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Last Sunday, we began a short series on what is known as the “Sermon on the Mount”. In the Sermon on the Mount, as
Pastor Silas shared last Sunday, Jesus lays out for us what it means to be a citizen of God’s Kingdom. _EfEH » 17T
BT "EIE" BYPHE RS - 40 Silas 0l EE = - HESRES LU YIRBA TR BAEEE_ B EEN R -
Jesus was not ushering in a political kingdom, but instead a spiritual kingdom. Citizens of his kingdom are marked by an
ongoing transformation of their character.
HR R KA HIRBUE £ E - 1B RAVERE - #E AT &M R S B R TR & -
They submit to a change of heart, so that they can be like salt and light in this world.
HATITAR N0 E S » AR X T SR ER A

This change of heart happens when we trust Jesus to be our King.

HEAVSFEUBEREATA TN TR - (FLRENLHTERES -

This isn’t a personal relationship between two peers, or two buddies. Jesus is the best Friend we can ever have, but He
is also our King. XFHIEPEEEF 2 [AIV N AR ZGHR SR T TR DA IR A - FEINE SR TE L -
Citizens of God’s Kingdom serve and obey the King, Jesus. K[ENTEREFEILINALE FH % -

This is upside down according to the world’s ideas of success, happiness, and power. For Jesus’ kingdom is made real in
hearts that are poor in spirit, that are meek, and that hunger and thirst for righteousness.
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Jesus proclaimed, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” (Matt. 5:6) We
need to consider carefully what kind of righteousness Jesus is talking about.

R ES © "ER AABE T | R IAMEIRE" (K 5:6) - FRATFEZEEER SRATTEHY SO2WE—M S -
He explains that “...unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will
certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven” (v 5).

AR - IR SCE AR S ERDERIZR AR S A gedt RE" (K 5:20) -

The Pharisees and the teachers of the Law were regarded as experts in what they called “the Law and the prophets”,
which is what we call the Old Testament. "

T ATRR S "E AR A" CRIEATFTAREYIHE) - JEFIFE ARSI B -

This was all of the Bible, all of God’s word, as far as it had been written by that point in history. The Pharisees and the
teachers of the law were experts in obeying God’s word in every little detail.

POhEE TSI AN R A R4S (HEYIE ) o TEFIFR AR S G AR B A B T -

Yet Jesus says that our righteousness should surpass theirs. This would have shocked Jesus’ first listeners. What could
Jesus mean? ZA(MH SR 50 FA T SRR AT THY S o SXAE S BRI RET < IRt R BT EEA ?
How could anyone be more righteous than these experts? How could anyone surpass them in any possible
measurement of holiness?  IHERELLIX L 5§y WIE ? fE (] ffr & F0EAVPRAE b fEpedaskdt{1IE ?

If we must be even more righteous than they were, how could anyone even hope to become a citizen of God’s
kingdom?  ZEFRA T ELHLATEE Dy S - 1 AN ERe = 8y RER T ?

Let me share an illustration from my own life. 5355 H B 4217 M) -

| must admit that when | first learned to drive a car, | was a terrible driver. | got my driver’s license at age 16, in the
shortest time possible —in those days it only took two weeks to get the full licence.
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On my second day with a license, | put a dent in the bumper of my parents’ car.
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On my 17 birthday | rear-ended another vehicle when | didn’t notice that it had stopped in front of me. This was on
my way home from high school, and as the police talked to me about the accident, we were passed by three school
buses full of students from my school. | had never been so embarrassed.
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Later that same year, | failed to notice a red light and cruised straight through the intersection. Thankfully, | didn’t hit
anyone, but a policeman caught me. Thankfully, he was very compassionate. Instead of ticketing me, he required me to
take a defensive driving course. Then | learned what | was doing wrong.
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You see, | was actually trying to drive very carefully. | was doing my best to not break any traffic laws.
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In fact, | was trying so hard to not speed that | kept looking down at my speedometer.
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| was so worried about not breaking the rules that | took my eyes off the road and focused them instead on the
speedometer. That was very dangerous. That’s what got me into trouble.

TESE N R AR F ALY S FEFEOL - LB MRS - BB T R - XEREERD - ERRE
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| had forgotten the real reason for all traffic rules. Traffic rules exist to help people drive safely, so that no one gets
hurt.  BOXiC TRTASCEMNEVEIER X  ATEMNEERN TIRETEL S @R ARGT -

While taking the defensive driving course, | finally learned that the most important thing while driving is not following
the rules but rather driving safely.
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| stopped being so obsessed with checking the speedometer. | learned to keep my eyes on the road. As a result, |
became a much safer driver.

