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Remember our  
Mission: 

 

“The Mission of FLC  
 

is    

To share God’s Love 
by Engaging,  

Inspiring and   

 Renewing.” 

 

First Lutheran Staff: 
 

Pastor Zach Harris 
 Interim Pastor 
Lynea Geinert 

Deacon 
Randi Jangula 

Financial  
Admin 

Beckie Youngs 
Office Manager 

Meriel Lora 
Music and Worship  

Coordinator 
Carmen Delaney 
Director of Music 

Evan Lewis 
Facilities Manager 

Zach Myhrer 
Sound Tech 

Hailey Smith 
Church School  

Coordinator 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events  
 

Saturday, October 4 
9:30 WELCA Fall Cluster - Wildrose 

1 pm Blessing of the Animals - Parking Lot 
 
 

Sunday, October 12 
Legos with Pastor Zach following Service 

 

 
Friday, October 24 

Education Wing/Youth Room  
Ribbon Cutting  Time 4pm  

 
 

Sunday, October 26 
Presentation of Third Grade Bibles 

 
 
 

Sunday, November 23 
Turkey Bingo 

 
October Is Clergy Appreciation Month!  
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All Saints: I See Dead People  
 

 There is an interesting phrase I once heard at a conference I attended:  “Tradition is Peer Pressure from Dead 
People.”  This pronouncement brought forth laughter from the crowd and contextually was spoken with a bit of derision in its 
tone.  However, of the 9 hours I spent this particular day, this phrase was the only thing  I wrote down.   

 
On the one hand, I could laugh along with everyone else as a Pastor who has all too often had to deal with “Tradition” 

in the form of that oft quoted church phrase, “We’ve NEVER done it THAT way!”  (Translation for non-church folk: “We’ve 
ALWAYS done it THIS way!”) I believe that was the context in which this phrase was intended.  

 
It reminded me of how many grand traditions have been kept and cherished out of some false sacrosanct feeling of obli-

gation to the actions of ancestors.  Take for example the old beach cottage our family still visits that my grandfather built in 
1933.  It was only in the past decade or so that we added A/C in the form of window units because we never had those before.  
Open windows had been endured for most of my life because “that’s the way the cottage was designed.”  Finally, someone in 
the family decided on one of those 105-degree July days that if my grandfather had had the option of A/C, he would have proba-
bly loved it!  The open window WAS the A/C of his day!  And what many times gets taken for tradition today was simple ne-
cessity in the past.  And my guess is that if some of those dead people could talk, they would heartily agree that the newer ver-
sion is much preferred.  

 
For all you who are church folk, you can probably fill a whole book with the list of things like this that the past 2000 

years have found written in stone that were never intended to be canonized.  From wordings in bulletins, to buildings and parts 
of buildings, to anything with some kind of brass plaque on it, there is someone out there who will put so much stock in church 
stuff that was just utilitarian that they forget the actual canon of the Gospel and Scriptures that the Faith is based on! 

 
But what caused a sly smile on my face as that phrase was spoken was my twist on the intention of how that phrase was 

to be taken.  Especially as the end of this month culminates in Reformation Sunday directly followed by All Saints Sunday when 
we remember all those who have died in the faith, hear that phrase again: “Tradition is the Peer Pressure of Dead People.”  Hear 
that first word not spoken, but sung by the voice of Tevye from “Fiddler on the Roof.”  Tradition in that voice is something to 
be cherished even when it may make life harder rather than easier.  The peer pressure of tradition that I feel is a sense that was 
taught to me by my parents first and foremost.  Truth, honesty, equality, compassion, empathy, and many other characteristics 
that I try (and many times fail) to emulate were the very traditions that were taught from my earliest memories. 

 
There are school teachers whose wisdom whispers in my ears as I move through life as if they were speaking over my 

shoulder, though I know they have not walked the earth for years.  Friends and parishioners whose funerals I presided over still 
offer guidance to me.  And not only my mother and father, but aunts and uncles and grandparents still speak to me in simple 
things: from how we hold a paint brush, to how we treat everyone with respect, to how we realize that whatever we face today 
that seems impossible is overshadowed by what God can do with just a mustard seed of faith!  It is the tradition of what our 
family stands for passed from one generation to another.  And to quote from the classic movie, “The Sixth Sense,” yes, I see 
dead people.  And there is a sense of peer pressure from that great cloud of witnesses. 

