
 

From Pastor Denise  
October is looking to be a wonderful month of opportunities for 
service and learning! Ways to live out our TLC values of Generosity, 
Empowerment and Relationship.  

First, Learning – ways to be empowered to live out our faith in daily life: 

 I hope you will join me for the 6-week study on the ELCA’s 
Statement on Faith and Civic Life as we seek to faithfully negotiate the current world and how we can 
best live out our faith. Please sign-up so I can have a participant guide printed for you.  

 Our Book Read on October 11 is one I am really looking forward to. I find the book “What We Remember 
Will Be Saved” at once devastating because of the realities of war and violence people are fleeing and 
also inspiring because of the stories of what refugees bring with them in order to keep something of the 
lives they have lost. This will fit in well with what we learned on God’s Work Our Hands Sunday about 
Global Refuge’s work.  

 On Sunday October 26 following worship, I invite all families with younger children to join in a 
conversation about Holy Communion and welcoming your children to receive. We will meet in the 
Library/couch room.  

 Also on October 26 our three-year-olds, 3rd graders and confirmation students will receive their Bibles 
during worship.  

 

Second, Service – ways to practice generosity and build relationships of faith: 
 A new opportunity to help lead worship starts in October. The Worship and Music Team suggested 

inviting folks at worship to volunteer to help lead the Prayers each week. We will begin this the first 
Sunday of October. I will just ask for a couple people to join me up front and help lead prayers. No need 
to sign-up ahead of time. Just volunteer on the day and we will go from there.  

 Our Reading Buddies begin this month. Our relationship with Lakeview Elementary is making a 
difference in the lives of children and families in our community.  

 I’m so thankful for those who are now volunteering at All People’s food pantry. If anyone else wants to 
try it – let me know.  

 Our Lutheran World Relief quilts will be shipped off this month. Our quilters work diligently all year 
making quilts that go all over the world making a difference for people in poverty, fleeing war and 
violence or experiencing natural disasters.  

 Our Craft Fair is Oct. 18 with lots of opportunity to connect with our wider community. Sign-ups in the 
narthex and Sign-up Genius. A shout-out to Patty Rosek-Johnson for all her work organizing this event.  

 And of course our participation in the South Milwaukee Trick or Treat time on Oct. 25 from 5 p.m.-7 p.m., 
a time when we welcome a whole lot of people from the community. I especially like the fact that teens 
feel welcome when they are so often told they are too old for Trick or Treating. We will again offer candle 
lighting in memory of loved ones.  

 

I look forward to practicing generosity, empowerment and relationship building with you in the coming 
month.  
 

Peace be with you,  

Pastor Denise 
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From Our President 

Hello Trinity! 
  
As we embrace the autumn season and witness another transformation of nature, the month of October 
brings exciting opportunities at TLC as well as a significant commemoration in the life of our church—
Reformation Sunday. 
 
This year, I decided to do some research on Martin Luther.  It has certainly been interesting and insightful 
to learn more about him and his accomplishments from more than 500 years ago, which remain quite 
relevant in today’s world. 
  
Martin Luther, a German monk and theologian, became a pivotal figure in religious history when he nailed 
his Ninety-Five Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg on October 31, 1517. His theses were 
more than just a critique of certain church practices; they were a call to return to the heart of the Gospel—
salvation through faith alone, grace alone, and Scripture alone. 
  
Luther’s insistence on translating the Bible into the vernacular made the Word of God accessible to ordinary 
people for the first time, empowering them to engage with their faith in a personal and profound way. It is 
interesting to fast-forward to today and reflect on our own faith journeys and the ways in which we can 
reach the communities around us.  Like Luther, how can we find ways to share the story of God’s love in a 
way that resonates with others? 
  
And, no research would be complete without looking at some interesting facts about his life that may 
surprise you: 
 
Music as a Ministry: Luther was not only a theologian but also a musician. He composed hymns like "A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God," believing that music was a vital tool for worship and a way to teach doctrine. 
His love for music enriched Lutheran worship and has had a lasting impact on church liturgy.  (Ok, this factoid 
you probably already knew!) 
  
A Man of Humor: Despite the serious nature of his work, Luther had a keen sense of humor. He often 
employed wit and satire to critique his opponents and convey his theological points. This approach made 
his writings more relatable and persuasive to the common people. 
  
