
Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Baptismal Anniversary 
             September 21, 2025 

Prelude 
Welcome – Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in 
the pews. 
Good Shepherd Sunday 
Remembering our Baptism: Will the members who were baptized 
between January thru April please come forward. 
We believe that our baptism is one of the most important day of our lives, because 
on that day God called us each by name and claimed us as his own forever. The 
Lord adopts us into his family and makes us a part of the Body of Christ in the 
church. 
So it is good to remember and celebrate that day when our baptism happened  
Today we recognize those whom we know were baptized in the first quarter of the 
year. These are the names of those who are listed with a baptismal anniversary 
from January-April so we might recognize that glorious event. 
As we celebrate the baptismal anniversaries of these people, we should also 
remember our own. The moment where each of us were joined together with the 
cross of Christ.  
Today, you are washed clean by the receiving of the water in the remembrance of 
your baptism. 
A reading from Galatians: “In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 
faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 
longer male or female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” 
When you were baptized you were claimed by God and marked with the cross of 
Christ forever. Today, we celebrate your baptism with thanksgiving and joy. 
We affirm that baptism and its ongoing power in our  
lives. Baptism makes us children of God and followers of Jesus as long as we live 
and in heaven forever. 
Together with all the people of God, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, 
reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.  
 
 



P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy 
God, the powers of this world that rebel against God, 
and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C I renounce them. 
P Do you believe in God the Father? 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 

P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in 
the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s 
faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to 
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all 
people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in 
all the earth? 

The group makes affirmation: 
C I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
The minister addresses the assembly. 
P I ask all the people of God, do you promise to support and pray for these 

baptized and for one another in your life in Christ? 
C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing. 
 

Let us pray. Gracious God we thank you for the new life you give us through Holy 
Baptism. Bless each person here as they mark the anniversary of their baptism.  
We give you thanks, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in all your people the gift of 
your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. 
Make us faithful to follow you as long as we live. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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May you live in God’s peace and follow Jesus as you live out your baptism.        
The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you  
 

Let us share that peace with one another.  
 
Hymn:  “Take My Life, That I May Be”   Red Book #685 v. 1-4 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of Praise 

 



P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you. 
Will you pray with me? 
Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your 
majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and 
inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 
First Reading – Amos 8:4-7  Pew Bible Page #740 
4 Hear this, you who trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 
 5 saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain, 
 and the Sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the ephah 
smaller and the shekel heavier and practice deceit with false balances, 6 buying the 
poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals and selling the sweepings of the 
wheat.” 7 The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any 
of their deeds. 
R The Word of the Lord   
C Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 113  
1 Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord; praise the name | of the Lord. 
2 Let the name of the Lord be blessed, from this time forth forevermore. 
3 From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of the Lord be praised. 
4 The Lord is high above all nations; God’s glory above the heavens.  
5 Who is like the Lord our God, who sits enthroned on high, 
6 but stoops to behold the heavens | and the earth? 
7 The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from the ashes, 
8 enthroning them with the rulers, with the rulers of the people. 
9 The Lord makes the woman of a childless house to be a joyful mother of 
children. Hallelujah! 
 
Second Reading – 1 Timothy 2:1-7    Pew Bible Page# 963 
1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, 
so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3 This is 
right and acceptable before God our Savior, 4 who desires everyone to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God; there is also one 
mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6 who gave 
himself a ransom for all this was attested at the right time.7 For this I was 
appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth; I am not lying), a teacher 
of the gentiles in faith and truth. 
R The Word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 



 
 

Gospel Reading – Luke 16:1-13    Pew Bible Page #846 
C  Glory to you, O Lord:-  
 

1 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2 So he 
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an 
accounting of your management because you cannot be my manager any 
longer.’ 3 Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is 
taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 
ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as 
manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5 So, summoning his 
master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my 
master?’ 6 He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your 
bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7 Then he asked another, ‘And how much 
do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take 
your bill and make it eighty.’ 8 And his master commended the dishonest manager 
because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9 And I tell you, 
make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone 
they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 10 “Whoever is faithful in a very 
little is faithful also in much, and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest 
also in much. 11 If, then, you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who 
will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful with what 
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13 No slave can serve 
two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
C Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
Sermon by Pastor Mike Rahlf  



.Sermon Hymn:  “Let Streams of Living Justice” Red Book #710 

 
 
 
 



Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “God of grace,” please 
respond, “receive our prayer.” 
Offering:  Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit 
ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord. 
Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the website 
with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during communion. 

Offering Prayer 
P Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures 
among us, opening your heart to the world. As we prepare to 
feast on your bountiful love, 
deepen our commitment to sharing those 
treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
C Amen. 
The Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy Communion  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
C The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen 
 

 
 
 



Communion Distribution 
 

Communion Hymn: “Let Us Break Bread Together” Red Book #471 

Communion Prayer 
P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 

Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 
 



Hymn: “Let Justice Flow like Streams” Red Book # 717 

Dismissal 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.      
C Thanks be to God! 
Postlude 
Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress.  
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