Sunday, September 14, 2025

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
300 Queen Street
Northumberland, PA 17857
570-473-3770
sjelc300@ptd.net



WELCOME
GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, <+ one God, our maker, our helper, and our
keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and
of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We trample
on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away
from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us
as ones who were lost and have been found.

Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into
the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the

name of * Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW 807

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross so
that he might draw the whole world to himself. To those who look upon
the cross, grant your wisdom, healing, and eternal life, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4b-9

When the people spoke against God and Moses, the Lord sent poisonous
snakes against them. Moses interceded for the people, and the Lord
ordered him to erect a serpent of bronze on a pole. All who looked at it
after having been bitten by a serpent would live.

[From Mount Hor the Israelites set out,] *° but the people became
discouraged on the way. > The people spoke against God and against
Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there 1s no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.” ® Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the
people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. ' The people
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against

the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from
us.” So Moses prayed for the people. ® And the Lord said to Moses, “Make
a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten shall
look at it and live.” ® So Moses made a serpent of bronze and put it upon a
pole, and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the
serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 98:1-4 read responsively
REFRAIN: The Lord has done marvelous things. (Ps. 98:1)

I'Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, ~whose
right hand and holy arm have won the victory.

20 Lord, you have made known your victory, you have revealed
your righteousness in the sight of the nations. R

3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of
Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, re-
joice, and sing. R

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-24

At the heart of the Christian message is the word of the cross. This
proclamation seems foolish to many because it reveals true divine power
in the absolute weakness of Christ’s crucifixion. True wisdom understands
how ours is a God who suffers for and with humankind in the cross.

18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. ' For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the
discerning I will thwart.” *° Where is the one who is wise? Where is the
scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? 2! For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did
not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of
the proclamation, to save those who believe. > For Jews ask for signs and
Greeks desire wisdom, ** but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 2 but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God.



Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. May I never boast of anything except the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia. (Gal. 6:14)

GOSPEL John 3:13-17

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

After explaining to Nicodemus that one must be born of water and Spirit,
Jesus speaks of being lifted up on the cross, with reference to the bronze
serpent lifted up by Moses in the desert. Here the Son of God is revealed
as the source of healing.

[Jesus said:] '* “No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. '* And just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, ° that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. ' “For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life. !”“Indeed, God did not send the
Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might
be saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY
Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling ELW 608

APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

Sustaining God, guide your church on the way. Give us patience in our
journey, and protect us from division and doubt. May we look to the cross
and live. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Creator God, renew the earth. Heal our planet from the venom of greed
and exploitation, and direct us to respect all life as a gift from you. May
we look to the cross and live. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of wisdom, grant discernment to those in authority. Thwart the plans
of the proud, bring low the mighty, and uphold those who work for peace.
May they seek the way of the cross and live. God of grace, receive our
prayer.



God of grace, alleviate suffering. Comfort the sick and the grieving
(especially). Come to the aid of those who are hungry or needing shelter.
May they find hope in the cross and live. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

Good Shepherd, guide your flock. Protect us from the world’s lies and
lead us in the way of truth. Strengthen us in our faith and inspire us to
serve others. May we follow you to the cross and live. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Merciful God, you receive into your loving embrace those who have died.
Giving thanks for them, may we find comfort in the cross and live in the
hope of resurrection. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.
You may share a sign of peace with your neighbor.

EVERY VOICE CHOIR How Great Thou Art

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

Thank you for your continued support with your offering. Offering may be
placed in the offering plate on the table in the rear of the sanctuary, by
mail or our on-line giving.



OFFERTORY HYMN Come To The Table
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OFFERING PRAYER

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to
us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you,
who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all
who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the
sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the
cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our
Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now
and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver



us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy.

The assembly may be seated. Communion will be served at the altar rail.
Prefilled cups with either wine or grape juice are available.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be
your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions

with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us 1n mission to the world.

BLESSING

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives

food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, - bless you now and
forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Lift High the Cross ELW 660

DISMISSAL

We go now to be a light in our community, to make Christ known to all
through nourishing, serving, and faith. Thanks be to God.



Pastor Director of Music

Rev. Karla S. Leiby William Jacavage
Greeter Lector

Robin Heintzelman Mike Erdley

Acolyte Communion Assistant
Paige Billman Pat Propst

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are presented in celebration of Sara, whose
birthday 1s today, given by her mother, Laurie Robinson.

THE BULLETINS are presented in memory of Jon Heintzelman, whose
45" birthday was remembered September 10th, by his parents, Robin and
John Heintzelman.

