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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
& FIRST SUNDAY OF LUKE
VENERABLE CHARITON THE CONFESSOR AND ABBOT OF

PALESTINE
PROPHET BARUCH; VENERABLE NEOPHYTOS AND AUXENTIOS OF CYPRUS
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN

Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief;
Thou didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And
didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ,
granting to the world the Great Mercy.
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APOLYTIKION OF ST. CHARITON THE CONFESSOR IN TONE
EIGHT

The barren wilderness thou didst make fertile with the streams of thy tears;
and by thy deep sighing thou hast given fruit through thy struggles a
hundred-fold. Accordingly, thou hast become a star for the universe,
sparkling with miracles. Therefore, O righteous Father Chariton, intercede
with Christ God to save our souls.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN

When, O Christ our God, Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, Thou
didst reveal Thy glory to Thy Disciples in proportion as they could bear it.
Let Thine everlasting light also enlighten us sinners, through the
intercessions of the Theotokos, O Thou Bestower of light, glory to Thee.
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ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the
Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have
sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry
unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou
who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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THE EPISTLE
The Lord will give strength to His people.

Bring unto the Lord, ye sons of God, bring unto the Lord glory and honor.
The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:1-10)
Brethren, since we are fellow workers, we entreat you also not to receive the
grace of God in vain. For He says, “At an acceptable season I hearkened
unto thee, and in a day of salvation I helped thee”; behold, now is “the
acceptable season”; behold, now is “the day of salvation™; giving no
occasion of stumbling in anything, that the ministry is not blamed, but in
everything commending ourselves, as ministers of God, in much patience, in
afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in
tumults, in labors, in wvigils, in fasts, in purity, in knowledge, in
longsuffering, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in love unfeigned, in the word
of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness on the right
hand and on the left, by glory and dishonor, by evil report and good report;
as deceivers, and yet true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and,
behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; as sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet

possessing all things.
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THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (5:1-11)
At that time, Jesus was standing by the lake of Gennesaret. And He saw two
boats by the lake; but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing
their nets. Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, Jesus asked
him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the people
from the boat. And when Jesus had finished speaking, He said to Simon,
“Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And Simon
answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at Thy word I
will let down the nets.” And when they had done this, they enclosed a great
shoal of fish; and as their nets were breaking, they beckoned to their partners
in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the
boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down
at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”
For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the catch of fish, which




they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were
partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid;
henceforth you will be catching men.” And when they had brought their
boats to land, they left everything and followed Him.
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HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION
OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good of
the parish council members, the building committee and the Ladies
Auxiliary and their families. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good
health of all the families in Gaza, Palestine, Syria, Lebanon and Ukraine and
all the countries has the unrest in the world. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Richard Godfrey for the good health of his wife Nancy and
her sister Norma on the occasion of their birthday (Sep 26) and the good
health of their children and the Godfrey, Sharkery and Bitar families. Many
Years!



OFEERED BY: Nickitas Panayoto for the good health of his wife Narimane
on the occasion of her birthday (Sep 26) and the good health of their children
Troy, Nino and the Panayoto family. Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Tatiana and Eli Hanani for the good health of their parents
Maher and Randa on the occasion of their wedding anniversary (Sept 24).
Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Najwa Saah on the occasion of her birthday (Sept 27) and
the good health of the Saah family. Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Edmon Aboujudom, David, Randa, Rajaie, Majdi, Samer
and their families in memory of beloved daughter and sister, Rima
Aboujudom Batshon and in memory of beloved wife and mother, Margaret
Aboujudom (19 Years Memorial). Memory Eternal!

OFFERED BY: Najwa Saah in memory of her beloved husband Samaan
Saah. Memory Eternal!
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COFFEE HOUR AND LUNCHEON

Offered By: The Parish Community
All proceeds go to support the Building Fund.
Thank you for your support!

