesus shows that his position is greater than Moses through the refrain, or repeated statement, “you have heard that it
was said...” verse 38, HR#REEIREN T "I DIAER......" (38T) - REABCKMISTER -
where he first quotes the Law provided by Moses, and then clarifies how it should be understood. It is followed by
Jesus saying, “But, | tell you...”

e 5| AEmMANEE - AMERZEANNOERE - BRESRES © "BREIFRMRI]...."

Here, scholars note that the phrase, “you have heard that it was said” shows that the mode of communication in the
original giving of the Law was indirect.

FENEL - "RMNIFNEER" RIBEIRVMGNXANZEFEEZRA

First from God to Moses on the top of Mount Sinai, then from Moses and the People of God after walking down the
mountain. BSEBAELFEARUNERER - BHEA FMUEES EFHNFR -

God’s holiness was such that nobody could approach the foot of the mountain without being stoned because it was so
holy. They needed a mediator such as Moses because they feared God.

AR EFNXE - NEEUMEBELELAS - B E2EAXENPTE - BAMNISR L -

So when Jesus said, “But, | tell you” he’s putting himself in the position of God by giving the Law to the people himself.
AL =H R “BERESIFMM]) N B XEmMAEANECE T LBt -

Indeed, this statement gives a glimpse of who Jesus is, that he, being God lowered himself to be a human being and not
only so, died for our sins.

EX . XOEERTEBROAR - tASHANEDHRERRNANED - AN - tERFANIWSEMIE -
Coming back to our analysis of this pattern we noticed “you have heard that it was said” followed by “but, | tell you”,
biblical scholars call this an antithesis.

EIEFEIVEERNEL "N HAER" ZRERE "BREFMN]) - REFEMZAIRIE -
Anti- being something that is against or in contrast and thesis being a statement, so Jesus is making a statement which
differs from what most people thought at the time, hence his clarification or re-interpretation of the Law.
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RIEHH "&" FBARRMNEXLE - 8" FTIRBRM - BICERERRI BRI S BT ARZSHANEEZAR - AmA 7t @#EHT
HE B E MR -
The specific one “eye for eye” is the fifth antithesis listed in a row. The previous ones were on the subjects of murder,
adultery, divorce and oaths. “DIRAR" BESZELIMMNERINRIE - ZAIANDHE RARA ~ IHE - KERRLE -
As we look at our passage, from Matthew 5:38 “Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth” we have to know two things about
this. BN EFADZXES 5:38 819 "DURAR - DIFAST" B - HITNFTCERF R

1. How was this verse being used incorrectly or improperly in Jesus’ day and

TEERERRIAS Y - XTI E N Z IR =Rl A e R ?

2. what was the original intention of how it was supposed to be understood when it was established in Moses’

time 1300 years before? 7 1300 FRIEEMIBII AN - EARZTRNZUIERZ ?
It’s not hard to imagine that during the times of Jesus, people were abusing this law to exact revenge on other people.
AXEES - HHESWRT - AMMNBPEEAXEERIREMA -
That is, they were using this idea of “eye for eye, tooth for tooth” as a way to get back at other people, to vent their
anger towards people they didn’t like by using the legal system to punish others.
MmEMIIE "DUERAER - UFRS" ZR21THREZSE - MRERARETIMIIAZSRAOA - AR
A good example of this mentality is found later in the New Testament letter of 1 Corinthians, where in Chapter 6 we
hear that the apostle Paul criticizes the Corinthian Christians for dragging each other to court with lawsuits.
WAL R BAEN I/ OSEERAILE  FRERZETIMNZEERIESE EEENITTR -
“For shame” Paul says to them, because Christians are supposed to resolve conflicts with one another through mutual
submission, humility and selfless love.
RLRERE "R - RAEBEARNBIRIIRR - #BALFERICE PR -
The Jewish leaders at that time were also using this law not to maintain justice, law and order, but to exact revenge
and settle personal vendettas.
SRR ATHEEERAXERE - ARNEFLAXNEHE - MEAREMBRIAARIR -
They were judgmental and legalistic, rather than judicial and law-abiding.
A IFRBHSEEEN - MIFRFEAFBESTIEER -
They took the consequences of the legal system and weaponized it to their own advantage, catching people working on
the Sabbath, associating with unclean people, dragging the adulteress to Jesus to see if he would let them stone her;
D EZR B RNEREFELUERA  THLZRAFGHE - SAEZARERE - ERMZEHEESRE TRt 25 &
VFHGSLET3EH -
and we all know about how the Jewish leaders used law to have Jesus crucified as a criminal.
RETEH - R EZH AR ISR /ESEIRE] E+5F2R -
However, if you go back to Exodus 21:24, our cited law is found in an even more ancient Babylonian text, Hammurabi’s
law code, which sought to prevent people from taking the law into their own hands. #AT - B2 KiC 21:24 - Fr5|
@A e E B ENBE N E— (NRHEEER) - EE5EIERARRTAMIE -
Rather, it put the dispute into the hands of the court so that a judge could impartially and wisely mediate between the
two parties ELE - BENUOREBAER AR - HIAE R IERAEMBEZRNT -
Even though the expression “eye for eye and tooth for tooth” seemed harsh, as it was supposed to be, it had the other
purpose of deterring potential criminals by putting fear into their hearts. It sought to make a statement that there are
consequences for actions. RE "DIRAR - DIFRAST" WFRABELS (X EREAR) - BEABES—F=HW 8
SERAMKRBREESEL  BEEEES—TMAWTANERR -
Just like if you got into a car accident in BC, there are consequences for driving badly like additional points on your
licence which will make your premiums go up and amounts for repairs which are paid out by ICBC. 1E#17E BC & &%
BRI - BREEENEIGRSRINOHSERE LRGSR - m4EZEANA ICBC & -
This is why | call this law from Exodus 21:24 the law of equal proportion because it sought to compensate people for
damages equal to its current value.