THE CANDLES are presented by Gail Lehman in honor of Danny
Lehman’s birthday which was celebrated on September 8th.

This month’s Special Pink envelope is designated for the Shikellamy
Backpack Food Program. They are currently sending out approximately
380 food backpacks per week, and their funds are running low. Please
consider making a pink envelope donation.

Thank you to everyone who donated school kit items.

Youth Game Night: Today!! Sunday, September 14, 2025

2-4:00 p.m. No registration required! Just show up with a game!
Calling all youth! Do you enjoy church but wish there were more kids
your own age? Well then we have good news for you! You are invited to
the Upper Susquehanna Synod Youth Group's first gathering for the new
school year on Sunday, September 14, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at



Christ's Lutheran Church in Lewisburg. The theme is game night, so bring
your favorite board game. We will spend some time getting to know each
other, playing games, and enjoying some refreshments. All youth grades
6-12 are invited! We hope to see you there! This is a program of Camp
Mount Luther and the Upper Susquehanna Synod Y outh Initiative.

Seafarer bags are available. WELCA is once again sponsoring the
Synod’s seafarer collection for crew members who will be away from
home during the Christmas holiday. Satchels are available on the table in
the rear of the sanctuary. Inside you will find a list of items that are
needed. Also on the table, there are hat and scarf sets that were
generously knitted by the group at Nottingham if you need them to
complete your bag. Bags are due back to the church no later than
October 26" in order to get them to Synod for transportation to New York.

Needed — 2 Sunday School teachers for the children’s class. This team
would teach the second Sunday of each month beginning in October. If
you are interested, please see Pastor Karla or call the church office.

Catechism class begins September 21 from 10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. On
the 4™ Sunday of the month beginning September, we will also have our
Intergenerational Sunday School Class and Breakfast followship worship.
Childrens and Adult Sunday School Classes begin October S at

10:15 a.m. following worship service. Everyone is invited to attend.

WELCA will be holding a Basket Raffle at our annual Christmas Bazaar
in December. Let us know if you are willing to donate the items for any
of the baskets below/have a theme idea of your own, or would like to
donate the money and we’ll do the shopping. Money and any donated
items need to be at the church by November 2™, You don’t need to wrap
anything — we’ll take care of that for you! If you have any questions,
please contact Karen Smeltz (@ 570-490-1558 or Robin Heintzelman @
570-847-2048. THEME BASKET IDEAS: still available are -



e Spa basket — any type of lotion/cream, luffa sponge, candles,
aromatherapy, pampering item

Italian (pasta pot, pastas, sauces, strainer)

Family Fun Night — assorted board games

Movie night — popcorn, snacks, movies

Auto care basket — bucket, cleaners, soap, rags/sponge, air freshener

Cub Pack 3325 and Venture Crew 2307 have several events and
fundraisers going on. Your support in scouting is greatly appreciated.

Scouting for Food — food collection through Sunday September 21.
Donation can be placed in the tote on the table in the rear of the sanctuary.
Items will be donated to the Blessing Shed across from the
Northumberland Park.

Yard Sale and Soup Sale— Saturday, September 27 in Fellowship
Hall, 8 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Marianna’s Sub and Pizza Sale — Orders will be taken October 4-
26. $10 each. Delivery date will be posted on the order form. Look for
the form to be out in the back of the sanctuary on October 4.

Country Meat Sticks — 2 for $3. Form is in the back of the
sanctuary. Flavors include -0 Sweet BBQ, Sweet Annie Brown, Bold
Teriyaki, Hot Cajun, Sweet Maple Bacon, Original Smoked Hickory,
Pepperoni, #9, Sweet Fire. Money and orders are due October 22,

The Quiet Cash/Noisy Coin collection is designated for Camp Mount
Luther. Donations can be placed in the yellow bucket in the rear of the
sanctuary.

PRAYERS: Lou VanGilder; George Rebuck; Ann Bidelspach; Mike
Payne; Doug Manning; Sharon Pittiglio; Jen Long; Deb Shearer-Shutt;
Brenda Drachler; Jayne Burns

HOMEBOUND Kathryn Lebo; Jason Gulden; Helen Snyder; June Diehl;
Mary Rogers; Nevin Brungard; Elaine Kohl; Nancy Hendricks; William
Wagner; Betty Yerg; Jane Ressler; David Bartholomew; Marti Row
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Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling

You who are wea-ry,

come home.”
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Refrain

Lift High the Cross
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4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - c - fied for vic - to - ry!

/\‘ /’_\ /"\‘ o

o . J_g,.{ | e —— ——

A 2 T—F—tF e g e

| | | | | % | [ ©