A Family Man: Luther married Katharina von Bora, a former nun, in 1525. Together, they had six children. 
Luther’s letters and reflections often reveal his deep affection for his family and the joy he found in their 
company. 
  
A Man of Deep Conviction: Luther’s bold stand at the Diet of Worms in 1521, where he famously declared, 
"Here I stand, I can do no other," exemplifies his unwavering commitment to his beliefs, even in the face of 
great personal risk. 
  
As we prepare to observe Reformation Sunday, let us be inspired by Martin Luther’s courage and 
dedication. Let us also celebrate the rich heritage of our Lutheran tradition and the vibrant community we 
share here at Trinity. 
  
May this season of reflection and renewal bring you peace and joy. 
  
In Christ’s love, 
 
Tammy 
 



 
 
 

In Our Thoughts And Prayers And Recently Hospitalized 
 

Denise Herr, Greg Buck, Bill House, Josh Hiett, Cindy Felicki, Paul Sevald, Russell Bruneau, Bruce Peacock, 
Kristi Jagler, Sarah Koers, Sandy House, Kerry Kirchoff 
 

 
Altar Flowers for October 
 

October 5 Cindy Felicki; ** 
October 12 **; ** 
October 19 Betty Opdahl; Darcy McDaniel 
October 26 Fred & Sharon Schraith; ** 

 
The bouquets are $20 each. Please sign up on Signup 
Genius tinyurl.com/TrinityFlowers or contact the 
church office. You can also sign up on the board 
outside the church office. (**) means nobody has 
signed up. You may pick up your flowers or call to 
arrange delivery. 

 
October 2025 Readings 

October 4/5, 2025 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost – Family First Worship-  Quilt Blessing 

Scripture: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Psalm 37:1-9; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10 

Additional reading: All of Habakkuk – it’s only 3 chapters; All of Psalm 37; Chapter 1 of 2 Timothy; 
All of Luke 17 

October 11/12, 2025 – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost   

Scripture: 2 Kings 5:1-16; Psalm 111; 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19 

Additional reading: All of 2 Kings 5; Chapter 2 of 2 Timothy; All of Luke 17 

October 18/19, 2025 – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Guest Preacher Rev. David Rebey from 
Breaking the Chains Church – Soul Purpose 

Scripture: Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 121; Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:40-42 

Additional reading: Genesis chapters 32 and 33; All of Romans 6; All of Matthew 10 

October 25/26, 2025 – Reformation Sunday – Choir – Bible Presentations 

Scripture: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 46; Romans 3:19-28; John 8:31-36 

Additional reading: All of Jeremiah 31; Romans 3:9-31; Related to the John passage: Genesis 21:9-
10; Deuteronomy 6:20-21, 15:12-15, 16:12, 24:17-22; Galatians 4:1-7; Hebrews 3:5-6;  
Romans 6:15-23 

 

about:blank


 
Civic Life and Faith Study 
A 6-week Study on Civic Life and Faith led by Pastor Denise will begin October 8, 2025 and be held on 
Wednesdays from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Trinity.  

At the 2025 Churchwide Assembly, the ELCA adopted a social statement on Faith and Civic Life. Join 
Pastor Denise for this 6-week study exploring this statement and what it might look like to engage in civic 
life as a Christian and as a Lutheran. The six sessions are: 

● Session 1: “How Is God’s Invitation to Discipleship Lived Out in a Democracy?” 
● Session 2: “How Do Christians Address Controversial Civic Issues?”   
● Session 3: “What Are Lutheran Views on Civic Life?”   
● Session 4: “What Are the Objectives of Democracy in the United States?   
● Session 5: “What's Faith-based Living Got to Do with Civic Life?”  
● Session 6: “How Do We Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord in Civic Life?” 

The sessions will be a combination of videos and conversation using the participant guides. Participant 
guides will be provided. Please sign up or let Pastor Denise know you will attend so that we can have a 
participant guide ready for you. 
 