(To host the Coffee Hour, please contact Wardeh Asfour @408-718-3339)
office@orthodoxredeemer.org
Online Link: https://holytransfiguration.breezechms.com/form/26¢422

Services Schedule Every Week
Matins @ 9:00 AM
Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 AM
Vespers: Every Saturday @ 5:00 PM
(Please check your email in case of any cancellations for VVespers)
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Fr. Theodor will be out of town.
Thank you to Dn. John Dibs for helping. Samer Youssef
at the service this Sunday

PARISH COUNCIL 2025
The Parish Council members’ of 2025. Chair President; Bassam Khoury,
Vice-Chair; Linda Salah, Treasurer; Dania Amireh Baker, Secretary; Maria
Segal, Jad Bateh, Sana Eideh, Johnny Khamis, Didi Kreitem, Maher Fasheh
and Rowida Barghouth. Sheila VVeizades will represent the Antiochian
Women Committee and Salem Aweiss will represent the Men Fellowship
Committee.

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN 2025
The Antiochian Women Committee Leaders of 2025. Wardeh Asfour,
Rowida Barghouth, Rima Gannage, Diana Khoury, Sheila VVeizades and
Hala Aboujudom (Sunshine).

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER YOUNG ADULTS
Young adults (college age and up to 39-1/2) meet on the first Sunday of the
month and organize social, educational, and volunteer activities. For more
information, please contact Fr. Theodor Sakellar @ 408-455-8145

SOYO (YOUTH GROUP 12-18 YEARS)
Our SOYO (Youth Group) is active through the leadership of the Advisors:
Dominic Youssef and Caesar Haddad. The officers are: President; Isabella
Zarzar, Vice-President; Riad Akery, Secretary; Adriana Ajlouni, Treasurer;
Breanna Zarzar, Social Media Coordinator; Eliana Halteh.

f2a* & SUNDAY SCHOOL CORNER

Sunday School Registration is now open. Please register your children
ASAP. Registration forms are available at the church hall or on church
Website: http://www.orthodoxredeemer.org/schoolregistration
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School Schedule:

Sunday school starts 9/14/25 and ends 5/17/26. Sunday school graduation
Ceremony will be on 5/17/26. Sunday school classes begin after communion
and ends at 12:30pm.

Teachers: Samuel Hage, Hussam Ibrahim, Dimitry Youssef, Heather
Simonovich, Randa Hanani and Jocelyn Mikhael. Caitlin Timothy and Alia
Nystrom as back-up/support.

Speak the Truth with Love
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

Much is said these days about “truth.” All people cling to their own truth, seeing it
from their own perspective, whether for personal benefit or the interests of their
group. Yet the Absolute Truth, God Himself, is often the most forgotten. Strangely,
people still appeal to Him to justify their cause, and to strengthen their battle to
obtain what they call their rights.

But in our faith, truth is not simply a law or custom—it is God Himself. The Lord said
in the Holy Gospel: “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John 14:6). He is both
the Truth and the Way to the Truth. To follow Him, to walk according to His
commandments, to love Him and to humble ourselves before Him — these allow His
presence to fill us, protecting us and those around us from error and falsehood.

The Lord also says: “If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples; and you
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32).

If you are a follower of Christ, you belong fully to the Truth — not partially, but
wholly. The presence of Christ within you purifies you from every stain and
falsehood. You cannot belong to Him and to someone else at the same time. Either
you open yourself entirely to the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth (John 14:17 and
15:26), or you remain divided and unstable.

How, then, can you remain faithful to Him while sin still finds a place in you?
Faithfulness lies in your sincere striving toward Him, in following His footsteps
wherever they lead, and in remaining conscious always to live in loyalty to Him. Yes,
you will face obstacles and temptations either from within yourself or from the



outside. Do not be afraid, although the devil never sleeps. “Like a roaring lion, he
prowls around looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Do not despair if you fall
once or many times. What matters most is that you rise quickly after each fall.
Faithfulness to the Lord does not mean you will never sin. Rather, it means that when
you do sin, you are ready to repent, to be corrected, and to continue walking toward
Him in truth.

