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[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Text: Leviticus 23:1-2 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 2 Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: Concerning the feasts of the Lord that you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, these are My appointed feasts.
Introduction: God has woven His redemptive story into a divine calendar—a weekly feast that is symbolic of the seven annually appointed feasts each one a prophetic milestone in the journey from slavery to glory. As we trace these celebrations, we discover a weekly feast, three spring feasts and one summer feast that were fulfilled in Christ’s first coming and three fall feasts anticipating His return. Each festival is a “mo’ed,” a sacred meeting place where heaven and earth intersect in worship, remembrance, and prophetic promise.

We begin with the weekly Sabbath, that is symbolic of Eden’s rest; move through three spring feasts fulfilled in Christ’s death, burial, resurrection, and at Pentecost with the outpouring of the Spirit; and then on to three autumn feasts that herald His return, final judgment, and eternal dwelling. Together they form a seamless picture of redemption, mission, and ultimate restoration. As we explore each appointed time, we will uncover its historical setting, see how Jesus Christ embodies its promise, and discover His rhythms—rest, repentance, hope, and celebration—that shape our daily walk with Him.

I. Foundations of the Feast Calendar
1. Leviticus 23:1-2 opens with “these are My appointed feast” which establishes these days as holy.
A. Feast: moed (mo-ade') an appointment, a festival, a year, an assembly for a definite purpose, the congregation, a place of meeting, a signal.
B. These “Moeds” are often referred to in the Bible as “Appointed Times/Meeting Place/Prophetic Moments.”
C. Each “moed” points to a prophetic redemptive moment that Christ will fulfill at these appointed times.
2. Romans 14:1-6 Welcome him who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of arguing over opinions. 2 For one has faith to eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables. 3 Do not let him who eats despise him who does not eat, and do not let him who does not eat judge him who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 Who are you to judge another man’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for God is able to make him stand. 5 One man judges one day above another; another judges every day alike. Let each one be fully persuaded in his own mind. 6 He who observes the day observes it for the Lord, and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and the one who does not eat, in honor of the Lord he does not eat, and gives thanks to God. 
3. Colossians 2:16-17 Therefore let no one judge you regarding food, or drink, or in respect of a holy day or new moon or sabbath days. 17 These are shadows of things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.
A. The weekly Sabbath and the 7 Feasts are shadows that invite us to look beyond the ritual observance and towards Christ.
B. While today as Christians we are not commanded to observed the Sabbath or the 7 Feast days it is good for us to understand the significance of them as they all point to Christ and the Plan of Redemption. 
4. Seven Redemptive Milestones – Creation/Rest → Passover/Liberty→ Unleavened Bread/Sanctification → Firstfruits/Resurrection → Pentecost/Empowerment → Trumpets/Announcement → Atonement/Cleansing → Tabernacles/Dwelling
5. Sequence and Mission – Festivals model the chronology and purpose of Christ’s work—from His Death on the Cross for us to the Final Judgement with a new heavens and new earth and us living with Him for eternity.

Weekly Feast
II. The Sabbath Day (Shabbat)
1. Leviticus 23:3 For six days work shall be done, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of complete rest, a holy convocation. You shall do no work. It is the Sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings.
2. Historical Context
A. While technically not one of the 7 annual Feast Days of the Lord He chose to place it directly before them. The Sabbath is the foundation for the 7 Festivals therefore it precedes them.
B. The weekly Sabbath was established by God on the 7th day of creation as a day of rest.
C. The Sabbath is a 24-hour period that begins on Friday night at sundown until sundown on Saturday. (The Jewish day begins at sundown instead of midnight.)
D. The Sabbath provided a day of physical rest and spiritual renewal. 
1) It is a day of worship and going to church and hearing the Word of God being taught and discussed.
2) The Sabbath served a day of remembrance of how the Lord delivered them from Egypt and bondage where they had no rest. This was to remind them that God is not only the Creator but He is our Deliverer.
3) The Sabbath functions as a sign of God’s relationship with His family and wanting to fellowship with them.
4) It is understood that this is a shadow of the ultimate rest that is found in Jesus Christ who offers us freedom from sin and His Eternal Life.
3. Genesis 2:2-3 On the seventh day God completed His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it He had rested from all His work which He had created and made.
A. Historical Rhythm - Six days of work; on the seventh, God rested and sanctified it.
B. 2 Peter 3:8 But, beloved, do not be ignorant of this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
C. A picture of this – it was 4,000 years (4 days) from Adam to Jesus Christ; it has been 2,000 years (2 days) from Christ until now one part of which makes the Lord’s return imminent and after the 7 years of “Great Tribulation” on the earth the Lord will return for the Millennial Reign the earth, 1,000 years (1 day) the devil will be thrown into the bottomless pit, and the earth and the people will have a day (1,000 years) of rest. 
D. Rest is inherently linked to divine Blessing, not just an end of labor.
E. Keeping the Sabbath is #4 of the 10 Commandments given to Isreal at Mount Sinai.
F. Inclusive rest for every member of the household and every creature.
4. Christ’s Fulfillment 
A. Hebrews 4:9-10 Therefore a rest remains for the people of God. 10 For whoever enters His rest will also cease from his own works, as God did from His. 11 Let us labor therefore to enter that rest, lest anyone fall by the same pattern of unbelief.
B. IN Christ we are invited to enter INTO Him – enter His rest, or to rest from our striving. 
C. IN Him all the works and all the victory have been accomplished! 
5. Application
A. There is nothing left for us to do but rest and walk in the victory He has given us IN Christ, by faith.