 
Curiosity Walk with the Renewal Team 
 
Join the Renewal Team on Sunday, October 19, from 11:00 a.m. to approximately 12:30 p.m. for a 
Curiosity Walk in the neighborhood between Trinity Lutheran Church and Lakeview Elementary School 
(covering about 4-5 blocks one way). This event is a follow-up to the South Milwaukee map created by the 
congregation a few weeks ago. 
 
Lakeview Elementary School is significant to the Renewal Team because Trinity members already partner 
with the school by providing school supplies in August and participating in their Reading Buddy program 
throughout the school year. 
 
We will meet in the narthex at 11:00 a.m. to discuss our goals for the walk. Participants will then pair up to 
explore the area and will reconvene at the church around noon to share observations from the walk. If the 
weather is poor or you prefer not to walk, driving through the area is also an option. 
 
 
Trinity’s Fall Craft and Vendor Fair 
Submitted by Patty Rosek-Johnson 
 

Mark your calendars for Trinity’s 
Craft and Vendor Fair! On Saturday, 
October 18 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. new 
and returning crafters and vendors 
from around the area will be selling 
their wares in the classrooms and 
fellowship hall at Trinity. This is a 
great opportunity to engage with our 
neighbors and welcome them 
through our doors. Looking for a way 
to help? There are several. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054EABAE2BA2F94-58500035-civic#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054EABAE2BA2F94-58875438-curiosity


Bake sale – Word is out that Trinity puts on a great bake sale! Items especially in-demand are whole pies, 
quick breads/muffins, bars, and cookies. Bust out your favorite recipe and help make this year’s bake sale 
another success! 
 
Volunteers - Do you have an hour of time to give? There are slots for the welcome table (a seated 
position), bake sale, and food sale, as well as “floaters” to fill in where needed. Not available on October 
18? Additional help is needed to cut bars and price bake sale items during the day on Friday, October 17. 
 
If want to be part of this awesome community event, please scan the QR code, signup online Bake sale: 
https://tinyurl.com/2025TLCBakeSale 

Volunteer: https://tinyurl.com/2025TLCCraftFair or in the Narthex in the coming weeks.  

Thank you so much for your consideration! 

 

Milwaukee Calendars Benefit Trinity 

Do you love the drone photography of Aaron Johnson? Would 
you like to hang some of those photos in your home year-
round? This 2026 wall calendar will be available at the Craft & 
Vendor Fair and in the church office for $25. Purchase using 
the link below, or bring cash or check to the church office 
during office hours on Mondays/Thursdays. Shipping is 
available if you purchase using the link (an additional $10 
shipping and handling will be added to the cost), and indicate 
the mailing address. All proceeds benefit Trinity. Great 
Christmas gift idea! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trick or Treat Halloween Event 

On October 25 from 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. Trinity will again participate in South Milwaukee’s Trick or Treat time. 
Trinity has become known for our offering of candle lighting in memory of loved ones, for our treats and hot 
chocolate. People come and stay awhile and enjoy the feeling of community. It is a wonderful thing to be 
able to offer those who may feel left out in other situations. Join us as we hand out treats, offer hot 
chocolate and apple cider, offer candle lighting and take prayer requests. Dress up in your favorite 
Halloween costume and join the fun!  

We will need donations of small wrapped candy, hot chocolate (not packets), hot apple cider, hot cups, 
napkins and spoons. You can drop them off at the church office.  

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/2025TLCBakeSale
https://tinyurl.com/2025TLCCraftFair
https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/10452541


Fall Book Read 

With so much in the news about refugees, migration and immigration we 
will be reading “What We Remember Will Be Saved: A Story of Refugees 
and the Things They Carry.” Join us on Saturday, October 11, 2025 at 
9:30 a.m. at Castillo’s Family Restaurant (5656 S Packard Ave, Ste 21, 
Cudahy) for breakfast and discussion of this book. Here is the write up 
found on the jacket cover. There is one copy in the church library. It is 
available on Amazon and Barnes and Noble. 

Eggplant seeds, a lullaby in a vanishing language, an embroidered dress. 
When people flee their homes, the things they save speak of beauty and 
suffering and the indomitable human spirit. 

In an era of mass migration in which more than 100 million people are 
displaced comes this lyrical portrait of Syrian and Iraqi refugees and the 
belongings they carry. What We Remember Will Be Saved is a book of hope, 
home, and the stories we hold within us when everything else has been lost. 

