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Dear Church Family,

Our Sunday School children recently created a beautiful post-
er for CUMAC—a heart-shaped display filled with love, and it
was appreciated by the staff of CUMAC. This project along
with their smiling faces is a reminder that God calls us to live
as a community of compassion and hospitality in a world that
often feels dismissed, divided, and chaotic. How do we cre-
ate a space where people feel truly seen, valued, and held in
love? How can we move from comfort to compassion as
Christians?

In my recent sermon, | introduced a framework called CALM,
which invites us to embody Christ’s love in practical ways—by
Connecting, Accepting, Learning/Listening, and Ministering as
a Means of Grace:

C — Connection: Reaching out instead of remaining indiffer-
ent.

A — Acceptance: Holding others in compassion rather than
judgment.

L — Learning & Listening: Seeking to understand rather than
assuming we know what others are going through.

M — Ministry: Choosing action and engagement over passivi-
ty.

Our community needs CALM. Our world needs CALM more
than ever before. As the body of Christ, the church is called to
be a mediator of CALM in a world where the vulnerable are
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often dismissed, overlooked, or even dehumanized. Yet, as
disciples of Christ, we are called to be different. We are called
to embrace

not only those who look, think, or act like us but also those
who are different, difficult, or in need of healing.

As we enter the sacred season of Lent, we are reminded that
this is a time of reflection, renewal, and restoration, both
individually and as a community. | invite you to practice
CALM during Lent by:

Connecting with one another in love and support through
fellowship events and small groups, especially during our Len-
ten Soup Suppers beginning March 12.

Accepting others with compassion and kindness rather than
judgment.

Learning & Listening to God and one another, deepening our
understanding of Christ’s call to love through worship, pray-
ers, and meaningful conversations.

Ministering to those in need by participating in local, region-
al, and international mission projects we support as a church.
Together, let’s live CALM and be a church that reflects
Christ’s love to the world. See you in church!

Grace and Peace,

Rev. Nyounghun Stephen Yun, Pastor



Pastoral Letter Addressing the Plight of Migrants,
Immigrants and Refugees

Jesus said, “When you welcome the stranger, you welcome
me....” Matthew 25:35 At no time has the church in the US had
a greater opportunity to welcome Jesus among us as he jour-
neys with migrants, immigrants, and refugees than today. We
your bishops are clear that the situation these beloved of God
face as the Trump Administration comes to power threatens
their humanity, livelihood, and basic human rights.

For decades, a broken immigration system in the U.S. has kept
migrants, immigrants and refugees in this country living in the
shadows of society in a state of perpetual fear. They have
come to the U.S. under forced circumstances fleeing extreme
poverty, hunger, political and religious persecution, war, cartel
and gang violence, and the severe impact of climate change.

Some are actively recruited by large U.S. companies who need
their labor. Yet migrants, immigrants and refugees help to sus-
tain the U.S. economy, serve our families caring for our chil-
dren and our elderly, cleaning our homes, landscaping our
properties, building our roads and the houses we live in, and
cultivating and picking the crops that feed our families. They
are our neighbors, our friends, and members and pastors of
our churches.

Deplorably, racist, xenophobic, nationalistic, and anti-migrant
hate speech has become standard rhetoric for many US politi-
cians, including President-elect Donald Trump. He has stated
that under his administration he will order the mass deporta-
tion of the 11 million undocumented migrants who live and
work in the U.S. He has threatened to use military and law en-
forcement at all levels for this mass deportation. If allowed,
this mass deportation of migrants will cause further racial pro-
filing, the separation of families, the undermining of communi-
ties and congregations, the weakening of the economy of this
country and its democratic systems of law and justice. Presi-
dent-elect Trump has also threatened to end birth-right citi-
zenship, dismantle Refugee resettlement in this country and
further strip away the possibility of the U.S. welcoming Asylum
Seekers onto this land.

We are living in a dark time that more than ever calls us to be
the light of Christ, people of faith who take our baptismal
vow to “resist evil in all its forms,” with utmost seriousness.