 
I wish I had a great churchy way to turn that phrase into a positive.  To tell you that the peer pressure comes from one 

who tells us to love God and others more than self (and not to hate).  That the one whispering over my shoulder says not to wor-
ry about what we eat, drink, or wear and just to look at how the Father takes care of those birds in the trees.  That the Church is 
not just a building; God’s children come in every shape, size, color, and packaging you can imagine; and Hope, Love, and Truth 
are not abstracts, but a person named Jesus.  

  
Yeah, I wish I could use that image.  But that Tradition is modeled not by dead people, but by someone who is very much alive.  
And, of course, the most important Tradition is to share the promise that just as He is alive, so too will be all those others I’ve 
mentioned, as well as you and me and all God’s children!  So, along with all the wonderful progress the past three years have 
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brought forth here at First Lutheran, we are reminded by Martin Luther and those Reformation reformers of the faith as well 
as ALL the Saints who laid the foundation for each of us personally, that our current progress and our current faith stands on 
the shoulders of so many who came before us.  No matter what new vistas God may be leading us toward, we should never 
lose sight of the tradition, the basis of what has been passed on to us, which ultimately reminds us to always act in the ways 
that Jesus would. 
 
Living Under His Grace, 
Pastor Zach 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Just sign up for which kit you want to assemble and get ready for a time of Lego inspired fun.  Even if you aren’t 
into the building of the Legos, you might want to come for the Fellowship and fun. For the uninitiated, you might 
be surprised what you can learn about God and the Church, so look out!  

 

October 4th   
Service for Blessing of the Animals 
The first Saturday in October is the Feast of Saint Francis.  It has therefore been a 
traditional time to bless some of the most constant members of our families.  Those 
pets who seem to be precious right along with the rest of our family deserve a bit of 
recognition.  Since St. Francis is the patron saint of animals, this is the day we will 
gather outside for a short service to bless all our furry (and maybe even slithering) 
little friends.  From dogs and cats to hermit crabs, if they are your special pet, you are 
invited to bring them at 1 pm for a special blessing.  After all God created all living 
things, not just us humans! 
 

To continue that theme, we will have a showing of the full-length movie, “Super 
Pets.”  Time and details are still to be determined, but look for the opportunity to ex-
plore the   heroic actions of our animal friends along with a bit of Gospel message and 
fun! 

 

HALLOWEEN LEGOS EVENT: OCTOBER 12TH 
IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 
As we have seen, there are several lessons we can learn about the Church 
using Legos.  For October, we have a Halloween inspired theme set for Oc-
tober 12th.  We have a whole new set of Lego kits to choose from that have 
been on display since Rally Day and can be seen Sundays outside the Pas-
tor’s Office.  Old and young alike are invite to participate!  

 

 
The Gospel Choir Group is holding practice again. All 

are welcome.  
Contact Carmen Delaney at 

 (701) 609-1483 for more information. 
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As part of a national organization the First Lutheran BeFrienders receive a monthly 
quote with reflection questions. Given what is happening in our world these days I thought the September install-
ment was fitting.  

“Every time you smile, offer a helping hand, lend your shoulder for someone to lean on, or give your love freely, 
you are touching a fellow human being who in turn will touch another, and so it goes. The ripple effect of kindheart-

ed love is changing the world.” 
Author Unknown 

Reflection Question 1: During your interactions this week, who might benefit from your smile? 

Now just imagine you are walking down the street, and someone walks by and smiles, maybe even goes so far as to 
say, “Good morning” or “Have a good day.” I dare to imagine this will brighten your day. And then you pass that on 
to someone else and so on and so on. How much better would our world become in a very short time? 

Reflection Question 2: Call a friend or family member that may be experiencing a challenging time and extend 
kindhearted listening.  

We all go through challenging times in our lives. It is important to reach out to someone experiencing a tough time 
to let them know you are there to listen. Just listening without judgement, or without trying to fix them, or without 
arguing your own point is so valuable and is something everyone can do. Somone once said we have been born with 
two ears and only one mouth. This may just mean we are to listen without thinking we have to correct or change the 
other person. 

Reflection Question 3: How can you contribute to the ripple effect of kindhearted love in an ongoing and intention-
al way? 

There are so many ways we can contribute to the ripple effect and, guess what, it doesn’t have to cost a penny. Just 
a few are: 

Smile at someone you see on the street whether you know them or not. 
Call a friend or family member and let them know you are there to listen. 
Send a text or email of encouragement or simply to say, “I am thinking of you.” 
Pray for those you encounter as you go about your day. 

The list could go on and on. 

I challenge anyone reading this to think about something simple they can do to brighten someone’s day. If we all do 
this, we can change the world. 