Journalist and scholar Stephanie Saldaña, who lived in Syria before the 
war, sets out on a journey across nine countries to meet refugees and learn 
what they salvaged from the ruins when they escaped. Now, in the 

narratives of six extraordinary women and men, from Mt. Sinjar to Aleppo to Lesvos to Amsterdam, we 
discover that the little things matter a great deal. Saldaña introduces us to a woman who saved her city in 
a dress, a musician who saved his stories in songs, and a couple who rebuilt their destroyed pharmacy even 
as the city around them fell apart. Together they provide a window into a religiously diverse corner of the 
Middle East on the edge of unraveling, and the people keeping it alive with their stories. 

Born of years of friendship and reporting, What We Remember Will Be Saved is a breathtaking, elegiac 
odyssey into the heart of the largest refugee crisis in modern history. It reminds us that refugees are 
storytellers and speakers of vanishing languages, and of how much history can be distilled into a piece of 
fabric, or eggplant seeds. What we salvage tells our story. What we remember will be saved. 
 
 

 
Restaurant Meet Up 
 
October's Restaurant Meet Up will held on Friday, October 17 at 
4:30 p.m. for a Fish Fry. We will meet at Joe’s "K" Ranch (4840 
Whitnall Ave, Cudahy). 
If you are interested in carpooling, please let Cindy F. know. 
 
 
 
 
  
 

September Restaurant Meet Up at 

Organ Piper Pizza. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054EABAE2BA2F94-57642838-fall
https://www.amazon.com/What-We-Remember-Will-Saved/dp/1506484212/ref=sr_1_1?crid=271ZPXAMTCCMS&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.o5uL_spwGz_Xe2UnopWqW835Xf9e_eOkGUCHHDaGTx7mRgC-rD-PoOMJXsJVmhzaJVEKXpHG5-C-d2HV2Hd_xa94cl2lVGtixdJ4SlpwZa5KVpf7lBNyn6Ouj2kL9zm5Gzrev8RXA5EPpwgaAZyenOp7dkVaO4lOPr0ZiLd-6NHvRmNJOjeA4_cgmAj9BJU3Zyb1Chgnn3T394cfFqmJelveDZd5EHTYaJ5YzZTYjf8.hxEV8qfFyJmOqa9gdEYJmbQ8qEYTF69TC6wyr_MMQSI&dib_tag=se&keywords=what+we+remember+will+be+saved&qid=1753294205&sprefix=what+we+remember+will+be+saved%2Caps%2C609&sr=8-1
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/what-we-remember-will-be-saved-stephanie-salda-a/1143788586?ean=9781506484211
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054EABAE2BA2F94-50863854-restaurant#/


 



Youth and Family News 
Submitted by Ray Bergwin and Alyssa Olson 
 
Bible Presentations 
 

On Reformation Sunday, October 26, Trinity families will fulfill baptismal promises by placing Bibles in the 
hands of their children. Bibles are presented to three-year-olds, third graders, sixth graders, and all new 
students. We look forward to the congregation supporting these children in their faith journeys on this day 
and for years to come!  
 
TLCSM Fans 

It’s time for fall sports, music, theater, and more! Let’s practice being community 
by sharing and supporting each other in all we do. 

Simply check out the activity list at https://linktr.ee/tlcsmfans or scan the QR 
code, choose something that sounds fun, and show up!  

If you have an event or activity that you would like Trinity members to attend, send 
Alyssa (youthtlcsm@gmail.com) a note with the details and/or a link so we can add 
your event to our list. 
 

September Recap 
 

We had a wonderful start to our new school year, including a special Family First worship with Bishop 
Erickson. We welcomed new students and celebrated everyone starting a new grade. Preschool through 
second grade Sunday school students play through stories of God’s love from A to Z. Third through eighth 
graders wonder about the prophets and other stories related to the lectionary each week. Confirmation 
students began learning about the New Testament and are preparing to write our Christmas program!  
 
Thank you to all the grown-ups who bring kids to church and those who volunteer to make these ministries 
possible.  
 
Our last two cinnamon roll fundraisers have completely sold out! Thank you to everyone who supported our 
youth and education ministries by baking, selling, and purchasing our GIANT cinnamon rolls on September 
7. We couldn’t do it without you! Mark your calendars for our next sale, December 14 after our Christmas 
Program worship. 
 