IEEIE - FOFHIR KIS 21:24 WEEAMANEEEN - CEERINNEMELSTREESERE -
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As we continue in our passage on “eye for eye, tooth for tooth” the verses 39 to 42 you might notice that it does not
immediately make sense how they relate to one another.

LSRN "DIRAER - DIFRSF" WEXE (39-42 715 ) - REFERINENEMULBASENEERIEK -
Let me list and summarize them, verse 39 turn your cheek if someone slaps you,

WA FIE—T 39T : BEATRWEK - ES—BHERMT ;

verse 40 give your shirt to someone who is suing you, 40 T3 : BASMR - EMXTRMTEE"

verse 41 if someone forces you to go one mile, go two,41 T3 : ¥HF A\SRA{RE—HEEE - {REtE_H ;

and verse 42 give to the one who asks. 42 75 : "BKIRE - FhLa1th"

However, if you look at these verses from the perspective of the law of equal proportion, “eye for eye and tooth for
tooth” this whole passage speaks to this idea of fairness and being fairly compensated for damages.  #A1 - BHM "L
IREAR - DIFRTF" SEENNABEE - BREXBEERAFRN - MENKEAERNMMS -

Verse 39 about turning your cheek if someone strikes you refers to the social credit one loses by being dishonored by a
slap. % 39 TRTEATRNK - ES—BTEBRMITHNAS - LXEEAREENILEEMERTSEE

In Jesus’ time, as it is today, being struck by someone’s hand was incredibly embarrassing and shameful.
HERRCA S H—1 - RAZEZEWRE WM F -

If you think about what the person loses, referring back to the law of equal proportion, they are losing face for being
dishonored by the other person. You might say they are owed an apology.

HZ2REEZRNKRBEZEEZMZNME - EERMALEMEREE - (RO]LOGZMIBERN FEIEBM -

Likewise, in verse 40 the other person would be entitled for a shirt if he was successful in suing you for a shirt, simple
enough. [E32 - 40 HRAMRN HAINEIFRRE—HKER - BTG —HKK - BEREE -

And in verse 41, because the land of Judea was considered a client kingdom of the Roman Empire, the military could
enlist regular inhabitants of the land to do various tasks of carrying, building, or housing soldiers. ZF 41 71 - BTt
RN AZIFENMER - EABANIEESMERNERE - @EIWSTESFHE -

Of course, this led to a lot of resentment among the people of the land as it reminded them of their occupation and
how unfair the whole situation was of being conquered by the Romans. X% - X5| & 7 ZitERMBIIAH - EAX
I EEE A MR - URE S BIERNEDNAANEE -

Indeed, the people of Judea had this obligation to the Romans as part of this political arrangement.

EXE MANEENZEAABAXNS - XZ2BUAZHN—&7 -

You might notice that Jesus' response is nothing short of remarkable because his commentary on the law of equal
proportion was not to merely state that people are owed what they deserve, whether it be honor, clothing, or service

to the Roman Empire. fRECVFEEE - HUERRI[EIR Z3F—ARAY - EAMN ZFEZNMIEH IENAGRB AR XK
Taf= TIEERE ~ KA ENZIFENYE -

And I'll add that getting what you are owed is still better than taking justice in your own hands and handing out
retributions disproportionately. X Z2#\FT 2 IR BB IRT 2 1), LTI BT8R IE X, A INAREEFIIRE -

Jesus’ response and commentary on the law of equal proportion, and this is in my own words, is to be the bigger
person by being more abundantly generous.

