“People of Christ
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Difference”

16th Sunday
after Pentecost

September 28, 2025
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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side.

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex.
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side.

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by
the stairwell.

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape
Sunday School classroom. Any usher will be glad to direct you.

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.
Ushers are also available to assist you.
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If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code. Here’s how it works:
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and
share whatever information you desire. Thank you! Hope to see you again soon!

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “Siciliano” John Stanley
(We Stand)

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts
through faith.

Amen




GATHERING HYMN “God of Grace and God of Glory* ELW 705
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you always.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,




THE SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

(We Sit)
(11:00) WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS
FIRST READING Amos 6:1a, 4-7
'2Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria,
“Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their couches, and eat lambs from the
flock, and calves from the stall; *who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, and like David
improvise on instruments of music; ®who drink wine from bowls, and anoint themselves with the
finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! "Therefore they shall now be the first to
go into exile, and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 146
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The LORD gives jus-tice, the LORD gives jus-tice to those who are op - pressed.

'Hal- ! lelujah!
Praise the Lorb, | O my soul!
2| will praise the LoORD as long ! as I live;
| will sing praises to my God while | I have my being.
®Put not your ! trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there ! is no help.
‘“When they breathe their last, they re- I'turn to earth,
and in that day ! their thoughts perish. R
®Happy are they who have the God of Jacob ! for their help,
whose hope is in the | LoRD their God;
Swho made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that ! is in them;
who keeps promis- l es forever;
"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to  those who hunger.
The LoRD sets the ! captive free.
®The LorDp opens the eyes of the blind; the LoRb lifts up those who I are bowed down;
the LoRbD! loves the righteous.
°The Loro cares ! for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way ! of the wicked.
'®The Lorb shall ! reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! R
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SECOND READING 1 Timothy 6:6-19

®0f course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; “for we brought nothing into
the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8put if we have food and clothing, we will be content
with these. But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. '°For the love of money is a root of
all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and
pierced themselves with many pains. "'But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. "Fight the good fight of the faith; take
hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the
presence of many witnesses. °In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ
Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, | charge you "to keep
the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, "Swhich he
will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and
Lord of lords. "It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one
has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. "As for those who in the
present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of
riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. ®*They are to do
good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, "“thus storing up for themselves the
treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(We Stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 16:19-31

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 16th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] "®There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. ?°And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, ?'who
longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and
lick his sores. “The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich
man also died and was buried. °In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. %He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me,
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for | am in agony in these
flames.” *>But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good
things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony.
“Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want
to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ He said, ‘Then,
father, | beg you to send him to my father's house—%for | have five brothers—that he may warn
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them, so that they will not also come into this g)lace of torment.” 2Abraham replied, “They have Moses
and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ %He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to
them from the dead, they will repent.’ 3'He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(We Sit)

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Ralph
SERMON Pastor Ralph
(We Stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY "The Church of Christ, in Every Age” ELW 729
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living

and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
(We Sit)
OFFERING

God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.

You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through
the Givelify app. If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.

(8:30) VOLUNTARY
(11:00) ANTHEM

“Lento”
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

Cesar Franck
Hal H. Hopson

Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace;

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love!

Here | raise my Ebenezer, hither by Thy help I’'m come;
And | hope, by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed His precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor daily, daily I'm constrained to be!
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart, my heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it; Prone to leave the God | love.
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it; Take and seal it for Thy courts above.

(We Stand)
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THE PREFACE
THE SANCTUS
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

(We Sit)
9



THE AGNUS DEI
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to
remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Music “Prelude in E flat” Benedetto Marcello

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack.

Communion Hymn “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” LBW 429
(We Stand)

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you this
day and forevermore.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” ELW 545
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I Lord, dis - miss us with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;
2 Thankswe give and ad - o - ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful sound.
3 Sav - ior, when your love shall call us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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let us each, your love pos - sess-ing, ftri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.

Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  your truth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in end-less day.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “The Rejoicing from Fireworks Music” George F. Handel
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of our Douglas and
Roberts families by Fred and Cynthia Douglas.

SERVING TODAY:

Ushers: (8:30) Reuben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Ron Redd, Steve Fowler, Jim Nantz,
and Daryl Hooker;

(11:00) Otis Rawl, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, Myra Strock, Manning Burgess,

Roy Windham, and George Mathias

Cantor: Shawn Lackey

Greeters: (8:30) Amy Shell; (11:00) Christie Addy

Readers: (8:30) Van Skipper; (11:00) Jenny Carter

Communion Assistants: (8:30) Jane Kennedy; (11:00) Bill Cegelis

Order of St. Stephen’s: (8:30) [A] Ethan Kean [C] Connor Fink;

(11:00) [A] Stone Lewis [C] Audrey Lewis

The Church Staff Website: www.sslc.org
The Rev. Jason T. Antley The Rev. Ralph G. Hill

Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life ~ Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist  Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus

Sunday School Information:

Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes
Nursery — Room #105 Agape Adult Class
Room #102 (Closest to Narthex)
2—4 year olds & 5K — Room #103 Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR
Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room)
[ 15"—5" Grade — Room # 216 Women Digging Deeper
Parlor
6"—8™ Grade — Room #212 For those not attending a Sunday School
class but waiting on a child to get out of
one, feel free to sit in the Social Hall!
9"—12" Grade — Room #217 If you are interested in beginning a new
Sunday School class please contact
Mrs. Shannon.

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she
can add you to the distribution list.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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