Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 14, 2025
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Welcome — Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in
the pews.

Confession and Forgiveness &

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Compassionate One,

C We confess that we have not loved you with all our heart, mind, and
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven
others as we have been forgiven. We have been angry, selfish, and dishonest.
Forgive us, Lord. Help us to love you more than anything else and to love
others the way you love us.

Amen.

P Happy are those whose sins are forgiven, whose wrongs are pardoned.
Happy is the one whom the Lord does not accuse of doing wrong and who is free
from all deceit. As a called and ordained minister, I proclaim to you God’s

forgiveness. In Him, you are set free. In the name of the Father, and of the - Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Peace: As baptized and forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and
peace with one another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

P Let us share that peace with one another.



Hymn: “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” Red Book #789
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1 Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead wus;  much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear-ly let us seek your fa - vor, ear -ly let us do your will;
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, from sin de - fend us, seek us when we go  a-stray.
you have mer-cy to re-lieve us, grace tocleanse, and pow’r to free.
bless-ed Lord and on -ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved wus, love us  still.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love wus still.

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847
Music: BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation,
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have
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cy.

let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,

0
e—=—"—""* = — o (——
J
let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.




Hymn of Praise

Assisting minister
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - 1a.
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1 Wor-thy 1s Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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free to be peo-ple of God Pow - er and rich - es and wis - dom and
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strength, and hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
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might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
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This 1s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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has be - gun his reign. Al - le - Iu-ia. Al-1le - lu - ia.



P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all
those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may
reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our
life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading — Exodus 32:7-14 Pew Bible #69

7 The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up
out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn
aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an
image of a calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” ” 9 The Lord said to
Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone so
that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, and of you I
will make a great nation.” 11 But Moses implored the Lord his God and said,

“O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought
out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should
the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in
the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your
fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your

people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to
them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the
stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.” ” 14 And the Lord changed his mind
about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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Psalm 51:1-10

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great
compassion blot out my offenses.

2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from
my sin.

3 For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.

4 Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; so you
are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.

5 Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my | mother’s womb.
6 Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know
wisdom deep within.

7 Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be purer
than snow.

8 Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice.
9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Second Reading — 1 Timothy 1:12-17 Pew Bible #963

121 am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he
considered me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13 even though I was
formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy
because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed
for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and
worthy of full acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—
of whom I am the foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in
me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience as an example
to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.
Amen.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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Al-le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.



Gospel Reading — Luke 15:1-10 Pew Bible #845

C Glory to you, O Lord

1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen

to [Jesus.] 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This
fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 So he told them this

parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them,
does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost
until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and
rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors,
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep.” 7 Just so, I tell
you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8 “Or what woman having
ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house,
and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the
coin that I had lost.” 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels
of God over one sinner who repents.”

C Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon by Pastor Mike Rahlf




Sermon Hymn: “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” Red Book 588
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - ¢y, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 ’Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
n ’ ] ’ 1
A i ' : — - —
(O Ie— . T T T e
J 4 @ 4 o
there’s a kind-ness in God’sjus - tice which is  more than lib - er - ty.
there i1s mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg -er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;

But we make this love too nar - row by false lim -its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there is room for fresh cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-mi - fy its  strict-ness with a zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.

Apostles’ Creed

C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.



Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “God of grace,” please
respond, “receive our prayer.”

Offering: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit %@

ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord.

Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the website
with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during EE

communion.

Faith Lutheran website
Offering Prayer link

P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is
good and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the
earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior.

C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
P It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the hosts

of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho - 1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy Communion
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the

sin of the world; have mer-cy
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mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Distribution




Communion Hymn: “Rise Up, O Saint of God!” Red Book #669
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I Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The  king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 GQGive heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries In pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the word of hope pro-claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.

stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’'s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!

Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Communion Prayer

P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen



Hymn: “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” Red Book #547
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1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess - ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv - ing,
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the peo - ple of God from this dwell-ing take leave.
the tasks of our ev - 'ty - day life we will face—
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The sup - per is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
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the  fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man  race.
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The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, re - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed us, with  your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac-tion for God and for  all
lead us; u - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u -  nite wus
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your  king - dom and an - swer your  call.
give hon - or to Christ and his  name that we bear.
Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL. 60131-2158. All rights reserved.
Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23628