As United Methodists we have firmly declared through our
Social Principles that we are called to actively welcome the
migrant, immigrant, and refugee among us.

o Affirming the dignity, worth and rights of migrants, im-
migrants and refugees.

e Recognizing that displaced people are particularly vul-
nerable as their in-between status often provides them
with few protections and benefits, leaving them open to
exploitation, violence and abuse.

e Urging one another to welcome migrants, refugees, and
immigrants into our congregations, providing concrete
support, to them including help with navigating restric-
tive and often lengthy immigration policies, and assis-
tance with securing food, housing, education, employ-
ment and other kinds of support.

e Opposing all laws and policies that attempt to criminal-
ize, dehumanize or punish displaced individuals and
families based on their status as migrants, immigrants or
refugees.

e Decrying attempts to detain displaced people and hold
them in inhumane and unsanitary conditions.

e Challenging policies that call for the separation of fami-
lies, especially parents and minor children.

e Opposing the existence of for-profit detention centers
that are used for the purpose of detaining migrants, im-
migrants, and refugees including minor children.

(Social Principles of The United Methodist Church, The Politi-
cal Community Basic Rights and Freedoms, Section G. Mi-
grants, Immigrants and Refugees)

We your bishops call upon the people of The United Meth-
odist Church to pray for migrants, immigrants, and refugees
among us and to welcome them with the fullness of Chris-
tian love, remembering that as we welcome these, our
brothers, and sisters, we welcome Jesus our Lord.

Bishap Tuacy S. Malene

President for Council of Bishops
The United Methodist Church



Lenten Sermon Series Begins Sunday, March 9
"Finding Redemption in the Mess"

Life can feel messy, and we often wonder if there’s any hope for redemption.
This Lent, join us for a powerful six-week series as we explore how Christ
meets us in our brokenness and offers restoration. Drawing on Scripture,
devotional practices, and insights from spiritual giants like Ignatius of Loyola,

R ES | O RE D John Wesley, and St. Augustine, we’ll reflect on our own lives and discover

the transformative power of surrendering our mess to the cross.

Together, we’ll journey toward Easter with open hearts, learning to leave our struggles at the foot of the cross and em-

brace the redemption God offers. Don’t miss this opportunity to deepen your faith and find hope in the midst of life’s

mess.

This Lenten sermon series begins Sunday, March 9. See you there!

Thursday Prayers during Lent—begins Thursday, March 13

“We cannot attain the presence of God
because we're already totally in the pres-
ence of God. What's absent is aware-
ness.” Richard Rohr

Join us to find the quiet center during this
Lenten season. Please consider visiting
the church for a time of prayer and reflec-
tion on Thursdays between 4:30-6:00 pm
as we seek the presence of Jesus as a
church community! A prayer guide will be
available.

Join the SUMC Vision Team

JOIN OUR SUMC VISION TEAM

We invite you to join our Vision Team as
we continue the work God has set before
us. Our church has identified three key
goals, and now we need your support to
bring these visions to life! If you’re pas-
sionate about helping our church grow
and serve, please consider joining our
Vision Team and being part of this mean-
ingful journey. Together, we can shape a
vibrant future for our church and com-
munity. If you are interested, please con-
tact Pastor Stephen.



LENT 2025

Ashes to Go Drive Thru March 5 from 7am-9am and Worship Service at 7pm

JOIN US FOR ASH WEDNESDAY Ash Wednesday is an important

in the church cal A
Ashes To Go Drive-thru Htylln e it G2 ek, L

. marks the beginning of Lent,
Church parking lot

which is a season of forty days for

In Person L. .
spiritual preparation and renewal.
March 5, 2025 The first day of the 40 days of Lent
7:00 am- 9:00 am will be observed with a worship
service and imposition of ashes.
Ash Wednesday Come join us on Wednesday,
Evening Service March 5 at 7:00 pm.
March 5, 2025 @ 7:00 pm All are welcome!

Lenten Soup Suppers & Study — Beginning Wednesday March 12, 6-8pm

.__JOINUS
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90 LENTEN SOUP
00 SUPPERS
TOM .B ERLIN

> WEDNESDAYS = ¢
2 _ 6-8 PM °
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SOUP - MEAL - LESSON

March 12 FOR THE
WHOLE FAMILY

March 19 DR e R \
March 26 7 X3 iy e
April 2 == .
M RESTORED
Volunteer to bring soup and other

items for?)ur mpeal FINDING REDEMPTION

CONTACT:
Carol Toby IN OUR MESS
flymeaway34@yahoo.com
973-534-0180




HOLY WEEK & EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES

Palm Sunday, April 13
Palm Sunday Worship
9:00 am and 11:00 am

*Processing with Palm branches

MAURNDY
THURSDAY Holy Thursday

April 17 7:00 pm
Worship with Communion

=
=

and Chancel Choir Music

s

Good Friday, April 18
At 3:00 pm
Community Cross Walk
Starting from Succasunna UMC

Good Friday Evening, April 18
Take time to pray and meditate on the love and
sacrifice of Jesus Christ at home
**A meditation guide will be provided**

Easter Sunday, April 20

6:30 am Easter Sunrise Service at Horseshoe
Lake. Breakfast at Succasunna United
Methodist Church after sunrise service.

