September 14, 2025

Holy Cross Day

CHORAL EVENSONG
The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine



St. John’s acknowledges these lands of the Lekwungen people.

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this
community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving
community which is open to all.

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history
and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for
prayer and to be a part of our community.

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are
available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we.

Worship
Service times: 8:00 am (Holy Communion - said service), 10:00 am (Holy Eucharist with choir and organ),
4:30 pm (BCP Choral Evensong) on Sundays as well as mid-week services (please see our website for times). If
you can’t attend in person we invite you to join us via Zoom (email admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca for the link) or
through the livestream on the Website: www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.

Contacting Us: The church office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm. The main email for contact

is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our
Pastoral Care Team who will offer their prayers. Please contact: the church office at the above email address.

You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please
stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like.

Assisting with this afternoon’s Liturgy

Officiant: Gary Moss Music: A Quartet of Singers
Sermon: Gary Moss Ryan Qu, organist
Welcomer: Bill Williamson Char Hodgkins, Director

Reader: Karen Coverett

A note about language

In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder — realising that any language
about God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in
terms which elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our
understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead, we use the
beauty of the words and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words.

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation.

Cover Image: For God So Loved the World, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville,
TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?’RC=57573 [retrieved September 11, 2025]. Original source:
http://denazaret.wordpress.com/2010/04/13/juan-3-16-21-vino-la-luz-al-mundo/.

If you would like to give to support the work and ministries of St. John the Divine you
can do so in the offering plate which is by the Garden door. There are also envelopes in
the book stand which can make your gifts tax efficient. Alternatively, you can scan this
QR code which will take you to our Canada Helps giving page. You may also
conveniently use our tap machine (no tax receipt) which is available at the garden
door entrance, or the bank machine (tax receipt with envelope completion) available
at the office. Envelopes for regular giving are available from the church office.
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ORDER OF SERVICE
Please stand as the clergy enter.

Prelude

The choir may sing an Introit.

The officiant gives a short welcome.

The Responses Katherine Burk-Webb (b.1990)
Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir:  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Cantor: O God, make speed to save us.
Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us.
Cantor:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
Choir:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.)

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm.

Psalm

150

1 O praise God in his holiness * praise him in the firmament of his power.

2 Praise him in his noble acts * praise him according to his excellent greatness.
3 Praise him in the sound of the trumpet * praise him upon the lute and harp.
4 Praise him in the cymbals and dances * praise him upon the strings and pipe.
5 Praise him upon the well-tuned cymbals * praise him upon the loud cymbals.
6 Let every thing that hath breath * praise the Lord.

Please stand for the Gloria Patri:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.

First Lesson Isaiah 63:1-16

Who is this that comes from Edom, from Bozrah in garments stained crimson? Who is this
so splendidly robed, marching in his great might?’

‘It is I, announcing vindication, mighty to save.’
‘Why are your robes red, and your garments like theirs who tread the wine press?’

‘I have trodden the wine press alone, and from the peoples no one was with me; | trod
them in my anger and trampled them in my wrath; their juice spattered on my garments,
and stained all my robes. For the day of vengeance was in my heart, and the year for my
redeeming work had come. | looked, but there was no helper; | stared, but there was no
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one to sustain me; so my own arm brought me victory, and my wrath sustained me. |
trampled down peoples in my anger, | crushed them in my wrath, and | poured out their
lifeblood on the earth.’

| will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, because of
all that the Lord has done for us, and the great favour to the house of Israel that he has
shown them according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. For
he said, ‘Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely’; and he became their
saviour in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the
days of old.

But they rebelled and grieved his holy spirit; therefore he became their enemy; he himself
fought against them. Then they remembered the days of old, of Moses his servant. Where
is the one who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherds of his flock? Where is
the one who put within them his holy spirit, who caused his glorious arm to march at the
right hand of Moses, who divided the waters before them to make for himself an
everlasting name, who led them through the depths? Like a horse in the desert, they did
not stumble. Like cattle that go down into the valley, the spirit of the Lord gave them rest.
Thus you led your people, to make for yourself a glorious name.

Look down from heaven and see, from your holy and glorious habitation. Where are your
zeal and your might? The yearning of your heart and your compassion? They are withheld
from me. For you are our father, though Abraham does not know us and Israel does not
acknowledge us; you, O Lord, are our father; our Redeemer from of old is your name.

Please stand.

Magnificat Text: Luke 1:46-55 Music: June Nixon (b.1942)

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath
regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from henceforth all generations shall
call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his Name. And his mercy
is on them that fear him throughout all generations. He hath showed strength with his arm;
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty
from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek. He hath filled the hungry with
good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen
his servant Israel; As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.



Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

Please stand.

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning | will
thwart.’

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s
weakness is stronger than human strength.

Nunc Dimittis Text: Luke 2:29-32 Music: June Nixon (b.1942)

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. For mine eyes
have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a
light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

All:

| BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell;
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints;
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects

Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:

The Lord be with you;
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer.

Choir:

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.



Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. Amen.
Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
Choir:  And grant us thy salvation.
Cantor: O Lord, save the King;
Choir:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Cantor:  Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;
Choir:  And make thy chosen people joyful.
Cantor: O Lord, save thy people;
Choir:  And bless thine inheritance.
Cantor:  Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us;
Choir:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

15t Collect, of the day:
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross that he
might draw the whole world unto himself: Mercifully grant that we, who glory in the
mystery of our redemption, may have grace to take up our cross and follow him; who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

2" Collect, for Peace:
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto
thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey
thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies
may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

3 Collect, for Aid Against All Perils:
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Anthem
Nos autem gloriari oportet But it befits us to glory
in cruce Domini nostri Jesu Christi: in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
In quo est salus, vita et resurrectio nostra: in whom is our salvation, life, and resurrection,
Per quem salvati et liberati sumus. through whom we are saved and set free.

Text: Galatians 6:14
Music: G.P. da Palestrina (1527-1594)

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer.
Intercessions



Please stand to sing the hymn:

Hymn (cre634) Text: Luke 23:42
Music: JEsus, REMEMBER ME, Jacques Berthier (1923-1994). Music © 1978, 1980. And 1981 Les Presses de Taizé.

Used by permission of G.I.A. Publications, Inc., exclusive agent. All rights reserved, Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605

Jesus, remember me

when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me

when you come into your kingdom.

Sermon

Hymn (cp 388) Text: American folk hymn, ca. 1835

Music: Wondrous Love, from The Southern Harmony, 1835.
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The Blessing or Grace

Organ Voluntary Vesper Voluntary Op 14 No. 8 Edward Elgar (1857-1934)