N EEEN (RBECWIE ) WEIN SR | IEFENBHIRHAETERZENA -

Let me explain, when it comes to losing face by being dishonored or offended, Jesus encourages his audience to not
resist the evil person in such a case, but to turn the other cheek. BEERE : YEEEZEHEILMAERKKE - ERERY)
WITARAZEEERZA - RMBESY S —AKM -

In a sense, Jesus is encouraging his audience to ‘take the hit’ by being the bigger person in humility and sacrificial love.
FEENX E - ERESRMITRCUREBRMHNE "EZITE" - AEARERA -

Alternatively, a weaker person and insecure person would not be able to do this because they would need to restore
their honor and take revenge. &7 » MB/FALELAMEIX = - BAMTNEZREEEFRE -

They feel that others owe them an apology when they are offended and hold the debt against them until they take
revenge. I TAAHKE LM ARBCS —1ME# - FERMNNGES=ZE - B2 MIHRE -
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Jesus invites his readers to be different by following two profound truths about his own generosity that he lived out on
earth. ERSRENFIT R B LR E N P& B ITURENEER N ETEC .

1. that God lowered himself to become a human being- Philippians 2:8 and

BEREECHUNARET (BEzEEH 2:8)
2. that God endured the shame of the cross for our salvation- Hebrews 12:2.
BARIRENRZ 7 +FROEME (FBEERSD 12:2)

Jesus preaches the backward kingdom values of God which challenges the all-too-human demand for what they are
owed, and invites us to be the stronger person who can be sacrificially and willingly be humiliated, and humbled.
HREH L FEEMB MMM ER R - ST AZRRKNESZYHNHE - BERIIEAERARPA - HEME HRE5E -
HIOEER -
Only when we are willing to let go of what we are owed will we then become a witness to who Jesus is and
demonstrate that very same sacrificial love he made on the cross.
WEABFNEF 2RO - BOIABEMABSREERNDIL - EEME+FR LM ERHCE -
The same principles apply to the next three verses where Jesus speaks about the examples of being sued, forced by
Roman soldiers to do stuff, and being asked to lend money.
BEMRN=_TEZEFERIE . BBERAEWERF EZ3-EME - ®KEBXER -
In the first case, if you have the strength of faith to trust that God will provide your daily needs, like Jesus’ example
about the ‘birds of the air’ not having a care in the world in Matthew 6:26-31, why not give your coat as well, not just
your shirt? Al - EMBARENEL - HEMNHENREAFRSE - ENSXEE 6:26-31 HRERFIS "X EW ¥E" X
WER - HMIRNEIMEEE - SIENEEKR?
God will provide, do not worry. But, if you think you do not have enough already, you feel desperate to keep what you
already have, and you worry if God will provide, of course you will demand for what is owed.
EHLHN - AR - BEREBINNEZ - AREINNFARENMER - HEN LFEESHN - BRAMRSEKED
PR NS -
Moreover, if you are insecure about your worth, like feeling easily offended when you are insulted or constantly feel
the need to be appreciated, people can easily take from you your self-esteem. R H - ZH RN ERNEHRZZER - tE
NRENBSSHEEMEDERKMAIND - M AEERSHTRHNES -
Especially if you depend on compliments, it can be a fragile way to live off of others’ opinions.
TEIRUEE M ARZEE - XFEEM AN PR S ERINGBES -
In the case of verse 41, you may think that carrying a soldier’s equipment for a mile may be beneath your dignity, let
alone two miles, it can cultivate deep seated resentment of being oppressed. % 41 FRHBI - RFFRBELTEE R
RRT-EREREE™  BEICRER  XuBESUEREERNRERIR -
You start thinking that those unkind words from the soldiers like you are a peasant or beneath him might be true in
your heart /RSB T EMIBLE "IRAIZDNKK" 31 "IRAMEK" FHZ81E - R0 EogEsE -
You may, like many Jewish people of Jesus’ day be so upset you want to join a resistance movement to overthrow the
Romans. SNF RSB HERN AT ZIMKAIE - BHRAD - EEEMARNEHEEZ E508 -
Rather, if you are secure and strong in your identity, nothing is beneath your dignity because your dignity is not so
easily threatened.
i  BRNEESNHBRELR  EAXRSEOUEARE™  BARNETASRESZEY -
A mature Christian might say that, “l am made in God’s image...God knew me as | was knit in my mother’s womb...l am
beloved as a son or daughter of the almighty God. HRHEERIFSXHFR | "REREWFE R WIS, .. SEHSE
PRENIMINRE.... REZESAEENILL -
My identity is in Christ and nobody, | mean nobody, can take that away from me because | know who | am regardless of
what others say.” Only from such a place of confidence and strength can we then offer to go the extra mile and be a
testament to who Jesus is. HNBMNEZEEEE - TA (ORBEOAN ) BEFEXSD - BRFRFMECZE - Tiefth ALl
iR - " WAUETEMELSNEDP  BIIFEEHEZE—EE - ARG IILE -
Lastly, looking at verses of 40 and 42 from the passage, do we truly trust that God not only provides for our daily needs,
but is abundantly generous as a heavenly father.