9:00 am and 11:00 am
Easter Sunday Worship at SUMC
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Post Confirmation Youth (8th-12t" Grade)

Meet Every Sunday | 10 AM | Tech/Green Room

Cookies Served

PLANNED GIVING—"LEAVE A LEGACY”

PLANNED GIVING

Even in the absence of deliberate decisions, our lives are
structured by the choices we indirectly or unintentionally
make. This is particularly true in planned giving, where our
actions—whether intentional or not—can profoundly shape
our legacy and impact the causes we care about.

Please remember every gift of any size is

important, no matter the amount.

Your gift to Succasunna UMC will help build on and extend
the congregation’s ministry for generations to come. Your
investment is the best way to take care of the place in
which you worship and have built your family’s spiritual
foundation. There are many ways to make a charitable con-
tribution to our church. Speak with your financial or legal
advisor to learn the latest about the many tax benefits of
planned gifts. Plan how you wish your gift to be put to use
and recognized.

BEQUEST

By leaving a bequest in your will, you can continue to pro-
tect and preserve the church you love for generations to
come. Your bequest can be a specific amount or a percent-
age of your estate and will be paid after other bequests,
such as to your family has been made.
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LIVING TRUSTS

Through a living trust, you can provide for yourself and
your family before and after your death. You can arrange
a contribution through a living trust by naming your
church as a beneficiary. OTHER OPTIONS Work with your
advisor to create a Charitable Gift Annuity, Charitable
Lead Trust or Charitable Remainder Trust.

CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUST (CRT)

The CRT can receive a gift, generate lifetime income for
you along with an immediate, partial income tax deduc-
tion. It also creates a future gift to support UMC's critical
mission. The CRT offers many more options. It can ac-
cept a variety of assets. It can have many beneficiaries
and make a gift to several charities. While a CRT seems
complex, UMC has the expertise to help you understand
these options and, in coordination with your advisors,
create a meaningful legacy that benefits you, your loved
ones and the organizations that are important to you.

GIFTS OF RETIREMENT PLANS

You can name our church as a partial or full beneficiary
of your pension, 401k, 403b, IRA or other retirement
plan. Your plan’s administrator will provide you with the
beneficiary designation forms you need to make this
legacy gift.



UPCOMING EVENTS

Care for the Caregiver Event—Saturday, March 15 from 10am—12pm




UPCOMING EVENTS

Building Better Women Missions Event Sunday, March 30th 12:30pm

For our meeting on Sunday, March 30th, we are very happy to have Linda
Diffley come to speak to our group on a mission in Newark that feeds and helps
the needs of over 1000 people weekly called Sparrow House. We are asking for Persona
donations of hygiene kits which we will assemble together for the mission HYGIENE KIT

Please bring the following items: Bandages, deodorant, travel size toothbrush
& toothpaste, travel size shampoo & conditioner, soap, washcloth, hand towel,

allon size zip lock bag.
2 P & Ay =

For lunch, please bring a side dish to share. If interested in participating, please
contact Peggy Groh at pjgroh57@gmail.com

Building Better Women Group Tea Sunday, Aprll 27th 12: 30pm

- will have many different teas to choose from. Bring your pretti-
est tea cup to drink from and a pretty hat to wear.

Lake Hopatcong Block Party - Saturday, May 17 from 10am—4pm

SUMC is officially registered for the Lake Hopatcong block Party on Saturday, May 17, 2025 from 10am to 4pm (Rain or
Shine) at Hopatcong State park. We will be selling Funnell Cakes and Fried Oreos and will share the message of our

church as well.

We will need volunteers to help make

LAKE HopATCONG BLOCK pARTv this day successful.
Saturday’ May 17’ 2025 If you are interested in participating,

please contact Linda Diffley at
10 am - 4 pm, Hopatcong State Park, rain or shine!  JEEIECLT I TN

Please consider dedicating altar flowers in honor of, in memory of, or in celebration of a loved
one. Your dedication is a meaningful way to remember and celebrate special people in your
life.

The 2025 Altar flower sign up sheet is located on the table in the entrance to the sanctuary.
Altar flower dedications are offered on the first & third Sundays. The cost remains at $30.

