
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 28, 2025 

 
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

34 E. Orange Street 
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993 

Web Site: memluth.org 
E-mail: office@memluth.org 

717-532-4614 

 
Welcoming all  

Reaching out in love 
Growing together in Christ 

Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name 

 
Reverend Godfred Effisah 

717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell) 
pastor@memluth.org 

Pastor’s office hours: Wednesday & Thursday: 9 am to 3 pm 

 
Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to 
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things 
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one  
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!   

 

 

https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#
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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for 
Worship, please silence your cell phone.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our 
gate,” visible to us, of whom we are aware) is an essential component 
of good stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the 
snare of wealth. It is the one whom death could not hold—who comes 
to us risen from the dead—who can free us from the death grip of 
greed. 
 

GATHERING 
 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  “Communion”                                                           - Dubois 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Please kneel or stand as you are able. 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our maker, our helper, and our 
keeper. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We 
trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We 
turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. 
Amen. 
 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found.  
 
In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 
 
Please remain standing or stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING HYMN  “God of Grace and God of Glory”          ELW 705  
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE                                                    READ RESPONSIVELY 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen, amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.   
O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled 
world. Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that 
comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 

WORD 
 
 

FIRST READING                                                         Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not 
for rejoicing but rather sorrow, because God’s people have forgotten 
how to share their wealth with the poor. The wealthy will be the first to 
go into exile when judgment comes. 
 
1a Woe to those who are at ease in Zion and for those who feel secure 
on Mount Samaria. 4 Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and lounge 
on their couches and eat lambs from the flock and calves from the stall, 
5
 who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp and like David improvise  
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on instruments of music, 6 who drink wine from bowls and anoint them-
selves with the finest oils but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 7 
Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the revelry of 
the loungers shall pass away. 
 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM Psalm 146                  READ RESPONSIVELY 
1 Hallelujah! 
  Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
3 Put not your trust in rulers, 
  in mortals in whom there is no help. 
4 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
  and in that day their thoughts perish.  
5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
  whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
  who keeps promises forever; 
7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who  
      hunger. 
  The Lord sets the captive free. 
8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those  
      who are bowed down; 
  the Lord loves the righteous. 
9 The Lord cares for the stranger; 
  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of  
      the wicked. 
10 The Lord shall reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  
 
 
SECOND READING                                                    1 Timothy 6:6-19  
Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of 
its implications for daily life. His priorities will be different from those of 
people who merely want to be rich. 
 
6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with content-
ment, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take noth-
ing out of it, 8 but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with 
these. 9 But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are 
trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people 
into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away  
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from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 11 But as for 
you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith; take 
hold of the eternal life to which you were called and for which you 
made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 In the 
presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who 
in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I 
charge you 14 to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the 
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will bring about at 
the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 16 It is he alone who has immortality and dwells 
in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to 
him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 17 As for those who in the 
present age are rich, command them not to be haughty or to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 They are to do good, 
to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 19 thus storing 
up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so 
that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 
 
 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. You know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by 
his poverty you might become rich. Alleluia. (2 Cor. 8:9) 
 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 16th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
GOSPEL                                                                   Luke 16:19-31 
Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich 
one is “sent away empty.” Jesus makes it clear that this ethic of 
merciful reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets. 
 

[Jesus said:] 19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and 
fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate 
lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to 
satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the 
dogs would come and lick his sores. 

22
 The poor man died and was  
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carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died 
and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was being tormented, he lifted 
up his eyes and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He 
called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to 
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony 
in these flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during 
your lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus in like manner 
evil things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 
Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so 
that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and 
no one can cross from there to us.’ 27 He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, 
to send him to my father’s house 28 for I have five brothers—that he 
may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of tor-
ment.’ 29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they 
should listen to them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone 
from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they 
do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced 
even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                         

 
SERMON   

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “The Church of Christ, in Every Age”     ELW 729 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and 
all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Risen Lord, ignite in our hearts a passion for prayer. Make our hearts 
yearn for your presence, helping us to seek you with all our being. In 
this Year of Prayer, teach us to pray with deep conviction, and never 
for shallow wishes, beliefs, or with a fleeting faith in you. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We give you praise, O God, for everything that is new and beautiful. 
We pray that you bestow wisdom, knowledge, and joy upon our                   
students. Strengthen our teachers with courage and endurance. We 
pray for a year filled with growth, protection, and God’s favor for our 
teachers and students. May your presence be felt in every classroom 
and hallway. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for the church, that it would remain faithful to the gospel, al-
ways striving to serve the needs of those who are oppressed and re-
jecting the complacency that comes from wealth. God of grace, re-
ceive our prayer. 
 
We pray for people in any need (especially). Give them your assurance 
and courage when the path forward is not clear. Liberate us from all 
that binds us, lift us up when we are bowed down, and show us your 
love. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We remember in thanksgiving the faithful departed. Inspire us by their 
example to love and serve our neighbors, and bring us to eternal life. 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our redeemer and friend.  
Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 
SENIOR CHOIR OFFERTORY  “Healer of Our Every Ill”   - M. Haugen                                
 
 
The Ushers will collect the offering. 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE   
     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                      ELW 884 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
 

MEAL 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have 
given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of  
riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we 
have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST  
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all  
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, that whoever              
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and accom-
plished our salvation. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat 
this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion 
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to 
come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we 
ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our 
praise and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless 
us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we 
and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with 
heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints. 
 

All glory and honor is yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD                                                                        page 191 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of 
mercy. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving  
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING   
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Let us pray together. 
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and                       
appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to 
share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who 
gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, + bless you now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”      ELW 712 
 
CHORAL BENEDICTION  “3 Fold Amen”                         Senior Choir 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
POSTLUDE  “A Pompous March”                                               - Young 
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