The Lord has not left you alone in this struggle. He promised: “I will ask the
Father, and He will give you another Comforter to be with you forever, even the
Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees Him nor
knows Him. But you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you” (John
14:16-17). To stray from the truth, then, is to turn away from the Spirit of God
dwelling within you.

People may disagree endlessly about what they call “truth.” But too often they
forget that truth cannot be separated from love. If in your pursuit of truth you lose
love, you are no longer on the right path. At such moments, you must pause,
examine yourself carefully in the light of the Gospel, and repent.

In your search for truth, you may sometimes confuse what is actually the truth with
what only appears to be so. Your passions and lack of purity — whether as an
individual, a group, a worldly institution, or even a church in this fallen world —
play large roles in clouding your vision. Imagine, for example, the magnitude of
the deception when you are under pressure from your friends or those around you!
Reflect also on how dangerous it becomes when the truth to which you cling and
defend is shaped by competing interests, politics, and the struggles for influence
and power that dominate this world. To remain faithful, you must be willing to die
to yourself in order to live in truth, integrity, and loyalty to God.

Your spiritual confusion will provide you with many justifications, sometimes
disguised as logic, self-interest, craftiness, or wisdom. All of this pushes you to
walk by the standards of this world, protecting yourself and your reputation, and
supporting them with the spirit of the world — a spirit that is not yours if you are a
disciple of Christ. For the world does not place its priority on bearing witness to the
truth, but rather on cunning and compromise, which stand against the Gospel. The
lure of power and influence, and the love of possession can lead you to build a



seemingly logical structure for your ambitions, filling it with noble goals that
justify your actions — while in reality you are only covering up the evil within and
the harm of your behavior.

Do not forget the Gospel’s warning about wolves in sheep’s clothing (Matthew
7:15). You could be that wolf when you let evil lead you to seek your own desires
disguised as virtue, or poison in honey. Be watchful, lest you become a tool of the
evil one even while believing you are resisting him. Your distortion of truth is most
painful when you direct it against those closest to you. Remember what Christ said:
“Because I tell you the truth, you do not believe me” (John 8:45).

The Lord said: “A man’s enemies will be those of his own household” (Matthew
10:36). And the Arab poet reminds us: “The injustice of kin is the hardest to bear.”
Your suffering is also made heavier when people label you as belonging to one camp
or another, simply because the truth you spoke happened to align with their
position. This, too, is part of your cross, if you remain faithful to the Gospel and the
teachings of the Church. Expect your reward from the Lord alone. Many before you
stood against the entire world and paid a heavy price, yet it was the truth they
proclaimed that triumphed in the end.

What grieves the Lord is that some entrusted with His Church busy themselves with
things He never asked for, while His children hunger for the word of life and thirst
for the living water that could relieve their suffering. While God’s creation longs for
salvation, attention is instead directed to pursuits that have nothing to do with
salvation, and efforts are poured into superficial concerns that feed and heal no
one. Even more painful is that those who clearly understand their evangelical
mission and pastoral responsibility are forced to spend their energy correcting
distortions, rather than dedicating themselves fully to nurturing true righteousness
in the hearts of Christ’s beloved.

And so, you are called to remain steadfast in both truth and love. Speak the truth
as you see it, but always with love (Eph. 4:15). The moment you sense within
yourself the presence of anger, pride, or malice, remain silent and turn to the Lord
in humble prayer. Ask Him to place His word on your lips, so that you may
become a real witness to the Truth. As for false witnesses, leave them to the Lord
and to the judgment of history.
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ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER

LUNCHEON
FUNDRAISER

SHAWARMA PLATE
With Hummus & Salad

Sunday, September 28
after the Divine Liturgy

$10 Donation