MILFRAFA BRI THE F S » e = T NMMEUUESrSHE o BIIIRAOT ELeayERE -

For many years now | have enjoyed the maximum safe drivers’ discount on my car insurance.
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It may seem obvious, but in order to drive safely, you must keep your eyes on the road.

XEHELIESR - (HEAR L 2Z Y REET2/FEH -

If you do, you will probably end up doing a better job of obeying the traffic rules than if you constantly look down at
the speedometer. FEEEMIEIZX & > IR ST A AN ETRERAT T M TEKITE R -

In the Sermon on the Mount, when Jesus describes life in the Kingdom of God, he is teaching us that there is a better
way than focussing on the rules.
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The purpose of the Bible, God’s word, is not to teach us the rules. The purpose of God’s word is to teach us about God.
£ (FEE) WHIVHRER ST - EAigiEes 528 SR By ik -

It is meant to help us to know about Him, but even more, it is meant to help us to know Him, personally.
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Jesus criticized the Pharisees’ approach to Scripture. He said to them, “You study the Scriptures diligently because you
think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to
me to have life.” (John 5:39-40).

HR R S HEFDERFRABIRELLHY 720 St T - IR TE S 242 > IR E A RAE § XS A
DAERY © 28100 » R4 AN B B iS4z an" (£ 5:39-40) -

The Bible is given to us to help us to keep our eyes on Jesus. All of the Bible, including every part of the Old Testament,
points us to Jesus. G THATELEEN T HBIEA VERE TH 6K - BEAZLE (BFEIRYREE NN ) #E FIHRER -
That is why Jesus said, “Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish
them but to fulfil them” (v17). Jesus fulfils God’s law. TERZ: » HRfkid © “RNEDU BB SE A R A RIS H -
PRA B EE R - MeZRe” (17 77) ——HRERE S Ty EE -

Rules have an important function. God’s law is important, it’s even essential, just like the rules of the road are
essential. MNEAEZINAE - HHVFREIFEEE » EE2ZNNA[/DHY » BLAISSEAL A w2 -

But Jesus is showing us a better way to follow God’s law. Instead of focussing on the rules, we focus on Jesus. {HH[fik
FFAT BB TRV AR Y E - AELTETINARS - A TEL L TH R -

We keep our eyes on Jesus. Only then can He transform our hearts so that we live and act like citizens of his kingdom.
WA VER THRER - HAMABEIE AT » fEHA TN AFE TR E T ERAVFE -

Something happens when we focus on Jesus. 4 FA 1€l TH 6k » SBHFFE=SE4E -

When we see how perfectly loving and righteous He is, we discover how far we fall short.
LRATHEESE SR E S X BATA W H B AT & ik -

We come to realize that we are completely incapable of living the kind of life that God requires of his citizens. We can’t
possibly keep all the rules.

BAIATEREIH 2T IED BN+ RATEORA A - Tl IIRATEE TR A -

When we see Jesus, and his perfect example of love and righteousness, then, like the tax collector, all we can say is
“God, have mercy on me, a sinner” (Luke 18:13). 43 f 1 WHBERFIHIAN 5 5 Y582 HETIN - Bl MEAIRBEEAL A
REMPOR + i > A PEX R A" (15 18:13) -

We realize that we are in desperate need of God’s mercy. And this is exactly why Jesus came to fulfil God’s law. F¢{']
IWHENE O ZEMEI N - X 2 R ECR e B AN H -

The entire Old Testament points to Him as the sacrificial Lamb of God — as the only perfect One, as the only One who
can wash away all our sin, as the only One who can transfer to us the righteousness of God — all through his death for
us on the cross. FERHLE TR T R SRR MR REVERF——E—0E 2 » W—ien AR I —VI5EEEs » fE—
RERHHIRY SO T A TE - X— VSRS 722 E A 15238 -

Jesus fulfils God’s law on our behalf — by dying for our sin. Rk A FA THITEIMIE @ FUEIRA TR Sy EE -

As we read in 2 Corinthians 5:21: “God made [Christ] who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.”

TEAIEAZ 5+ 5: 21 93 ¢ EERRTEIERY (CBVED) - BTN IE - R TR B RO (I S e "

This is the only way that we can meet the righteous standards required of citizens of God’s Kingdom — by casting
ourselves on the mercy of God, trusting in Jesus’ righteousness, claiming his shed blood as our only merit, and letting
Him transform our hearts and our behaviour from the inside out.