Be sure to grab a new Trinity Faith and Fun brochure from the narthex to keep track of our fall and winter 
happenings. 
 
 
Highlights from the August 2025 Council Meeting 
 
The Trinity Church Council did not meet in September due to scheduling conflicts and no 
actionable items. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://linktr.ee/tlcsmfans


Financial Update for August 
Submitted by David Hahn  

 
August was a very difficult month, especially after a good report in July, therefore doubling our year-to-
date deficit.   

1. Net income was -$6,946; Year-To-Date net income is -$12,712. 
2. It could have been worse if it wasn't for a five weekend month.  
3. Compared to last year at this time, we are $8,000 down in operating gifting.  

Even with this tough news, we do want to thank Trinity for the gifting support you do provide to continue 
our ministries. But we also want to emphasize how important it is to keep your pledge support up to date, 
as you are able, as our expenses are about the same each month throughout the year. Reminder that our 
budget goal is to break even for the year, so that means we have 4 months left to recover from our 
$12,000 deficit.   

 

Project Uplift: Balance of $23,378; Income of $284. 

Impact Report:  

Endowment Fund Grants 

 $1,000 to Human Concerns for flood disaster relief  
 $47.49 for music ministry 

Thrivent 

 Choice Dollars: $500 to Human Concerns for flood disaster relief  
 Action Team Grants: Guest House  

Good Samaritan Fund: $1,000 to help a Trinity member in need       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Letter of Appreciation  
  



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 
STAFF 

 

Rev Denise M.H. Mbise 
Pastor 
262-930-8267 
tlcsmpastor@gmail.com 

 

Nicole Ferrell 
Communications & Office Manager 
officetlcsm@gmail.com 

 

Lisa Maxfield 
Music Director 
choirtlcsm@sbcglobal.net 

 

Kari Pink 
Pianist/Organist 
karijanderson@hotmail.com 

 

Karel Suchy 
Saturday Keyboardist 
karel@studio1259.biz  

Alyssa Olson 
Youth, Family & Education Director 
youthtlcsm@gmail.com 

COUNCIL OFFICERS 

 

Tammy Woodbury * 
Council President 
woodbury3131@gmail.com 

 

Jason Woodbury* 
Council Vice President 
woodburywfg@gmail.com 

 

Sharon Schraith* 
Council Secretary 
sharon.schraith@yahoo.com   

David Hahn 
Council Treasurer 
tlcsmtreasurer@gmail.com 
 

 

     MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS & COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Eileen Kelley* 
Caring/Outreach Ministry Team 
kelleyblackmon2@gmail.com   

Joanna Miller * 
Cross Generational Ministry Team 
joaronmiller@yahoo.com 

 

Mike Radtke 
Finance Ministry Team 
radtke22@hotmail.com  

Steve Mueller 
Property Ministry Team 
swm755@gmail.com 

 

Patty Rosek-Johnson 
Stewardship Ministry Team 
patty.rosekjohnson@gmail.com  

Shelby Brooks* 
Council Representative 
slbrooks112107@gmail.com 

* denotes Council member 

CHURCH TEAMS AND COMMITTEES 

 

Sandy Mueller 
Mutual Ministry Team 
drsandymueller@gmail.com  

Sarah Brooks 
Communications Team 
scbrooks5@gmail.com 

 

David Hahn 
Thrivent Member Group 
djhahn610@gmail.com  

Aron Miller 
Endowment Committee 
aronmiller0675@gmail.com 
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October 2025 TIDINGS 
For more information about our congregation, please visit our 
website at www.tlcsm.org. 
 

       
 
In person worship at 5:00 p.m. Saturday 
In person and livestream worship at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School 3-year-olds – 8th grade at 8:45 a.m. 

(Labor Day – Memorial Day) 
Church office Hours: Monday & Thursday 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Contact Us 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

2507 5th Avenue 

South Milwaukee, WI 53172 

 

414-762-6626 

tlcsmpastor@gmail.com 

officetlcsm@gmail.com 

www.tlcsm.org 

www.facebook.com/tlcsm 

 

 

http://www.tlcsm.org/

