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This past week, | watched the video of Iryna Zarutska’s brutal murder on the train in
Charlotte and also the assassination of Charlie Kirk. My stomach turned, my heart sank,
but my soul burned with a single truth: this is man. This is us. This is what it looks like
when the mask of culture, civility, and polished appearances is ripped off and the raw
heart of fallen humanity is laid bare.

| do not know what verdict the worldly court will hand down on the ones who did this.
Perhaps life in prison. Perhaps a death sentence. Perhaps some twisted loophole will
even let them walk free. But | know this: there is another court that no man escapes.
The righteous Judge is Jesus Christ, and His sentence cannot be delayed, bribed, or
overturned. He will repay every man according to his deeds (Romans 2:6).

The blood spilled in those crimes is not silent. Just like Abel’s blood, it cries out from the
ground (Genesis 4:10). It screams for justice. It demands wrath. And it will have its
answer from the throne of God.

But here is the uncomfortable truth that we do not get to stand at a safe distance,
shaking our heads at the monster who did this. The same poison that ran through his
veins runs through ours. Christ said that hatred is murder in seed form (Matthew 5:21—-
22). Do you feel the weight of that? The evil behind the knife that stabbed Irenya and the
bullet fired at Charlie lives in my heart—and in yours. It shows itself in anger, pride, lust,
selfishness, greed. We wear suits, hold jobs, build reputations, and call ourselves
civilized, but strip away the restraints of law and fear of shame, and the depravity of
man comes clawing to the surface. Those videos are not an exception to humanity a
mirror of it.

And let us stop lying to ourselves: there are no innocent people. We are not born
neutral. We are born guilty. The Bible does not flatter us. It declares that we are
“children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:3), rebels at war with our Maker (Romans 5:10), dead
in sin and incapable of pleasing God (Romans 8:7-8). You may not have held the knife or
fired the bullet, but you have hated, lied, lusted, and envied and before a holy God, that
is enough to damn you.

The world wants to put these murderers in a cage and convince itself that justice is
served, while the rest of us are fine. But the cross tears that illusion apart. On the Day of
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Judgment, there will be no comparison games, no weighing of good deeds against bad.
There will only be guilty sinners standing before a holy God, and the only question that
matters is this: when your sin is dragged into the light, what will cover you?

And here is where the scandal of grace breaks in. Abel’s blood cried out for vengeance.
Christ’s blood cries out for mercy (Hebrews 12:24). The Judge Himself stepped down
from the bench, bore the wrath, and died in the place of guilty men. The very One who
will judge us is the only One who can save us.

But do not mistake this for sentimentality. If you reject Christ, His blood will not cover
you, but it will testify against you. And if you remain outside of Him, you stand in the
same category as the murderers you despise. Their crimes were caught on camera.
Yours may only be caught in thought, in word, in secret deeds. But God does not grade
on curves. Sin is sin, and wrath is wrath.

| do not know what sentence the earthly judge will pronounce on the murderers of Iryna
and Charlie. But | know what the righteous Judge will do. The blood cries out. Civilization
is only a mask stretched thin over corruption. And the Day is coming when the mask will
be ripped off forever and justice is coming for us all.

And on that Day, there will be no excuses left. No appeals. No jury to sway. Only the
voice of the Judge who sees every thought, every secret, every hidden sin. Those
outside of Christ will not stand tall with explanations on their lips. They will beg the
mountains to fall on them, the rocks to cover them, to hide them “from the face of Him
who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb” (Revelation 6:16).

This is not a warning for “others.” This is for me. This is for you. The same nature that
produced those murderers lives in us, and apart from Christ, we share the same fate.
The only difference between the guilty condemned and the guilty forgiven is the blood
of Jesus. Abel’s blood cries out for vengeance. Christ’s blood cries out for mercy. Which
one will speak for you on that Day?

He, who has ears to hear, let him hear.