Deacon Lynea 
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RALLY SUNDAY 2025
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RALLY SUNDAY 2025
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Thank You! 
  Thank you everyone that put so 
much time  into making  Rally 
Sunday happen. We had a great 
turn out, wonderful food and I 
do believe everyone had a fun 
time.  

   Lynea 

RALLY SUNDAY 2025
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2025–2026 “Youth And Children” 
 

Special Events  
 

October 12th - Halloween Legos  
        26th - 3rd Grade Bibles  
November 23rd - Turkey Bingo  
December 14th - Christmas Program  
       14th - Gingerbread Houses  
January 7th - Family Event  
February 18th - Family Event  
March 18th - Family Event  
         29th - Palm Sunday  
April 2nd - First Communion  
          8th - Family Event  
          26th - Last Day of Sunday School  
          29th - Last Day of Wednesday School  
May 3rd - Confirmation  
          10th - Muffins with Mom/Someone Special  
June 21st - Donuts with Dad/Someone Special  
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FLC  
Sunday/Wednesday 

School Calendar 
2025 - 2026 
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STEWARDSHIP 

    YTD ContribuƟons 2025 

2025               9/30/25           9/22/25 
 Budget           YTD Budget     YTD Actual      
$620,000     $465,000   $441,575 

WORSHIP & ATTENDANCE         
                Sunday                 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

LIVESTREAM 
 

You can sit in the    
   Director’s Chair! We 
are looking for more 

people to run the 
 Sunday Morning 

Livestream.  
Contact the  

church office 
 @ 572-6363 or join us 

upstairs during  
the service.  

SUNDAY  
MORNING  

VOLUNTEERS 
 

Please  
prayerfully consider 

signing up to help with   
Sunday services:  
greeters, ushers,

communion 
 servers, readers, and 

 coffee hour!!  
Call the office to sign 

up!!! 

Sept    07    074 

Sept 14    170 

Sept 21    085 

On behalf of Our Saviors and Trinity Lutheran Churches, I would like to extend great gratitude and appreciation 
from our small rural churches on the occasions that we have not been able to accommodate a large crowd for the 
purpose of giving love and support to a grieving family in our church; in the form of a funeral. This is an essen-
tial form of pastoral care.  
 

The professional behavior extended to us during these occasions have also been much appreciated; from the 
greeting of your pastor, welcoming us,  to your Office Manager’s assistance , to the super job of your musician 
and the person operating the sound system, to the great servants in the kitchen and fellowship hall offering great 
tasting food.  
Thank you also for the professional job of anyone that I may have missed. Our 50 year relationship is much ap-
preciated. Thank you again and again. 

Sincerely,  

Cindy Gardner 

Synod Authorized Minister for our Saviors and Trinity Lutheran Churches 

COUNTRY CORNER
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Tithe.ly  
Tithe.ly is our online donaƟon processor when giving through our 

Facebook page, Livestream, and Website. If you are set up with a 

username and password through Vanco, they will not work with 

Tithe.ly. 

Stewardship 
 
 

It’s all about gratitude. 
It’s all about giving back’ 

It’s all about God. 
 

Direct – Cash or check donation into 
the plate, always welcome! 

 
Online – Make a donation on our 

website: 
www.flcwilliston.com 

 
Text to Donate –Make a 

donation via Text message. 
Simply text the word 

“Give” to:  833-934-3039 
Click on the link in the response and 
follow the prompts to complete your 

donation! 
Tithe.ly Church App – Search 
“Tithe.ly Church App”(the Blue one, 
not the green icon) in your phone 
App Store or Google Play. Simply 
download and find First Lutheran 
Church, Williston ND 

Click on the Give button 
 

First Lutheran Church, 
916 Main Street, Williston, ND 

58801 
 

Thank you for your generous  
support! 

        email addresses for FLC 
Pastor Zach: Zachariah Harris:  
pastorzachfirstlutheran@gmail.com 
Randi Jangula: office@flcwilliston.com 
Lynea Geinert: LGeinert@flcwilliston.com 
Meriel Lora: meriel@flcwilliston.com 
Evan Lewis: evan@flcwilliston.com 
Carmen Delaney: edelaney@flcwilliston.com  
Travis Feiring: twfeiring@gmail.com 
Beckie Youngs: Rebecca@flcwilliston.com 
Hailey Smith: haileyb2555@gmail.com 
Zach Myhrer: zach.myhrer@gmail.com 

      PRAYER & VISITATION REQUESTS 
 

Please contact the office staff or Pastor with any of your  
prayer requests or if you would like  

a visit from the Pastoral staff!!   
Those listed on the Weekly BulleƟng    Prayer list will remain 

there for a period of four (4) weeks unless a request is received 
to be removed earlier.   

