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Faith beyond Measure

Matters of faith are sometimes tricky to comprehend. Faith is a relationship of trust in God. But
how do we measure it? It is, by definition, unquantifiable. Of course, that does not stop us from
trying. We want to grade our faith, and we look on the outside for signs of a high faith score.

How often do we mistake material success for God’s blessing? It is tempting to look at other
people and think they must be more faithful than we are because they have or do more than we
do. But there is a flaw in that logic. Quite often, looks can be deceiving. We have all suffered
disappointment a time or two (or ten!). Life sometimes deals us more than we can handle. We
could have faith the size of a bowling ball, but sometimes things just don’t work out.

Jesus’ understanding of faith seems different from his disciples’ or our own. He teaches the
apostles that even the tiniest amount of faith possesses transformative power capable of altering
entire realities. The “size” of faith is irrelevant.

God gives every one of us a seed of faith. It is a gift freely given, nurtured through baptism and
communion. We build confidence in that faith through worship, prayer, and community. While
we struggle to measure our faith, we can increase our confidence and willingness to act on it.
When that confidence is low, we can lean on those around us. When it is high, we can strive to
build up others, encouraging them in their own relationship with God.

God is calling all of us to be willing and confident servants, sending us out into the world to act
on our faith. Like a giant, wild bush that grows from the tiniest seed, our faith can grow, spread,
and thrive beyond measure.
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