[image: A black and brown text on a black background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Small Group Discussion Guide
Lead Like Jesus – Week 2
LOVES
Primary Texts: Leviticus 19:18; John 13:34–35; 1 Corinthians 13
Opening Prayer
Gracious God, as we gather, open our hearts to your love and wisdom. Teach us to lead as Jesus led — with humility, truth, and sacrificial love. Bless our conversation and deepen our faith. Amen.
Icebreaker
Share about a leader (coach, teacher, boss, pastor, parent, etc.) who influenced you most. What made their leadership memorable?
Sermon Summary
This week’s message focused on how truly great leadership is inseparable from love. The world often equates leadership with power, dominance, or success at all costs, but Jesus shows another way. His leadership is rooted in love —truth-telling, sacrificial, transformative love. From Tony Dungy’s coaching style, to Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians, to Jesus washing even Judas’ feet, we see that love is the indispensable foundation for Christian leadership.
Key Points
Love is not the same as ‘being nice.’ True love sometimes challenges and corrects.
God’s love goes beyond our natural instincts, extending to the poor, the foreigner, the overlooked.
Jesus raises the standard: ‘Love one another as I have loved you.’
Leading with love is not about fighting to win, but serving so that all might flourish.
Key Quotes
“Love is the foundation of truly great leadership.”
“Leadership hits a limit without love.”
“To love someone means loving them enough to tell the truth, even when it’s hard.”
“God’s love has eyes to see the unloved, the overlooked, the forgotten.”
“Love and Great Leadership are not incompatible: they are inseparable.”
Key Bible Verses
Leviticus 19:18 – Love your neighbor as yourself.
John 13:34 – Love one another as I have loved you.
1 Corinthians 13:1 – If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.


Discussion Questions
How do you see the world’s model of leadership differing from Jesus’ model?
Why do you think love and leadership are often seen as incompatible?
What’s the difference between being ‘nice’ and being truly loving?
Who in your life has led you with love? How did it impact you?
When have you experience a great leader? When a bad leader? What did you learn from each?
What Next?
This week, spend time in Luke 5–7. Watch how Jesus leads with love. Notice how he teaches, heals, forgives, and challenges in love. Write down one way you can emulate his leadership in your home, workplace, or community this week.
Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus, you are the one who gives life to all. Teach us to lead like you — with courage, humility, and love. Guide our steps so that others may see your love through us. Amen.
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