RADIO MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU! 
First Lutheran Church has broadcast 
thousands of radio services to touch 
travelers, sports fans and parents, 
Sunday laborers, and shut-ins with 
song and Gods Word. We may be   

touching other people’s lives without knowing it.  
 

The cost of one broadcast sponsorship is $150. 
 

COMMUNITY 
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RADIO/MEDIA  
 

Geraldine “Gerry” Tonsfeldt 
     Sandra Horab & Danny Saint 
 
                  Eleanor Olson 
                   Jeanne Olson 
 

JoAnn Olson       
Jeanne Olson 

 
 

Doris Lindvig 
Jon and Janet Erlandson 

Gene and Tamara Johnson 
Richard and Janet Tangedahl 

Greg and Kay Anderson 
Maxine B. Nelson 
Marilyn Sandaker 

Jeanne Olson 
Diane Hagen 

Lyla Semenko 
Mary Kalil 

Gayle Arnon 
Lowell and Carol Jean Sandvik 

Ron and Liz Lund 
Russ and Cathy Walsh 

Dale and Mary Kasowski 
Kathleen Sinclair 

Jan and Kim Bergman 
Jody Fixen 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

GOOD SAM FUND 
 

Jeff Olson 
Mary Ann Gaudreau 

 
Doris Lindvig 

Mary Ann Gaudreau 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Doris Lindvig 
Diane Hagen 

 
UNDESIGNATED 

 
Doris Lindvig 
Mabel Colebank 

Jon and Kathy Ekblad 
Mabel Colebank 
Pauline Everson 

Don and Kathy Loomer 
Maxine Nelson 
Bev Conway 

Allen and Lavina Domagala 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
 

Sharon Brevik Benda 
Nancy Hoffelt 

MEMORIALS 

 

 

 
"Truth is mightier than eloquence; the spirit stronger than genius;  

faith greater than learning." 
—Martin Luther  
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The Sounds of Worship 
 

Have you ever paused to listen — really listen — to the world around you? 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises!” (Psalm 98:4, ESV) 

The hum of morning birdsong. The laughter of children. The comforting voice of a friend. Even the quiet mo-
ments of stillness. These aren’t just background noise — they’re invitations to worship. 

God designed a world that sings. Worship isn’t limited to Sunday mornings or formal songs; it’s woven into 
the everyday moments that tune our hearts to Him. And when we pause to truly hear it, we are drawn into 
praise, right where we are. 

What sound lifts your heart toward God today? Take a moment to listen. Let it remind you of His love and 
nearness. 

 

 

 

 

CAN YOU 
HELP? 

The Lutefisk Committee 
Needs empty ice cream  
containers with lids  

 
The containers may be left 

on the counter in the kitchen.  

We love our volunteers—and we’re inviting new ones 
to jump in this fall! If you enjoy  helping with kids, 
Sunday School and Wednesday School is the place for 
you to serve. 
 
Question? Does this mean I need to be available every week? 
No! We are looking for volunteers to sign up for a month at a time. 
Teaching Teams of two are encouraged to sign up. 

Question? Why Teaching Teams of two?  Schedules, change, kids get sick. Teams of two provides a built-in sub-
stitute when you need to be available.  
How many Teaching Teams are Needed?  
Four teams are needed for Sundays and two for teams for Wednesday School. 
Do I have to sign up as a Team of two? NO! We encourage individuals who wish to volunteer to sign up also. We 
will help match you with another individual.  
    
 

How Do I sign up?  
Contact Hailey Smith via email haileyb2555@gmail.com or text 701-770-6299 or sign up at the receptionist 