BE BEA0TTE42T - BNEREEERE LB ANENIKINSHMAE - (FAXRKESFATFZERY -
| think about Jesus’ rhetorical statement from Luke 11:11, “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give
him a snake instead?...[later Jesus answers with] how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him!”  FLAEZIFEMNES 11:11 B8RRI &IDE . "fRIJPEIERERN - EB/LFKE - RERIB L1
E ? ... [BEEEREREIZE] AR KR - S AEZEXRGLAKMAIALE 2
If this is how we trust God for our financial needs, it indeed gives confidence for me to be generous because | have a
Father in heaven who is even more generous.
ERMNLEEREOBERENVSZEE - XNBEELTREOEZEDRET - BERX ENORXEEE -
Of course, if you want my shirt, | can also give you my coat and if you need some money don’t worry about giving it
back with interest. 2 - AMREEHHNEI - HIEIMTERLEN ; ERFERE - ALBLBERTNEE -
But those who have the mentality that they do not have enough, never will have enough as the Parable of the Talents
demonstrates. B BLEQGFEREZ OSH - ZRKARB - IR A ZFEMWELEFTRR -
If my attitude is that God has not given me much, so | should do as little as possible, the servant in Matthew 25:24-25
said, &Hi8E "LBHHNAZ  RNREMIL" WESE - BXEE 25:24-25 Wb :
“Master,” he said, “l knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where
you have not scattered seed. So | was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what
belongs to you.”
"EW - FAER - RENEROA KRBT EWE - BBt S T EIUGE - KrER - ZIEIRN—
TIRFIERIEME - 15F - MAVRFEXE -
This is indeed a miserly attitude which says that | do not have enough to be generous, rather | should guard my
possessions like those who store grain in storehouses. XSLEEZEHLA - ENRBCXBEBHEAEBERRT

RMEERECEENAM  mHIEFECHEN -

What if | don’t have a shirt to wear when it's cold or what if my friend doesn’t return the money on time.
A—RELKOZE - IRNEBERNEERREGE ?

Indeed, it’s understandable if we think our finances are 100% under our own control, but only God knows when there
is a season of plenty or famine.

WA - BRNMA U ZTERIZEECHMSS - XENEoBERE ; BE EFHRINEFFSOUNENNR -

Friends, we should not be like this because we could be that person who provides the break someone really needs if
they lack clothes or need a loan.

RA&AT - FHAVANELE - BASBARANRASNSEFREN - BIOKRAKAIBEFHEENZHA -

We shouldn’t be part of this system of financial exploitation called usury, taking advantage of those in need to profit off
of interest. A ZSE5SHNRENEENESR - MAMAWRIEREZIFHE -

What then can we say about today’s passage from the Sermon on the Mount? What have we learned?

PBa - WTSHEUFINE - BOINBOAUEE? HMFS7HA?

Let us respond to others with the sacrificial and loving generosity of Christ when others are there to take your honor,
self-respect or money. Hftt AEEITERNE™ - BEI SN - IEFHNIUEEMHERNZH B EREIN -

For us Christians it is not good enough to demand our rights or even ask for what is fair in the eyes of the law.
WEMNEBEMNS - NEXREEBPHINNEZ LA FEFBIRLAR -

We are supposed to respond with generosity when others are being possessive of their rights. Indeed, from what we
have learned today, we can take heart when others demand of you these things.

SABETECNERN - FAOINZEBREIN - wA - SHEIEW - EERMIEEAE Xt ARZEK -

because we have a God who in Ephesians 3:20 says “...is able to do much more than we ask or think through His power
working in us.” Amen.

ABEMNBMU LT - RIFLFEFAH 320 £E . "MEREETERNIOENRERARZ BT —T] - B BANIFTKAAE
By o P