Please provide clear and legible information when signing up.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

COFFEE (OR TEA) WITH THE PASTOR
Thursday, March 6th and April 3rd

Join us for Coffee with the Pastor on March 6th
and April 3rd from 11 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., at
Panera in Roxbury Mall. This will be an informal
gathering where we can get to know one another
and share our questions and thoughts on faith,
church, and Methodism. Everyone is welcome,
and we'll provide the coffee.

RECENT EVENTS

International Dinner—January 26th

What a great time we had at
the International Dinner this
year! We enjoyed fellowship
with our SUMC Church Family
and enjoyed many different
cultural foods together.

We appreciate the planning

team who made this wonderful

fellowship event possible: Jen

Antoncich, Marge Peletier, El-

len Cuthbert, Reshma

Chakranarayan, Lori Mol-

lenkamp, and Margarita Valdes. Thank you!

Chili Cook-off Winners—February 9th

Congratulations to this year’s Chili Cook Off Winners!
First Place - Angie’s “Dan’s Chili”
Second Place - Dick’s “SUMC’s Best Chili 2025”
Third Place - Kim’s “Chili con Carne”

Thank you all for your support for our youth ministry!
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RECENT EVENTS

NEON TWEEN/TEEN NIGHT—February 22md

As part of our SUMC Bridges Project, SUMC hosted a Neon Tween/Teen Event on Saturday, February 22nd,

welcoming a wonderful group of tweens and teens from the community. It was a fun-filled evening of fel-

lowship, dinner, dessert, neon painting, and games. Laughter and joy filled the room as participants and vol-

unteers alike enjoyed the time together. We are grateful for everyone who made this event possible and

look forward to more opportunities to connect with and support our young people!

MISSIONS UPDATE

Christian Outreach Program—June

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH PROJECT -
June 22 through June 28, 2025

Our annual opportunities for mission outreach are
now available for signup! We will be entering our
43rd year of Christian Outreach Project which will
be Sunday, June 22 through Saturday, June 28. Any
adult or youth 14 or older who has completed

8th grade is welcome and encouraged to partici-
pate.

If you would like to learn more about the program,
please reach out to Linda Diffley, our Missions
Chairperson.
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Rice & Beans Costa Rica August Mission

RICE AND BEANS INTERNATIONAL MISSION TRIP -
August 2 through August 9

We are planning to participate in the Rice and Beans
Mission (RABMIN) outreach week to Costa Rica the
week of August 2nd through August 9Sth.

If you are interested in learning more about this pro-
gram, please contact Sam Perez, who is part of our Mis-
sions team and also the Coordinator for the Skylands
District for this annual mission trip.



MISSIONS UPDATE

Thank you from Sparrow House Outreach & Missions Team

Dear Linda and Succasunna UMC. Dear Church Family,

Thank you for the generous donation of four | wanted to share some pictures that my friend Nora who runs the
large bags of coats from Succasunna United Sparrow House Outreach in Newark sent me to show where some of
Methodist Church. We appreciate so much our donations of coats and blankets went. We have now given her

your support for those we serve who are expe- two major donation drops of blankets, coats, gloves, hats and scarves
riencing homelessness and poverty. The coats in the past few months which came from our blanket drive as well as
were a huge hit and all the recipients were from our Thrift Shop. One of the things that | love about what she
extremely grateful. Together we are makinga does is that anything that is given to her and her team as a donation
difference in helping individuals and families  gets to recipients in need within less than a week.

el & Jouney i Indepenesige el sxli- Many thanks to our amazing Thrift Shop volunteers who pulled the

suinetemey, e e e e e yeus coats from their donations to help Sparrow House. We also had a lot

N .
S ppletE ot @it lliotnd T < o el et of great blanket donations from our congregation that made a huge

i |
your generosity and thoughtfulness! difference.

gzl Thanks and blessings — Linda Diffley

Nora Adam Chief Executive Officer
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March and April Collection for Roxbury Food Pantry & Poster for CUMAC

The Roxbury food pantry is in need of the following items for A "Love" poster created
donation for March and April: Dinty Moore Beef Stew, juice by our Sunday School for

boxes, coffee, peanut butter, grape or strawberry jelly, pasta .
sauce, kids snacks individually wrapped, dish soap. Your con- CUMAC was delivered by

tributions to our community are greatly appreciated. our SUMC volunteers.
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SMALL GROUP MINISTRIES

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY §
We are a group that gets together to create prayer shawls or baby
blankets or fidget aprons for people in need. If you don’t know how, we
are very willing to teach. We want to extend the church’s caring to our
congregants and others in need and we send prayers to those in

need. Come and join us on Monday afternoon at 2 pm. We meet in the
Wesley room and do have a lot of chat time and sending of prayers and
thankfulness.