desk located outside the sanctuary.  
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Wednesday,  October 1 
2:00 pm Weekly WELCA  
Bible Study - Parlor 
6 Wed School Meal  
6:30Wed School /Confirmation 
Thursday, October 2 
10:00 Coffee Group - P 
12 Noon Men in Mission - P 
1:30 pm Pray, Knit, Chat - P 
3:30 - 5:30 pm Quilting for Kids - QR 
6:30 pm Cub Scouts - YR 
Friday, October 3 
Saturday, October 4 
9:30 WELCA Fall Cluster - Wildrose 
1 pm Blessing of the Animals - Parking Lot 
Sunday, October 5 
9:30 am  Worship Service-S 
9:45 Sunday School following Children’s Sermon 
10:30 am Coffee Hour-FH  
Monday, October 6 
8:00 am Pastors/Lay  
Preachers text study 
11 am WELCA Board Mtg - Parlor 
1-3 pm Quilting for adults - FH 
Tuesday, October 7 
7:00 am Men’s Bible Study  
Gramma Sharon’s 
5 PM Executive Committee - P 
6:30 Personnel Committee - P 
Wednesday, October 8 
1 pm Golden Estates 
2:00 pm Weekly WELCA Bible Study - P  
6 pm Wed Church Meal 
6:30 Wed School/Confirmation 
WELCA - Relief Kit Packing Project w/Youth  
Thursday , October 9 
10: am Coffee Group - P 
11 am WELCA Pack personal care & baby kits. - P 
1:30 Pray, Knit, Chat - P 
2:00 pm Weekly WELCA Bible Study - P 
3:30 - 5:30 pm Quilting for Kids - QR 
6:30 pm Cub Scouts - YR 
Friday - October 10 -  
Saturday, October 11 
Sunday, October 12 
Noisy Offering  
9:30 am  Worship Service - S 
10:30 am Coffee Hour-FH  
Legos with Pastor Zach following Service 
Monday, October 13 
8:00 am Pastors/Lay  
Preachers text study 
9:30 am Hope Circle - P 
3:30 to 5:30 pm Kids Quilting Class QR 
6 pm Youth Committee - P 
7 pm Property Committee - MR 
Tuesday, October 14 
7:00 am Men’s Bible Study  
Gramma Sharon’s 
Wednesday, 15 
9:30 am Faith Circle - P 
No Wednesday School 
  

 
Thursday, October 16 
10:00 Coffee Group - P 
11:00 am Finance Committee - P 
12 noon Trust Committee - P 
1:30 pm Pray, Knit, Chat - P 
3:30 - 5:30 pm Quilting for Kids - QR 
6:30 pm Cub Scouts - YR 
Friday, October 17 
Saturday, October 18 
10 am Hope Circle - P 
Sunday, October 19 
9:30 am  Worship Service-S 
NO Sunday School  
10:30 am Coffee Hour-FH  
Monday, October 20 
8:00 am Pastors/Lay  
Preachers text study 
1 pm Arbor House 
1-3 pm Quilting for adults - FH   
Tuesday October 21 
7:00 am Men’s Bible Study  
Gramma Sharon’s 
Wednesday, October 22 
2:00 pm Weekly WELCA Bible Study - P 
6 pm Wed School Meal 
6:30 Wed.School/Confirmation 
Thursday, October 23 
10:30 Coffee Group - P 
1:30 pm Pray, Knit, Chat - P 
3:30 - 5:30 pm Quilting for Kids - QR 
6:30 pm Cub Scouts - YR 
Friday, October 24 
Education Wing/Youth Room  
Ribbon Cutting  Time 4pm  
Saturday, October 25 
Sunday, October 26  
Reformation Sunday 
9:30 am  Worship Service-S 
Presentation of Third Grade Bibles 
9:45 am Sunday School  
10:30 am Coffee Hour-FH  
Monday, October 27 
8:00 am Pastors/Lay  
Preachers text study 
1 pm Arbor House 
1-3 pm Quilting for adults - QR  
3:30 - 5:30 PM Quilting for Kids - QR 
Tuesday, October 28 
7:00 am Men’s Bible Study  
Gramma Sharon’s 
 Wednesday, October 29 
2:00 pm Weekly WELCA Bible Study - P 
6 pm Wed School Meal 
6:30 Wed/ School/Confirmation 
Thursday, October 30 
10:30 Coffee Group - P 
1:30 pm Pray, Knit, Chat - P 
3:30 - 5:30 pm Quilting for Kids - QR 
6:30 pm Cub Scouts - YR 
Friday, October 31 
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   FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  916 Main, Williston, ND  58801-5398 
  Phone:  701-572-6363 
  flcwilliston.com 
 
 
 

  RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
             

 
 
 
 

 

NON-PROFIT 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
WILLISTON, ND 

58801 
PERMIT #107 

 
FIRST LUTHERAN RADIO SPONSORSHIP  

I/we support the Radio Broadcast of First Lutheran’s worship service on 660 KEYZ Radio  
If you have questions please call 701-572-6363.  

____ $150 for one Sunday - Date Requested: ________________ 
                                                (PLEASE CALL TO VERIFY DATE IS AVAILABLE) 
 
Name(s)______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________________  
 
Optional: In Honor/Memory (circle one) of: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______I/We give permission to have my/our name(s) printed in the bulletin and/or in the worship  
announcements as sponsors of that Sunday’s radio broadcast.                

 
2025 