XA HE—RE A E_ A E N A R K Y S HIFRAE — — TSRV I - (SSEHRERAY X » EFRUR AV E
TP TE—HYERA - FHAEHM N B M FATH AT -
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So in the rest of this chapter, Matthew 5, Jesus gives examples of laws regarding what people considered to be obvious
sins, and then He shows that the root of each of these sins is found not in the action, but in the heart.
RIAE S RAEE S 5 Fa NaEbor » HRERFI2E 7 AN TV RAYTE - fEVEARYER - RHE X L IEavARE A
HITHARS - ET AL -

Jesus begins by discussing the sin of murder. R #RE 516 AN 5E -

| have never met a person that didn’t agree that murder is a terrible sin. T M K48 WA RIAE H N T5RIEHT A o

In fact, when people want to explain that they aren’t a bad person, they often begin by saying, “I’'m not so bad...I've
never killed anyone.” 5% | » 24 AEIERE E T3 IEIE AT » % DL "FREIR BURSR. .. SEEREFT A" KI5 -

But Jesus goes to the heart of the matter and explains that the root of murder is the sort of anger that is contemptuous
of other people. {EHEREREFE MIRANIIL Ly - AEREAR N AVHUEAE TACF A AT -

If I asked anyone who had committed murder to put their hand up, | don’t think any here would do so.

HRIATEEG I ANTE - BB AT -

But if | asked who has ever been angry, to the point of thinking of someone else with contempt, or thinking of them as
a “fool”,  would need to put my hand up first, and | think everyone in the room would need to do so as well.

(B () S PR R > BRI 5 "EER" 7Y - b H3de2s T PAR B AR st -

We may have never murdered anyone, but the root cause of murder lives within each of our hearts.
BATEAFMASEFRA - AERARIRIRH T2 ARy L -

Jesus takes this so seriously, that He says it’s more important to deal with this problem than it is to give God more
public acts of worship. HE SR AR BN - 4l idd fi feX m] AL ) fotpR | 5E 2o AR Ty SR B

That is why He says “First go and be reconciled to (someone we’ve offended); then come and offer your gift” (to God)(v
24). A AR RERES S ORHMRIMRETA) FO4F - 282k (lEf) EREY)" (24775) -

He urges us to reconcile our relationships quickly, rather than let hatred destroy our relationships. Until we do so, our
so-called acts of worship are hollow and meaningless. #HIZ{EFTZEHEIEE R % > MIFEHIIEHRESRFA TSR

% o BRIFFRATTBE XA - S MIFATRTIBavETE A o2 2 H I (L -

Similarly, in the area of sexuality, Jesus begins with a behaviour everyone in his audience would agree is a sin: adultery.
But then he clarifies that the root of adultery is the sin of lust.

[EIREAEME RIS b HBERAM R AN SEITUIA ——4F2 - [EHIBERDEE - SHZAIRIEIE TIH6GE -

It’s a heart issue, and we need to do everything we can to root it out. It doesn’t work to merely change our behaviour —
we need a change of heart. XJ& AL RN, AT T 70 SRR (AN EB 1T TE i 158, AT R L o B
But the problem is that we can’t do that on our own. We are powerless to change our own hearts.

ZRIM > [ARAE TR TEE R E C 2 JIEE] - AT E YL -

We need Jesus Himself to make us righteous, through the forgiveness He purchased on the cross. Then we need his
Holy Spirit to transform our hearts.

BATFRZRL SRR R AN X BE i HiAE 728 EHORIVACE Bl T ARy SR B EA YL
This is the only way to permanently change our behaviour. This is how Jesus fulfils the Law of God, even in us.

XA TEARAZ A AT EIE—IREE - XELEHPSRAMEI e 2L - E2E R Em S -

Jesus does not take sin lightly. He knows that sin destroys relationships. He knows sin destroys lives.

HRERLEANEE TR - HPRFIFESHER R & ~ =K Ean -

He sees how sin darkens our hearts, and He knows that if sin is not dealt with, it will lead us straight to hell.

HFEIE A SR L - FHEE N ATE - SRR A TEHERAR -
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That is why He says these startling words: “If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is
better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand
causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your
whole body to go into hell” (vv 29-30).

TERANEE - i X SRR LAY IS © "R IRAVEIRCEIRERE] » St EiZdsk - B4 - Tal kLS R FHT—ED
77 WAIEEEN BARGHAT A - BB IRAVAE FEEIRERE] » SRR - Z4 - TR LB Fr—E 7
WAERAN BRI HIA” (29-30 1) -

Jesus urges us to root out whatever causes us to sin. We need to remove from our life the things that tempt us.

HRER e A TR — V)5 B FA PUFRATRUIR o BeA JRRZEM A an R BRZHPLEES B A Y=Y -

But | don’t believe that He wants anyone to literally gouge out their physical eye or cut off their physical hand.
EHRIFANNEERE N BAHZ T H CIRF e T -

If you think about it, your eye never causes you to sin. Your hand never causes you to sin.