Stephanie Reidinger, Roberta Haag, Julie Marin, & Marge Peletier.

TABS (Tuesday Adult Bible Study)

TABS has bi-monthly gatherings on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month.
The group meets at the church in the Wesley Room. There will be an hour of
fellowship, sharing and prayer starting at 1:00 pm. You can also join the group
via Zoom. Please contact Audrey Schultz if you have any questions at
schultzaudrey0O@gmail.com, or call 973-927-0657.

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY
“Don't forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some
people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.” -
Hebrews 13:2

“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my
name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does
not welcome me but the one who sent me.” - Mark 9:37

Hospitality grows from earnest witness and invitation to those outside
the church's walls. It means demonstrating Christ-like love to the
community around the church. SUMC is a loving church community,
and we look to welcome newcomers as well as our established church
family each Sunday. We ask that visitors, who are interested in pursuing full membership, to please contact
Pastor Stephen to discuss attending a New Member Class.

The message we would like to send to all who join us at worship service is:

There is a place for you here. Blessings, Marge Peletier

14



UMM Prayer & Positive Thought Thrift Shop is OPEN!

Three Things Worth Following:
Do the right thing. Do the best you can.

Always show people you care.

WE NEED YOUR BIRTHDAYS! @ U \AJ B

Birthdays recognize special
people. We here at Suc-
casunna United Methodist
church would like to send
you a card on your special
day. Please send your birth-
day month and day to either
Peggy Groh at
pjgroh57@gmail.com or to
the church office email at
office@sumcnj.org. SUMC THRIFT SHOP

The Thrift Shop is open on Tuesday’s from

8am-1lam for donations only and
Monday’ March 17’ 2025 Wednesday’s from 9:30 am—11:30 am for
shopping. We accept clothing, household
items, glassware, jewelry, linens, etc. And
particularly welcome seasonal items. Your
donations can make a difference in the
community!

Please contact Linda Diffley, Missions Chair or
Stacy Migneault if you have any questions.

Flomitieay

VOLUNTEERS




GIVING

CHURCH OFFERINGS
Thank you for your financial commitment to SUMC. We u# %
ask that you continue to support our ministries with your W " ? 5 7 %I}M
generous offerings. We also appreciate the ministry of 0 C M0 Y e
our Finance Team to manage and guide the financial i g %3 :
resources and health of our church! ‘ ] | ‘ ‘
- QS 9 6"‘5-?

SET YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD ONE HOUR

9 MARCH, 2025

VAT 6

REMEMBER TO CHANGE YOUR
CLOCKS FORWARD ON
SATURDAY NIGHT, MARCH 8TH

BEFORE BEDTIME!

= .
ONLINE GIVING REJOICE HE IS RISEN v
SUMC offers an electronic option for making regular May the promise of the
offerings through Vanco, our eGiving processor. If you "L", 'l:::,\.:
are interested in joining this program go to the SUMC peace in the love and
web page at sumcnj.org and click the “Give” tab at the RrOmAKEshs t 5
top. Questions? Questions? Contact Santo Gramando, &—{[ 1)
Finance Chairperson at sgramando@yahoo.com j// 4 “
or Stephanie Rheinhardt, Financial Secretary at ‘ é f 3
stephanie.rheinhardt@gmail.com. P ;._‘é,",i'.f

SHOPRITE AND SUSSEX MARKET GIFT CARDS

Please consider purchasing Shop Rite and Sussex Market gift cards Church Staff
in preparation for your holiday feast. Please contact Bruce Hopper
at mainstchiro@gmail.com if you would like to purchase . For each Rev. Myounghun Stephen Yun, Pastor

gift card purchased the church receives a donation. We receive 5%
for Shop Rite cards and 10% for Sussex Market cards. We thank
you for your support of this program.

pastorstephen@sumcnj.org
Audrey Schultz, Director of Music
Angie Stierch, Praise Band Leader
Caryn Porter, Administrative Assistant
Aura Smith, Sexton

Church Information
Office Hours: 9am—2pm
Tuesday—Friday
Phone: 973.584.7349
OUR MISSION Email: office@sumcnj.org

Succasunna United Methodist Church is a caring fellowship called
to love and serve according to Jesus’ example, welcome all peo-
ple, worship God and grow as Christian disciples.
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