MIEZ T IRAVIRIE MREEIRIESE » RAYINFHACREEIRIESE -

You could cut off the hands of a thief, but their heart could still be full of greed and deceit. It is our hearts that cause us
to sin. {RA] DARITEE AT - ABAA TR LM AT RESEI S22 Sfa 1k - E 3R I L EE CAESE -

We need heart surgery. Only Jesus can do that for us. F¢{ 187 LT AR » MESRERGREE I B ThedT »

One of the prophecies Jesus came to fulfil is found in Jeremiah 31:33 (NLT) “l will put my instructions deep within them,
and | will write them on their hearts.”

B R [ B R R A E o — TS B IO B T HR AR S 31:33 © “FRELRFREEREMA TR - SAEMAII0E -7
By the Holy Spirit, God writes his instructions not only in the Bible, but also in our hearts.

BEER » A UCRHIERAB R R LR - BARERA L L -

But we need to cooperate with God’s Spirit in this process. {Hiff2H » I 1EEHSHAZE T,

When He shows us where we need to change, we need to listen. H#idg A TEZ LIS 24 » Fefl 14T

When He reveals an area of sin in our lives, we need to root out whatever may tempt us to that sin, and we need to
bring into the light every dark motive of our hearts, by confessing it to God, and asking Him to change us.
LitFEEERA TR AR - B TSR — VI ATRES BT PUSERVARR » SEELR0 0 A RS ch i L ER R BB 2
St ——[E AR - SRACL AT -

We need to open ourselves up to our great Physician and allow Him to do heart surgery on us.
BATHRAREABFFEC - BT T T LAY FR -

A wonderful prayer for this purpose is found in Psalm 139:23, 24: “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and
know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”

i 139:23-24 25 T4 EAVRSSUA © I SRIREZETR - FIETAY LA - WG MERIVER B
HEA 2B TR » 5 SHGEKERERE "

It also helps to admit our struggles to trusted Christian friends, who can pray for us and join us in the journey.

e A {E RV ECEE A AZH AR B VLI RAE R ) - MR T#5 S - SIRAIETT -

If we pretend that we’ve got it all under control, it only sets us up to fail again.

HEE U RAEERE » ek TG AR -

Rooting sin out is long and difficult work. Anyone who gardens understands why the Bible describes sin as being like a
bad root. fHFRIEIEIE K SORFEHILAE - EFMEBEEZAFTHE » LNV TRIFZENER -

Unless you get the root out, the weed will pop up again. FRIEZEMRING - &N L84 -



At our home, we have a patch of decorative rocks along one side of our house which is infested with a particular
species of weed. This weed seems to spread not by seeds, but instead through its extensive network of roots.

KR FEE—MAVEMAX » PUZEEEMERZE - EUIPFARSEMER > MEm R ARHR R -

| do my best to pull out not just the sprouts, but the roots as well, at least once a month, spring through autumn. But it
is an ongoing process.

EFEEEN=ZF B VEHI2BIIER - MOERFMEERR R — B  BEXENMFEFEAERARE -
This side of heaven, we will never completely finish this job of rooting the sin out of our hearts.

TR R] > Fofl PRk i T A AR ER A L LR AYSE -

However, if we keep our focus on Jesus, and walk closely with Him, He will keep perfecting us until that day when we
see Him face to face.

IR > BEBA LT T HR R » SRR ELT > R ERATE £4 > HER S A EAE LAY H T -
The Apostle Paul was confident of this: “For | am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you
will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil 1:6 NASB 1995). {H{E(RZ WIHEIEEARSEE © "FEE » AMEIRI T E
BT EFTAEN - B THNSRE B H F 058X T/E" (BE1:6) -

And as we heard last Sunday, Jesus promised, in the Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness, for they will be filled” (Matt 5:6).

B B HYTERY > SR ES LU E I F R - "YeR X AER T | R Iesiae" (K56) -

Later in the same sermon, Jesus promised us, “But seek first [God’s] kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well” (Matt 6:33).

[EFREAE B LI I > HOSR SONVRERATT + “IRA 25 SRAAYE R X X IR ERZNNZE IR T 77 (K 6:33) -
Jesus will one day complete this work of rooting out the sin in our hearts, and of perfecting our character in his image.
HR BRI S BOX T TAE—— BRI T B A RYIEAR » (EERA T 2R0E M S -

Jesus is transforming our character as citizens of his Kingdom. This transformation is not achieved by merely following
the rules. B8R IERAEA TSR EN T » X I IR (EEE T AINHLRE AR ©

It happens as we keep our eyes focused on Jesus, and as we cooperate with his Spirit, who changes our hearts and pulls
out our sin by its roots.

PR AT TR TER THRER » HECEERA TAF - ERICEFATAVL » FrIRERPER -

Jesus fulfils all the righteous requirements of God’s law, on our behalf, through his death, his resurrection, and as His
Spirit writes his law on our very hearts and minds, changing us from the inside out.
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